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PREFACE. 


LTHOUGH no man needs to 
make an apology for uſing his beſt 
** endeavours in defence of our common 
Lriſtianity, when it is openly attacked; yet 
s my engaging again in this cauſe, after having 
ne it on ſome former occaſions, might have 
an appearance of too much forwardnels ; it 
with ſome reluctance that I was perſua- 
id to undertake it. What had great weight 
ih me was, the judgment and advice of a 
erſon of great worth v, of whoſe fincere 
riendſhip I have had many proofs, and whom 
greatly honour for his truly Chriſtian and 


* The Rev, Dr. Thomas Wilſon, Rector of Walbrook, 
x Prebendary of /eftminfler. f 
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candid ſpirit, as well as his zeal for our holy 


religion, He urged, that it was highly proper 
to take notice of the contempt and abuſe 
attempted to be thrown upon Chriſtianity 
and the holy Scriptures, by a writer of ſo great 
name, and whoſe ſpecious infinuations, and 
confident aſſertions, might probably make di- 
advantageous impreſſions upon minds too well 
prepared to receive them. And, as he had not 
then heard that any other had undertaken it 
or intended to do fo ; he thought my drawing 
up remarks on theſe Letters, which had made 
ſo much noiſe, might be of ſome uſe, Thu 
determined me to attempt it; and how f 
what is now offered is fitted to anſwer the in- 
tention, muſt be ſubmitted to the judgment of 
the public. I am ſenſible of the diſadvantage 
one is under in appearing againſt a writer of ſo 
diſtinguiſhed a character, as the late Lord Vil 
count Bolingbroke. His lordſhip's admiren 
will no doubt expect, that a proper decent te- 
ſpect ſhould be paid to his great abilities and 
talents, as well as quality. This I readily ac- 
. knowlege. But there is certainly a ſtill greatet 
regard due to the honour of Chriſtianity, which 
he hath unworthily inſulted; and to the intereſ 
of the preſent eſtabliſhment, which he bath en- 
deavoured to weaken and expoſe, Howe 
it is hoped the reader will find, that —_ 
a 
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PREFACE 
ten taken not to tranſgreſs the rules of decen- 
cy; or to puſh the charge againſt him farther 
than his own words give juſt ground for ; and 
that angry and reproachful expreſſions have 
not been made uſe of, even where there ſeem - 
cd to be a ſufficient provocation given. 

It might have been expected, from a perſon 
of his lordſhip's genius, and who ſeems fond of 
ſaying things which had not been inſiſted 
upon before, that when he thought fit to ap- 
pear againſt the authority ofthe holy Scriptures, 
and the Chriſtian religion, he would have ma- 
naved the argument in a different manner, and 
o greater advantage, than had been done by 
others in the ſame cauſe before him; But. I 
do not find, that, with all his ſagacity and pene- 
tration, he hath advanced any thing on the ar- 
gument, that can be properly called a new diſ- 
very; or that he hath given any additional 
force to the objections which had been urged 


by others, and to which ſufficient anſwers havo 
been made. 


In that part of his Letters, in which he 2 
tempteth to expoſe the Scripture-hiſtory as 
falſeor uncertain, there are ſeveral things thrown 
in, which ſeem rather calculated to ſhew his 
lrdſhip's reading, than to anſwet the main de- 
ign he appears to have had in view. It would 
be no — matter to point to ſome miſtakes 
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and inaccuracies he hath fallen into; But 1 
have choſen for the moſt part to paſs them by, 
and confine myſelf to thoſe things that have a 
nearer relation to the t. 

Any one that is converſant with thoſe that an 
called the deiſtical writers, muſt have obſerved, 
that it is very uſual for them to put on an ap- 
pearance of reſpe& for Chriſtianity, at the ſame 
time that they do all in their power to ſubvert 
it, In this his lordſhip bath thought fic to 
imitate them. 

He hath ſometimes expreſſed a ſeeming re- 
res; and hath carried it 
ſo far as to make a ſhew of owning the divine 
Inſpiration of ſome parts of them. But I beliew 
he would have been loth to have had it thought, 


that he was in earneſt, It is not eaſy to ſee the 


' Juſtice, or even the good ſeuſe, of ſuch a conduct 

ſince the diſguiſe is too thin to impoſe upon 
the moſt unwary reader: nor can I ſee what 
end it can anſwer, but to give one no very good 
opinion of the writer's ſincerity; _ 

This juſtice, however, muſt be done to the 
noble author, that he hath brought the con- 
troverſy relating to the divine authority of the 
Chriſtian religion into a natrower compaſs that 
ſome others engaged in the ſame cauſe have 
leemed willing to do. He aſſerteth, that Chr 
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fairly acknowlegeth, that if the facts can be 
proved to be true, the divine original and au- 
thority of the Chriſtian: religion are eſtabliſhed. 

And what he requireth is, that theſe facts ſhould 
be proved, as all other paſt facts, that are 
judged worthy of credit, are proved ; viz. by 
good hiſtorical evidence, This brin geth the 

controverſy to a ſhort iſſue: for if it can be 
ſhewn, that the great important facts, recorded 

in the evangelical writings, have been tranſmit- 
ted to us with as much evidence as could be 
reaſonably expected, ſuppoling thoſe facts to 

have been really done; then, by bis lordſhip's 
conce(lions,. and according to his own way of 
ſuting the, caſe, they are to be received as 

tue; and conſequently the Chriſtian religion 
i of divine authority. 

His lordſhip had too much ſenſe to deny 
(s ſome — been willing to do) the certain 
ty of all hiſtorical evidence as to paſt facts, or 
to inſiſi upon ocular demonſtration for things 
done in former ages. Since therefore the beſt. 
way of knowing and being aſſured of paſt facts 
8, by authentic accounts, written and publiſhed . 
in the age in which the facts were done; all that 
properly remains is, to prove the credibility and 
authenticity of the Goſpel-records z and that 
they have been tranſmitted to us with ſuch a 
degree of evidence, as may be ſafely depended 
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upon. And notwithſtanding what his lord(hip 
hath infinuated to the contrary, this hath been 
often done with great clearneſs and force, by 
the writers that have appeared on the behalf of 
Chriſtianity. What is offered in this way in 
the following Reflections, will, I hope, bejudged 
ſufficient ; though I have done little more than 
point tothe heads of things, which might caf- 
ly have been inlarged upon, if I had not been 
afraid of ſwelling Welk Reflections to $00 ii 
a bulk. 

The chief danger to be epprthentid from 
his lordſhip's book, appears to me to atiſe 
from the contemptuous inſinuations he has 
thrown out againſt Chriſtianity, as if it could not 
bear the light, or ſtand the teſt of an impartial 
inquiry ; and as if every man of ſenſe that ens - 
rhines into firſt principles without prejudice, 
muſt immediately ſee through the | deluſion. 
This, from a man of his lordſhip's known 
abilities, and fine taſte, may be apt to do miſchief 
among thoſe, who, without any uncommon 
abilities, or giving themſelves the trouble of 
much thinking, yet want to paſs ſor perſons of 
extraordinary penetration, and raiſed above 
* vulgar prejudices. But if authority were to de- 
cide this cauſe, it were eaſy to 3 on the 
fide of Chriſtianity, many great names of per- 

E whoſe! learning and good ſenſe, and eminent 


merit 
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merit, are univerſally ackhowleged. I ſliall no: 
mention any thing of the Clergy on this ac- 
coant, becauſe they might perhaps be — — 
gainſt : though, if extenſive knowlege an 

learning,” if depth of thought, and exactneſs * 
jadyment, if great candour and probity of man- 
ters, or if fineneſs'of genius, and elegance of 
aſte, in polite literature, might recommend 
dem as fit to judge in theſe- matters; many 
of them might be named, fo confelſedly eminent 
in all theſe reſpects, as bold render them or- 
ments to any profeſſion in the world. But ie 
my not be improper to mention ſome illuſtri- 
ous Laymen, who have either profeſſedty writs ' 
en in defence of Chriſtianity,” and the holy 
Sriptares, or have; in their writings, ſhewn an 
gh eſteem and veneration for them; Of fo-" 
reigners, among many that might be mentioned 
wadvantage, I ſhall only take notice of the 
Lord Du Pleſſi Aloruay, who was both a very 
wiſe ſtateſman; and eminently learned; the 
celebrated Monſieur Paſcal, one of the fineſt 
writers, and greateſt genius s, of the laſt age; that 
extraordinary man G=otius, not eafily to be 
peralleled for force and extent of genius; as well 
4 variety of learning ; thoſe great men the Ba- 
rons Pu ffendor f and Ezekiel Spanbeim, the latter 
peculiarly eminent for his acquaintance with 
delle — and n. taſte in the politer 


. 
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many excellent perſons of our own nation, ſuch 
| as Lord Bacon, Mr. Selden, Sir Charles Walſeh, 


' tical abilities; and all of them juſtly admired for 


acknowleged learning and fine ſenſe, who han 


and Mr. Ve. 


bigotted way 


been 
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parts of learning. To theſe might be added 


Sir Matthew Hale, the honourable Robert Boyle, 
Mc. Locke, Sir Tac Newton, Mr. Addiſon, 
Mr. Forbes the late Lord Preſident of Scotland, 
I believe there are few but would think it an 
honour to be ranked with theſe i 
ſome of them remarkable for their eminent 


ſtation and figure in the world, and great poli- 


the extent of their learning and knowlege, the 
ſolidity of their judgment, ot correctneſs of 
their taſte. And I cannot help, on this occa- 
fion, mentioning two gentlemen now living; of 


diſtinguiſhed. themſelves by their writings in 
defence of Sanne bis George e, 


i neon A 
if his appearing to ſhew a zeal for Chriſtianity, 
might be looked upon as a reflection upon bis 
underſtanding, or as- 4 mark of a narrow and 
of thinking; ſince it cannot be 
denied, that ſome of the wiſeſt men, the greateſt 
genius's, and exacteſt reaſoners, of the age, have 
perſons that profeſſed an high regard for: 
the Chriſlian religion. And the ſame might, 
I doubt not, be ſaid of numbers of gentlemen 


now living, of eminent abilities, and diſtin- 
6 4 * 
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guiſhed worth, who might be mentioned with 
great honour, though they have had no oc 
fon of appearing in the world as writers, But 
the controverſy is not to be decided by the au- 
thority of great names. Chriſtianity doth not 
ſtand in need of that ſupport. It ſtandeth 
fixed on its own ſolid baſis; and only requireth 
to be conſidered with an attention ſuitable to 1ts 
vaſt importance. It hath nothing to fear from 
x true freedom of thought, from deep reaſons 
ing, and impartial inquiry. What it hath 
molt to apprehend, is a thoughtleſs levity and 
attention of mind, and an abſolute indiſfer- 
ency to all religion, and to all inquiries. about 
1. It is no eaſy matter to prevail wich thoſo 
to think cloſely in ſuch a caſe as this, who are 
under the power of ſenſual affections and ap- 
petites, who ate ſunk in Ladalence and a Lou: 
of Eaſe, or Carried off with a perpetual hurry 
of Diverſions and Amuſements, or engaged id 
the warm purſuits of Ambition or Avarice. 
But ſurelyg if the voice of reaſon is to be heard, 
ind if there be any thing at all that deſcrveth 
i ſerious attention, it is this. The inquiry 
whether Chriſtianity. be true, and of a divine 
aginal, ot not, is a matter of high importance, 
and upon which à great deal h. The 
Goſpel itſelf moſt certainly repreſenteth it ſo. 
Tg be true and divine, thaſe. to 

- whom 
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whom it is publiſhed, and who have an op 
portunity of inquiring into it, and yet neglect 
to do ſo, can never be able to juſtify their con- 
duct to the great Ruler and Judge of the world, 


It cannot with any conſiſtency be ſuppoſed, 


that if God hath ſent his Son into the world, 
to bring a clear revelation of his will, and to 
guide men in the way of ſalvation, it is « 
matter of indifferency whether. thoſe to whom 
it is offered, and made known; pay any regatd 
to this ſignification of the divine will or not, 
or comply with the terms which are there pre- 
ſcribed. And therefore for ſuch perſons'to re- 
jeQ it at a venture, without giving themſelves 
the trouble of a ſerious inquiry, 'or to continue 
in a wilful negligence and careleſs ſuſpenſe of 
mind in a matter of ſuch vaſt-conſequence; isa 
moſt unaccountable and inexcuſable condud, 
altogether ur of r e 
8 

Let Chriſtianity therefore be carefully; ens 
cine. Let the evidence for the facts on 
which its divine authority is ſupported, be coolly 
and impartially conſidered, whether it is not 3 


ior much as could be reaſonably deſired, ſappoſing 


thoſe facts were true, and which would be 20 
counted ſufficient in any other caſe, Let the 
original records of Chriſtianity be inquired into, 
e they have not the charaQters of genuine 

1 50 ſimplicity, 
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PREFACE un 
kmplicity, integrity, and a. fincere regard to 
truth ; and whether they have not been tranſ- 
mitted to us with an evidence equal or ſuperior 
to what can þe produced for any other writings 
whatſoever, Let the nature and tendency of 
the religion itſelf be conſidered ; whether the 
les there given us of the Deity be not ſuch 
as tendeth to render him both moſt amiable 
and moſt venerable, to fill our hearts with a 
ſuperlative love to. God as having given the 
moſt amazing proofs of his wonderful love and 
goodneſs towards mankind, and at the ſame 
time with a ſacred awe and reyerence of him as 
the wiſe and righteous Governor of the world, 
a lover of order, and an hater of vice and wicked- 
neſs ; whether its precepts be not unqueſtion- 
ably pure and holy, and ſuch as, if faithfully 
complied with, would raiſe our natures to an high 
degree gf moral excellence; whether the uni- 
form tendency of the whole ſcheme of re- 
ligion there e held forth to us, be not to promote 
the honout of God, and the good of mankind, 
and the | cauſe of piety, righteouſneſs, and 
yirtue, in the world; to engage us to worſhip 


God with a pure adoration and devotion, to 


deal juſtly, kindly, and equitably, with all men, 
and to ſubdue the ſenſual irregular affections 
and luſts, and keep them within proper bounds, 
buperſtition, and falſe devation, have frequently 


put 


i PREFAGC B. 
| put men upon unnatural and exceſſive gun 
and auſterities ; but Chriſtianity, like the bleſſed 
Author of it, keeps clear of all extremes, 1 
abridpeth us of no pleaſures within the bounds 
of purity and innocence: nor doth it oblige 
us to extinguiſh our natural appetites and 
paſſions, but to govern and moderate them, 
and preſerve them in a regular ſubjection to 
reaſon, and the law of the mind: and certainly 
it is neceſſary for our own quiet and happinek 
' and for the good order of ſociety, that we 
ſhould do fo, And finally, let it be confidered, 
whether any motives could poſſibly be exhibited 
more powerful and engaging, than thoſe which 
the Goſpel ſetteth before us. Tt the 
nobleſt models for our imitation, God himſelf, 
in his imitable moral excellencies ; and his well- 


beloved Son, the moſt image of his own 
goodneſs and purity, It diſplayeth all the 
charms and attractions of grace and 


love to allure us, It giveth the greateſt en- 
couragement to ſinners to repent, and forſake 
their evil ways; and promiſeth the moſt gracious 
affiſtances to help our infirmities, and to 
* ftrengthen our wedk, but fincere, endeavours in 

the performance of our duty. It raiſeth us to 
the moſt glorious proſpes, and ſublime bepes, 
than which nothing can poſfibly have an happier 
tendency to engage us to a patient continuance 


- 
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in well doing; amidſt the many difficulties and 
Memes eee The Reward; 
it propoſeth are ſuch as are fitted to animate 
holy and generous ſouls, and to produce, not.a 
ſervile and mercenary frame of ſpirit, but a 
true greatneſs of mind ; viz. an happineſs con- 
fiſting in the af our natures, .in a 
conformity to God, and the eternal enjoyment 
of him, and in the. pure pleaſures of ſociety 
and friendſhip with glorious angels, and the 
ſpirits of the juſt made perfect. And on the 
other hand, to make an impreſſion upon thoſe 
that are, inſenſible to the charms and beauty of 
rictue, it maketh the moſt lively and affecting 
of the Terrors, of the wrath to 


come, and the Puniſoments that. ſhall be exe- 


cated in a future ſtate. upon thoſe that obſtinately 
perkiſt in a courſe of nee diſ- 
obedience. 


This is an imperſeſt ſketch of the nature 
and deſign of Chriſtianity, as laid down in the 
Coſpel. In this view let it be conſidered, and 
not be unjuſtly charged, as it bath often been, 
with corruptions that are only owing to a de- 
vation from its | purity; or with the 
practices of thoſe, who, though they make a 
profeſſion of believing ir allow themſelves in 
— is Ends end creme What 
in happy world would this be, if men could be 
| mare 


E PREFACE 


e y perde ts fia Und 
Jection to its divine authority, and to comply 
with its true ſpirit and defign, and to give tp 
ern grit tri eee e 
_ cepts, and-important motives! 

What then can thoſe propoſe that taks ji 
to turn men from ſach a religion as this and 
to weaken or ſubvert the evidences of its divine 
authority? Can they pretend to introduce 1 
more pure and ſublime morality, or · to enforce; 
it with more powerful motives ? Do they po- 
_ Poſe to render men more holy and virtoous 

more pious and devout towards God, more jut 
and kind and benevolent towards men,” more 
temperate and careful in the due 


of their appetites and paſſions, than the Golpel 
requireth and obligeth them to be * Do'they 
"intend to advance intereſts of virtue by de- 


priving it of its moſt effectual encouragement 
and fupports, or to exalt the joys of good men 
| by weakening their hopes of everlaſting hap- 
- piteſs, or to © Yell and reclaim the wicked 
and vicious by freeing them from the fear 
of future puniſhment? © 

There is a great complaint of 'a | growing 
&:fſoluteneſs of manners, and of a general cr 
ruption. His lordſhip repreſenteth "this in the 
molt lively terms; but, inſtead of aſeribing it io 


the proper cauſes, W 


PREFACE wi 
had of it om the preſent eftabliſhment, Far 
fom direcking to the proper cure,” he harkt 
—— Wat which 
would be the moſt effectual re 7. "the in- 
. 


leon 
but that —— 

condudt 9 

vill be found to be weak ties; v 

tre is 0 fear ef God; ie (hen Ct 
In 


laute, or ob 'the World t6 böte. 
ſte 2 or contempt of relig 
ang as, 1 flat of 
wt pied und when once this 19 
A ang u people; true probity ind wirre, 
1333 and general cokcern fur 
te real Mmtereſfs of our” rountry,. will be rx. 
tngiifhed. "Surely then all that with well to 
the good order of ſociety, and to the” hi 
if mankind; dught to wiſh, that true 4 
hel Chtittianity ſhoot geverally obtiln ai 
pevail';” and that men ſhould not only 
believe, but ſeriouſly conſider it, and — 
get it" wrooght ins che very fame aud | 
temper” of their ſouls.” För Chriſtianity is not 
mere outward form ind profeſſion,” but u 
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in the world, which makes way for an 

eaſy and favourable reception of any thing that is 
id ende hh nike, A writer poſſeſſed 
of ſuch talents hath it in his to be b6g- 
nally ſerviceable to religion, and the true intereſt 
Aer —— _ OD 
s ſcarce any thi more influence 
than —— miſapplied. "Whew the public 
was firſt informed of written by him on 
the Study and Uſe of Hiſtory, it was natural to 
eee eee 


2 Reflections 0n-the Late 
ing from ſuch an author on ſuch a ſubjett. And 
as will new bo. denipd; -ahat e has many 


(a very Nest 
and purity of tile : but theſe are 3 
with others of a very different kind, 


gerous tenden 

n el — (0 lordſhip has ork ut what hk 
could to expoſe the authority of the Scriptures 
to contempt ; and at — ä 
moſt diſadvap repreſen 

ſtate of the — and Lene hi 
country. If we are to truſt the accounts bs 
giveth us, Chriſtianity hath no real foundation d 
truth in fact to depend upon; it 0 
held by. f e orance, and | 
and hath ($2 viſibly þ caying ever fince the n 
vival of and knowlege. And roar'en 
conſtitution, inſtead. of being rendered hf # 
the late revolution, hath been ever fince gta 
wor ſe; and our liberties are in more reif Gang 
than they were in before. The natural tenden 
of ſuch repreſentations is to inipire a thorough 
contempt and diſregard, of the religion inn 
which we were baptized, and to produce endlel 
Jcalouſies and diſcontents, if not open, inſure: 
tions, againſt the government under which v 
live. No man therefore Who hath a juſt za 
for cither of theſe, can ſce without, concern ſud 
an inſolent attempt againſt both. And, in ths 
caſe, the quality, the ability, the reputation. 

: writer, as it maketh the attempt me 
| e rendeteth it more neceſſary to gun 
again 
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Lord Bolingbroke Letters. 3 
zpainſt it. If an inferior writer had ſaic all chat 
23 hath advanced, it would have de- 
ſerved” very little notioe. But there ate too 
any vu. dag le moſt implicitly to ſwallow 

— to them recom ; 
mended: ee eſpecially if it be ad- 


e 


need with a very peremptory and FAecifive air. 
te And if an author's account of himſelf muſt be 
— _ there perhaps ſcarce. ever a a writer 
the whoſe judgment ought to have greater weight; 
r who better deſerves, that an almoſt implicit 
' bs BY regard could be had to his diftates, than the 
chor of theſe letters — — 
20 of BY He enters upon his firſt letter with denten 
u that the — kok nende recommend as neceſſary 
ure; v de obſeroed in the ſtudy of hiſtory, were —— 


ed 
2 


very different from thoſe — writers on the 
* ſame ſubject have recommended, and which 
* zre commonly: practiſed. Bot he aſſureth 
is reader (and 1 believe him) that <— © this 
never gave him any diſtruſt of them.” ——And 
tderefore he propoſeth to tell his ſentiments —- 
© withoutany regard to the opinion and 


ice 
even of the learned world 5.“ -— He de- 
careth it as his opinion, that A creditable 
* kind of ignorance is the whole benefit, which 
* thegenerality of men, even of the moſt learned, 
" reap from the ſtu of hiſtory, which yet ap- 


— 


9 pears to him of all other the moſt to 
train us up to private and public virtue 7. 
durely then the world muſt be mightily obliged 
o an author who comes to give them inſtructions 
vun. ＋ Ibid. p. 25. 

B 2 and 


# 


4 Reflections on the Late 
and directions in a matter of ſuch great im- 
portance, which the generality of men, even of 
the moſt learned, were unacquainted with before. 
In his letter on the true uſe of retirement and 
he finely repreſenteth, what —* a de- 
* firable thing it muſt be to every thinking man, 
* to have the opportunity indulged to fo few, 
* of living ſome years at leaſt to ourſelves in x 
« ſtate of freedom, under the laws of reaſon, 
tt inſtead of paſſing our whole time under thoſe 
* of authority and cuſtom.” And aſks—*® I 
* it not worth our while to contemplate our- 
1 ſelves and others, and all the things of this 
* world, once before we leave them, through the 
% medium of pure and undefiled reaſon ®?”— 
He obſerves, that They who can abſtrf 
« themſelves from the prejudices, and habit, 
5 og and buſineſs of the - world, 
« which, he ſays, is what many are, though 
« all are not, capable of doing, may elevate 
their ſouls in retreat to an higher ſtation, and 
„ may take from thence ſuch a view of the 
« world, as the ſecond Scipio took in his dream 
« from the _ of the bleſſed.” — — 
will enable t to — diſtinguiſh every 
& of probability, from the loweſt to the 
- bigheft, and mark the difference between this 
« and certainty, and to eſtabliſh of mind, 
« where alone it can reſt ſecurely, on reſigna- 
«tion T. — In what follows he ſeems t0 
apply this to his own caſe. He repreſents him- 
{elf as in a ſtate of retirement from the world, 


* Vol. IL p. 197. + Ibid. p. 199. | 
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© exerted in the purſuit of truth, through long 


Lord Bolingbroke's Letters. 5 
ibſtracted from its pleaſnres, and di from 
he habits 4" buldiedsr; thous din ebe. fare 


time he declareth his reſolution in his retreat to 
contribute as much as he can to defend and pre- 


erve the Britiſh conflitution 1 for 

och he expected his _—_ God alone, 

to whom he paid this ſervice *. He goes on to 
obſerve in the ſame letter, that—* he who has 
« not cultivated his reaſon young, will be utterly 
unable to improve it old. And that 

« not only a love of ſtudy, and a defire of 
* knowlege, muſt have grown up with us, but 
* ſuch an induſtrious application likewiſe, as 
© requires the whole vigour of the mind to be 


trains of diſcourſe, and all thoſe dark receſſes, 
* wherein man, not God, has hid it.. And 
then 3 that this ove, and this defire, 
be has felt all lis hife, and is not quite a firanger 
to this induſtry and application . 
Ks reflections upon Exile tend alſo to give one 
igh idea of author, 8 of the 
— ty of ſtanding watchful as centinels, to 
dicover the ſecret wiles and open attacks of that 
3 Fortune before they can reach 
us, he adds. I learned this — letſoo log 
* ago, and never truſted to Fortune, even while 


* ſhe ſcemed to be at with me. The 
* riches, the honours, reputation, -and all 
1 „dhe .. which her treacherous indul- 


1 might ſnatch Tamar hp = 


me, I placed ſo, that ſhe 
away without giving me 
o Vol. II. p. 201, 204. | + Ibid. p. 205, 206. 

5 3 any 


— 


It can ſcarce be denied, t 


6 Reflections an tbe Late 
any diſturbance. I kept a great interval be- 
* tween me and them. She took them, but 
« the 7 them E 
frequently ex himſelf in thoſe | 

as one — to fortune and exile, and tut 
had attained to a perfect philoſophic :calmneſs 
and tranquillity, whoſe mind was not to be di. 
compoſed by any outward evils; as one whows 


far from the hurry of the world, and almoſt. an 


unconcerned ſpectator of what paſſes in it, and 


who, having paid in à public life what he owed 


to the preſent age, was reſolved to pay in pri- 
vate life what he owes to poſterity ; and who 
was determined to write as well as live without 
paſſion +, And who would not be inclined to 
pay a vaſt regard to the fentiments of a great 
genius, that had always from his. youth loved 
ſtudy, and defired knowlege, and to this added 
induſtry and application; who had an oppartunity 
for 991 ing we the world, and knew. how 
to improve it; and who had made uſe: of hi 
ſolitude to contemplate himſelf and others, and 
all the things of this world, through the medium 
of pure and undefiled reafon'l WELLS 

But there are ſeveral things that tend to take 
off from that dependence one might otherwiſe 


be apt to have upon an author poſſeſſed of ſo 


many advan 1 51 | 
hat there is a great 
appearance of vanity in theſe letters. A certain 
air of ſufficiency | breathes through the whole. 
He every-where- pronounceth in a dogmatical 


+ {1 | and 


ol. II. 5. 2% = + Ibid. p. 2. 
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and decifive way, and with a kind of dictatorial 
ade) ad ſemeth 6 regard bia 8 
ere, 


ed in a diſtinguiſhed ſphere, from whence 
looketh down wich oper ty and contempt 
upon thoſe, that have hitherto paſſed for learned 
and knowing. To this may be added, what can 
ſcarce eſcape. the notice of the commoneſt 
reader, a viſible affectation of advancing fome- 
thing new, and which had not been thought of, 
or inſiſted upon, before. How often d 

polite author of theſe. letters, when giving his 
directions, and making his obſervations upon the 
ſtudy and uſe of hiſtory, put His, noble corre- 
8 in mind, that they were quite different 
any thing that had been obſerved by thoſe 
learned men who had treated of this ſubſect be- 
fore him ! In this 1 think him miſtaken, But 
at preſent I only mention it as a proof of the 
re he was poſſeſſed with of appearing to 
think in a way different from, and ſuperior to, 
the reſt of mankind, even of the learned world. 
duch a defire and affectation of noyelty, and c 
winking out of the common way, may 
perſons of great parts aſtray in their inquixies 
after truth, and hath often done ſo. _ : 
But there are other paſſions and affections, 
that have a ſtill leſs friendly influence, and which 
are apt to give a wrong byaſs to the mind. 
duch is that keenneſs and bitterneſs of ſpirit, 
which diſpoſeth a man to find fault, and to Put 
the moſt unfavourable conſtructions upon perſons 
and things. I will not charge the late Lord 
Bolingbroke with having been really under the 
* & re 


8 Reflections onthe Late © 
influence of ſuch a temper ; but there are ſeveral 
things in his letters which have that appearance. 
In his refletions upon exile he layeth it down 1 
a rule, fo live and write without paſſion ; he talks 
as if he had got above all outward evils, and 
had attained to a perfect tranquillity, And yet 
in theſe very reflertions there are ſeyeral paſſages 
that diſcover a very ſtrong reſentment, and grext 
bitterneſs of ſpirit. He there in 
ul leans the benefit his fer 
he ſuffered for them That the 
perſons in n and 
8 ſaved the public, conf] and accom- 
« pliſhed bis private win: theſe were his 
« accuſers, and the giddy croud his 


ce his coun 
« yices, 


«« judges: That art j F 


&© to make his beſt action 
& to ſtain his character — for this pu 
*« the ſacred voice of the Senate was to 
** pronounce a lye; and thoſe records, which 
« ought to be the eternal monuments of truth, 
*© became the vouchers of impo prune 
© lumny “,“ This is very ſtron y 
I ſhall not at t in ee 
juſtneſs of thoſe "efle&ions I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, that this is not the language of a man who 
lives and writes without paſſion, or who is ſo indif- 
erent to common cenſure or approbation, as he pit: 
feſſeth himſelf to be +. Nor js it eaſy to reconcile 
this with that philoſophic calmneſs, that moders- 
tion, and tranquillity of mind, elch he ſome- 
times maketh ſo great a ſhew of. There are ſeveral 


„ved. I. p. 270, 271, f Vol I. p. 6. 
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Lord Bolingbroke's Letters. 9 
parts of his letters, as I may have occafion more | 
diſtinctly to obſerve afterwards, in which he ex- 

himſelf with all the rage and virulence 
of a paſſionate writer, 5 85 

Ames not F mach to be wondered at, if he 
diſcovered a reſentment againſt thoſe whom he 
might apprehend to be the authors of his ſuffer- 
ings ; but there are ſeveral things that look as 
if he cadet Keio ah 78 
the Critics, C Antiquaries, and of the 
Larned in general, even thoſe of them that have 
been in the higheſt reputation, he frequently 
exprefſeth the utmoſt contempt. He inveighs 
ſererely againſt the Divines, antient and modern; 
and repreſerits even thoſe of them, who, he 
lays, may be called ſo without a ſneer, as not 
lagacious or not honeſt enough, to make an 
Linn pig The gent of the 
Law fall under his heavy cenſure z and he will 
ſarce allow, that fince lord Bacon, and the 
eul of Clarendon, there have been any of them 
that have attained to any eminent degree of 
karning and knowlege ; and he taketh upon 
him to foretel, that except there ſhould come 
ſome better age, there will not be any ſuch 
among them for the future. The Members of 
Parliament he repreſents as regarding the buſineſs 
A= only as a trade; that few know, 

ſcarce any reſpect, the Britrfh conſtitution ; 
ind that the very idea of wit, and all that can 
be called taſte, has been loſt among the Great. 
duch general cenſures might be expected in a 
iter that profeſſedly ſets himſelf to diſplay his 


r r ere 


is, to keep us from ſufferipg ourſelves to be too 
ſtrongly byaſſed in favour of a writer ſo diſtin- 
gulbed, by his abilities, and who putteth on 
ch ſpecious appearances. 
I ſhall now proceed to a more diſtinct exams 
nation of Lord Bolingbroke's Letters, | 
In them we may find, as hath been already 
|binted, many and fine obſervations relati 
to the fudy and uſe of hiſtory ; delivered 
eat clearneſs of expteſſion, and propriety « 
entiment. Hig directions are full of good ſenſe, 
and many of them very aptly illuſtrated 
proper and well-choſen inſtances. In 
i muſt be allowed, that his obſervations con- 
. Cerning the uſcfulneſs of hiſtory, the advantage 
he aſcribes to it, and the ends to be propoſed in 
it, are, for the moſt part, juſt ; but there » 
not much in them that can be regarded as pet. 
bea new. 1 do not ſay this by way of 6 
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that ate — be adds —— This uſe, 1 
6 which I make the 


* the 


nere 8a 8s 4 Sera 


ſiſted on by tho 


proper and principal uf 


ſtudy of hiſtory, is not in 
* who have. - writ concerning the _ 
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Lord Bolingbroke's Letters. 34 
this, with the examples it affordeth, he diſcards 
s of little or no uſe) were the beſt, the n 


ection in practice. 

« ſtory is philoſophy, teachin 
1 pb mr 4 ls Fo in 
* private and . : : 


« up to public and private "nome, He 
—— able to read, 


ve are only paſſen ojourners in this 
* world; but we are abſolute 
* firſt ſteps we take in it. Our guides are often 
ignorant, often unfaithful. t by this map 
* of the country which Hiſtory ſpreads before 
* us, we may learn, if we | 


rangers at the 


Bu 


# 


| to guide our- 
ry is the guide he 


conduct them in their 


DEES ELEESESS EE err TAS 


circumſtances of public and 


: 


private life. 


2 


Vol. I. p. 15, 7 f Ib.p 71, 12. 
Hiſtory 


£4 -Refleftions on the Las 
&' 


but there art other means of inftruQion 
tobe Joined with-it in order-to its anſwering the 
end, It is not to ſerve inſtead of every 
atid to ſu all other methods of inſtruc- 
tion: "We ſtand in need of being well- ſeaſoned 
and principled with a juſt ſenſe of the monl 
S 


ſiſteth upon it, that we muſt ly ourſelves © 
hiſtory — © in @" philoſop iri — * 
1 ner.“ He obſerveth, wk ery i 
«ar exam ples in hiſtory may be of — 
times in lar caſes, but that the upp 
« cation of thetm is dan — He would 
haye a man therefore ſtu hiſtory as he would 
Rudy philoſophy. '-And in the account he give 
in his third letter of what is neceffary in order to 
make a right uſe of hiſtory, he carrieth it ſo fat 
and really maketh the work fo difficult, as to be 
above what can be expected from the 
of mankind; andconcludeth with faying, that 
as by ſuch methods as theſe a man of parts ma) 

& improve the ſtudy of hiſtory to its proper and 


«© principal uſe . — Where he ſeemeth d 
repreſent the making a right uſe of hiſtory 28 
very difficult thing, which none but men of pats 

* Vol. I. p. 58. +lb. p. 65, 66. 


and 


* Hiftory is, no dovbt, very uſeful in its proper 
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| Lord Bdlingbroke nas 45 | 
and of philoſc ſpirits, are" able « 
which r L Lees and Nh 


ue ee | 
lu this paſſage the uſe andadvantage 0 pr 


ſeems to be confined within to narrow; 
ain ſome of the former it had | bern xt 


far. LE 
S fled 1 
with great di 


As tothe method to be 
that have written on 11 ſubject 


kim, yet the only one he particularly mentions 
Bidin, He obſerveth, — 00 A con 


« we are to take firlt a 
« {al hiſtory and. chronology 2 abſtracts, 
and then to ſtudy all particular hl hiſtoricy_and 


* ſyſtems,” — = 
remarketh, that—— rue 8e erg take y 

whole lives, and leave us no time for a 

* or would make us unfit for it. 2 
dterwards he obſerves, 55 de the man 
* who reads without diſcerament and choice, 
* and, like.Bogjn's pupil, reſulyes to read all, will 
* not have time, nor capacity neither, todo any 
0 thing elſe 1＋. — But J cannot think it was 
Badin's intention to lay it as an injunctiqn upon 
lis pupil to read without choice and. « lecrn- 
ment all t nf FAT, hiſtocies' that have ever 
been publi But the meaning is, that the 
teſt and moſt regular way of reading and ſtudy- 
ag kiltory is, firſt to take a brief general view 
ad ſurvey of univerſal hiſtory and chronology, 


* Ib. p. 69. + lb. p. 142, 143. 2 


* Reflections on the Late 


and then to proceed to the hiſtories of particular 
countries, nations, and ages, And this appeareth 
to be a very reaſonable and natural method 
And if Bodin propoſes the taking a large ſcope 
and compals in reading hiſtory, his lordſhip, 
though he ſeems here to blame him for it, ſome- 
times expreſſeth himſelf in a manner that looks 
no dtex r il for he recommendeth the read- 
ing hiſtory of all kinds, of civilized and unc- 
2 75 of ancient and modern rn neceſ- 
to give us a right knowl human 
2 1 and of *. ray He obſerves in hi 
letter, that — man is the ſubje' of 
« every hifto , and to know him well, we muſt 
Wo 1 i bn nd conifer himas hiſtory alone can 
1 preſent . Jac = in in every coun- 
„E h i, in If ard in" tek 
Hiſtory Alice 2 all kinds, of civilized 
« and uncivilized, of antient and modern ma- 
4% tions, in ſhort, all hiſtory that deſcends to 4 
* ſofficient detail of human actions and chanc- 
* ters, is uſeful to brin us acquainted with our 
4 ſpecies, nay with ourſelves v. — And 
larly, with reſpect to antient hiſtory, he mention- 
eth it in his nd letter as a great ere 
- that — * in antient hiſtory the beg beginning, © 
* progreſſion, and the end, "appear not of par - 
* cular reigns, much leſs of particular enter 
prizes, or ſyſtems of policy alone, but of go 
«© vernments, of nations, of empires, and al 
« the various ſyſtems that have ſucceeded one 
& another in the courſe of their duration 1. 


Vol. I. p. 170. 7 Ib. p. 42. And 
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18 Refletions on he Lit 


Pa upon literature. & 

: A then hol Boers proceed. 0 thoſ pallgs in 
ters, which 1 EX 

holy. ipteres, and Cite e 

And, eee - i 

| reflections he has made upon the conſe- 


| — 2 and the ate 
2 of tings wh under Wer er Eftablilhment. 


1. may ſeem alittle ſueprifing, dus 6 a 
writer, and one who, as he lets us — 
from bis youth loved ſtudy and application, 
ſhould yet, in ſeveral parisof theſe Letters, expreſs 


- 1 Ghall et cou the cia Ke hc b 
tc 


himſelf in a manner that ſeems calculated to 
t 


SS SS = 


throw a contempt upon learning, and to 
men off from apply ing themſelves to the 
of it. rem Fiend of ſhould; I think, 
aoknow that there is a regard due to thoſe 
that in ſeveral ways have contributed to 
promote it. But this ingenious writer takes 
every occaſion to place them in a ridiculous of 
ible light. In his firſt Letter, he gives 
a very diſadvantageous idea of thoſe who, as he 
it * make fair copies of foul ma- 
give the ſignification of hard words, 
A and take a great deal of other grammatical 

ins. He owns indeed, they * 
2 to fludy with greater caſe, and to pu 
more uſeful; but he aſſures us, that they neit 
grow wiſer nor better by fludy themſetves, Eq 
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Lird Bolingbroke's Letters. 109 
adds, that the obligation to theſe men 
« would be great indeed, if they were in gene- 
tal able to do any thing better, and ſubinitted 
« to this drudgery for the uſe of the public,” as 
« ſome of them, it muſt be owned - with 
t tude, have done; but not later, I think, than 
bout the time ofthe reſurrection of letters. 
And he at length cyndeſcendeth.todeclare; that 
they deſerve encouragement; whilſt they con- 
* tinue to compile, and neither affect wit, nor 
* preſurne to reaſon *.“ This is a very hard 
cenſure pronounced upon all thaſe, without dif- 
tn&tion, that about the time of the teſurtection 
of letters, 7, e. for theſe two centuries paſt, have 
tmpiled dictionaries or gloſſaries, or have revi- 
ſed and publiſhed antient manuſcripts, or correct 
editons of books; or who have been employed 
n explaining hard words, and in clearing obſcute 
paſſages, in antient authors, or making critical 
obſervations upon them, and in other things of 
that kind. Not content to repreſent them as 
diolutely void of genius, and having no preten- 
to wit or reaſon, and as neither wiſer not 
better for their ſtudies themſelves, he will not 
low, that any of them had the public good in 
"ew in the drudgery they ſubmitted to. But I 
know a greater ſign of a malignity of 
emper, than a diſpoſition to give the worſt turn 
"every thing, and to judge harſhly of the in- 
"ard intentions of mens hearts; when there is 
dothing in their actions to ſapport ſuch a judg- 
nent. It were eaſy to name perſons, that with- 
* Val. I. p. 55 6. ; 
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20 Reflections on the Late 
in theſe. two laſt centuries have employed them. 
| ſelves in the way he mentions, who were-unque 
ſtionably men of great judgment and genius s 
well as induſtry : or, at leaſt, a ſmall ſhare of 
good-nature and candour would incline one to al. 
low them the praiſe of having had the public 
utility in view in works, which, by his own 
acknowlegement, have greatly ſerved the inter- 
_ of learning, and contributed to the ſpreading 
ot it. | 
But how meanly ſoever he thinks of the gram- 
marians, critics, compilers of dictionaries, and res 
viſers and publiſhers of manuſcriprs, he maketh 
a ſtill more diſadvanta repreſentation of 
antiquaries and chronologers. Speaking of per- 
ſons that have hitherto been regarded as of great 
figure and eminence in the republic of letterg, be 
avoweth —— © a thorough contempt for the 
„ whole buſineſs of their learned lives; for al 
<« the reſearches into antiquity, for all the - 
« ſtems of chronology and hiſtory, that we one 
to the immenſe labours of a Scaliger, a BY 
« chart, a Petavius, an Uſher, and even a Mer 
« {bam . It ſeems very odd, for one that 
ſpeaks ſo highly of the advantage of hiftory, u 
expreſs ſuch a contempt for the labours of chro- 
e which certainly are of great uſe fot d. 
geſting hiſtory into its proper periods, in order 0 
a regular and orgerly conception and underſtand- 
ing of it. In a paſſage cited above, he mentioneth 
it among the adyantages of hiſtory, eſpecial) 
antient hiſtory, that we there ſee events as the) 
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Lord Balingbroke's Letters, 
followed one another; — © that there the begin- 
4 * ning, theprogretizon, _—_— appear, not of 

e particular enter- 
3 n 
vernments, of nations, of empires, and o 
the various ſyſtems chat have ſucceeded — 
8 2 
This ſeems to ſhew the advantage, and even ne- 
ceſſity, of chronology; and, with regard to this, 
- labours of a Scaliger, a Petavius, and Uſher, 

y uſeful and commendable. To endea- 
— to Agel the hiſtory of mankind, and of the 
principal events that have ha in the world, 
u 2 regular ſeries, to mark the riſe and fall of 
des and empires, to compare and connect the 
liſtories of t countries and nations, ſa- 
ced hiſtory and profane; and, in order to this, 
ola together the ſcattered hints and fragments 
« dufcrent ages; is, notwithſtanding his degrad- 
ng repreſentation of it, a noble employment, an 
employment that even a Sir Mee Meter judged 
wt to be unworthy of his great genius. Ona 
would be apt to think, that every impartial per- 
kn, who hath a juſt value for learning, muſt have 
ent honour or thoſe that have taken pains to 
theſe things in a proper light: and where 
ſolute certainty cannot be attained to, an happy 
anjefture may be both pleaſing and uſeful, 
In his third Letter, he findeth great fault with 
© that make laborious inquiries into the firſt 
ginals of nations. And in his fifth Letter, he 
uneth the noble lord to whom he writes, to 
r none of bis time away, as he ſaith be himſelt 
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22 Reflections oz the Late 


had done, in groping in the dark in bis ſearch; 
into antiquity . He ſpeaks with conte 

what he calls dry regiſters of uſeleſs anecdotes ; 
and declares, that=— * ten millions of ſuch 
* anecdotes, though they were true ; and com- 
e plete authentic volumes of Egyptian or Chal. 
« dean, of Greek or Latin, of Gallic or Britiſh, 
% of French or Saxon records; would be of no 
“ value in his ſenſe, becauſe of no uſe towards 
«© our improvement in wiſdom and virtue; if 
* they contained nothing more than dynaſties 
and genealogies, and a bare mention of remark- 
able events in the order of tune, like jour- 
* nals, chronological tables, or dry and meagre 
* annals.” —— But whatever opinion I may 
have of his lordſhip's taſte, I cannot help think- 
ing, that in this be is too rigid, It ſeems to be: 
very natural and unblameable curioſity, to ſearch 
as far as we can into the receſſes of antiquity, and 
the originals of nations ; and there is a pleaſure 
even in thoſe glimmerings of light that break 
through the obſcurity, provided we do not te- 
preſent thoſe things as certainties, which are on- 
ly conjectural. And I believe there are few but 
would be apt to wiſh, that there were u 
* thentic volumes of Fgyptian or Chaldecn, 
« Greek or Latin, Gallic or Britiſh records,” 
—— even though they were only like what bt 
calls — “ dry and annals,” or, as he 
- elſewhere ſpeaks, — * the gazettes of antiqur 
ty; — and contained dynaſties and genes 
* Vol.l. p. 149. f Ib. p. r50. 
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Lird Bolingbroke's Letters. 23 
logies, with a mention of remarkable events that 
happened to thoſe nations in the order of _ 
ike journals, or chronological tables. And i 
any learned man could difcover ſuch antient au- 
thentic records or monuments, few, I ſhonld 
think, woold blame him, or think him idly em- 
ployed in publiſhing them to the world. | 

It looks a little odd, that there is no kind of 
men for whom, throughout theſe Letters, he 
ſheweth a leſs regard than for thoſe that are ge- 
nerally accounted men of learning, Speaking 
of thoſe who affect the reputation of great 
* ſcholars, at the expence of groping all their 
lives in the dark mazes of antiquity,” —— 
he fays, that © all theſe miftake the true 
deſign of ftudy, and the true uſe of hi- 
* ſtory,” Great as the advantages are that 
he aſcribeth' to hiſtory, and which he thinks 
every man is capable of that is able to read, and 
to reffect upon what he reads, yet a credita- 
ble kind of ignorance is, in his opinion, the 
* whole benefit which the generality even of the 
* moſt learned reap from it.. And he inti- 
mates, that the only effect of their reading and 
ſtudying hiſtory is, to become pedants, i. e. as he 
aplaineth it. * worſe than ignorant, always 
* mcapable, ſometimes meddling and preſu- 
N ming . And elſewhere he =) Fi teth 
the credulous learned as only employed © in 
© wrangling about antient traditions, and ringing 
different changes on the ſame ſet of bells . 


* Vol. I. p. 14, 15, 21. 1 Ib. p. 169. 
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24 Neflections on the Las 
To all which may be added, what he faith, ig 
his Letter on —ů — 
concerning 
% who, far from owning that he | wavy ra 
© his time, yes others for doing it; that l 
« lemnmor who abſtains from the pleaſure, 
* and declines the buſineſs of the world, that he 
% may dedicate his whole time to the ſearch 
CES and the improvement of . know. 
t lege. He ſuppo 
« ti he is become a great critic in Latin and 
* Greek, in the Oriental in hiſtory and 
6 chronology 3 and not only fo, but to have 
4 ſpent yeargin ſtudying philoſophers, commen- 
** tators, rabbies, and whole legions of modern 
, doors, and to be extremely well verſed in il 
1 mag been written concerpipg the nature of 
God, and of the ſoul of man, about matter and 
76 form, body and ſpirit, &c *.”— And ye 
he pronounceth, that, notwithſtanding all 
learning, he is in a ſtate of i norance, for want of 
having“ examined the l principles, apd the 
* — A4 facts, an which « theſe queſtions 
depend, h an abſolute indifference af —. 
© ment, {ſcrupulous exactneſs . 
This he applet to be the caſe of" nay 
« a great ſcholar, many a profound 
% many. a Aha viſt" — 
© appeareth from o bee in his * o 
eyery learned man, of every philoſopher and di 
vine whatſoever, that believeth Chriſtianity On 
the other hand, he declareth concerning ide 


* Vol. II. p. 217, 212. 1 Ib. p. 213, 214. 
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n who hath his life in the 
a or or buſineſs of LOT — that whenever —— 


he ſets about the work of examining 
pd judging for hiaſell——> 2 
* things 47 importance to us 
. — pi be 1a hereafter, be will ſoon 
3 over the learned philoſo · 
* pher. For he will ſoon have ſecured what is 
* neceflary to his happineſs, and may fit down 
* inthe 1 N knowlege; 
« of with greater advantage and — 
« on to the een of new knowlege; 
* whilſt the other continues his ſearch after thingy 
* that are in their nature, ta ſay the beſt of them, 
1 , precarious, and ſuperfluous b. 
nt ridrmrat Ma Gann. | 
Gions of a like kind, which occur in theſe Letters, 
ſeems to be ta contempt upon what have 
been hitherto Mp tro or 
nture, 1 


ſtudies, _ and philoop jerry 
concerning the nature o bear human ſoul, 


and a oſophical theological ſub- 
NE 
uſe; and only a more ſpecious kind of idleneſs, 
And if this bs the caſe, I think it is wrong to 
complain of the Goths, Vandals, Saracens, and 
other barbarous nations, that burnt whole libra- 
nes, and deſtroyed the monuments of learning, 
They rid the world of a great deal of uſeleſs 
lumber, which tempted men to miſ-ſpend their 
time and pains ; and it would have been an ad- 


* Vol. II. p. 216, 217, 


vantage 


26 Reflections on the Laue 
vantoge to n if more of thern Had bien 
defiroyed: inſtead of being thankful to thoſe 
learned perfons that have taken ſuch pains to re. 
cover and publiſh antient monuments, we are 
only to regard them as induftrioas triflers, to 
whoſe labours the world is very little; obliged, 
Nor can I fee, upon ſuch a view of things, wha; 
uſo or need there is of ſeminaries of learning, 
But, in good carneft, can this be ded is a 
proper way to mend our taſte, and help forward 
our improvement? Such a way of thinking, 
if it generally obtained, would, it is to be fea 
inſtead of producing an extraordinary refinement 
of taſte, tend rather to fink us into ignorance 
and barbariſm, and bring us back to the dark- 
neſs of the moſt illiterate ages. | 

Taken in this view, I cannot think, that theſe 
Letters have a favourable aſpect on the intereſts 
of literature. Methinks there appeareth to be 
no great neceſſity at preſent of warning perſons 
not to ſpend their lives in laborious purſuits of 
learning. The prevailing turn of the age doth 
not ſeem to lie this way, Many of our gentle- 
men will no doubt be very well pleaſed to be aſ- 
ſured, that though they paſs their lives in the bu- 
fineſs or pleaſures of the world, yet if they at 


and conſult the oracle of their own reaſon, with- 
out any regard to the opinion of others, or trou- 


bling themſelves to read the writings of philoſo- 
phers or divines, they are in a more likely way 
of diſcovering truth, and making a Progr 4 


length ſet themſelves to examine firſt principles, 
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Lord Bolingbroke's Letters. 25 
uſeful knowlege, than any of thoſe * ſo. 
« jen mortals, who abſtain from the plea» 
« ſures and decline. the buſineſs of the world, 
« that they may dedicate their whole time to- 
« the ſearch of truth, and the improvement of 
„knowledge. This is certainly a. very 
— 2 n | 
and eaſy way for ' attaining to wiſdom, When 
they find a man of his lordihip's fine and | 
taſte, and great talents, and who by his own a- 
—_—_— _—__ —_— 
inquiries, ncing them abſolutely: 
uſeleſs ; will be be porch. wide 
CT for it, and not give. themſelves the 
trouble of laborious ſtudy ; the reſult of which 
might be only filling their heads with what he 
— r, and expoſing them to 
— character of 4, i. e. as he 
deſeribeth them, © men worſe than ignorant, 
« always incapable, ſometimes meddling and 
a ming, "—— Inſtead of loch learned Nudg- 
ery, the more eaſy and delightful taſk of ſtudy- 
ing modern hiſtory, may be ſufficient to furniſh- 
them with all the knowlege they want, and an- 
[wer every end of uſeful improvement. 

But ſurely ſucha manner of repreſenting things 
is not altogether juſt, nor is this the moſt effectu- 
al way of promoting real improvement in wiſ- 
dom and virtue, Great is the extent, and wide 
— 2 of ſcience, Many noble ſubjects there 

uiry, which well deſerve our attention. 
The delrr e of knowlege is the ſtrongeſt in the 


pobleſ 


28 Reflections an the Late 
nobleſt minds; but comparatively ſmall is the 
els that a man is capable of making by 
— unaſſiſted ability, within the ſhort 
compaſs of this preſent life: and therefore, be his 
abilities never ſo great, he will need the aſſiſtance 
of others, and ought to be very thankful for it, 
Many excellent perſons in different ages haveem- 
ployed their pains this way; and a mighty ad- 
vantage that man hath, who has the opportu- 
nity, and knows how to improve it, of profiting 
by their labours, He may, ing 
increaſe his ſtock of knowlege, may meet wi 
many valuable hints, which elſe would not have 
occurred to him, and may find important ſub- 
jects ſet in a clearer light than otherwiſe he 
would have ſeen them, The author. of-our be- 
ings, who hath implanted in us the deſire of 
knowlege, and fitted us for communicating our 
ſentiments, undoubtedly deſigned, that, in ac- 
iring knowlege, as well as in other things, we 
Id be helpful to one another, and not depend 
merely upon ourſelves, And this is the great 


0 , 
ought alſo to take in all the helps and advantages 
wie can get: and he that is careful to improve 
thoſe helps which are afforded him, and who, 
without ſubmitting implicitly to. the judgments 
and opinions of others, endeavours to make the 
beſt uſe he can of their\ labours and ſtudies, 2 
well as of his own thoughts, is in a far more yo 
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Lord Bolingbroke's Letters. 49 
of improving his knowlege, and will 
Ma eee to God, and to all wiſe 
men, than he that, from a vain confidence in his 
own judgment, deſpiſeth and rejecteth thoſe 
helps, and, under 22 of conſulting the 
oracle of reaſon in his own breaſt (for, as his 
lordſhip expreſſeth it — © man's reaſon 
« is every man's oracle”) — will not give him- 
ſelf the trouble to read and to examine what 
others have ſaid and thought before him. Such 
an high .conceit of a man's own capacity and 
judgment, ſuch an ſelf-ſufficiency, and 
2 contempt of the labours and ju of 
others, is not a very proper diſpoſition for find- 
ing out truth. A man of this character was 
curus, Who boaſted that his knowlege was 
of his own acquiring, and ſcorned to to 
be beholden to any other for his notions. | 
Having conſidered thoſe parts of the late 
Lord Bolingbroke's Letters that ſeem not very fa- 
vourable to the _— = R—_— 22 
now proceed to is the princi 
heſe Romnrks, to examine — — tes 
caſt upon the ſacred monuments of our religion. 
He firſt attacks the hiſtory of the Bible, eſpecially 
22 
then to a more direct attem ; 
Chriſtian E this appears not — 
he treats of merely by I to be a point 
he has formally in view, and for which he pro- 
feſſes a kind of zeal. I ſhall therefore contihr 
dſtintly what he hath offered. 


\ 


In 


36 Reflections on the Lale 

In bis third Letter on the ſtudy of hiſtory, be 
ſettoth himſelf to conſider the Rate of antient 
hiſtory, both ſacred and profane: and begin 
with declaring his reſolution — © to ' ſpeak 
e plainly and particularly in favour of common 
*« ſenſe, againſt an abſurdity which i: almoſt 
« ſanctiſied . — beving woo ae 
ſervations on the ſtate of — 
N 

gether uncettain; he next comes to apply theſe 
obſervations to antient ſacred hiſtory . What 
he ſeems at firſt to e, is, to ſhew, chat it 
b“ inſufficient to give us light into the 
« ofiginal of antient nations, and the hiſtory of 
2 dat a ages we commonly call the firſt ages,” 
—— But it is evident, that, undet pretence of 
ſhewing this, his intention is, 10 repreſent the 
whole | hiſtory of the Bible as abſolutely uncer- 
tain, and not at all to be depended upon fot 4 
juſt aceount of facts. He net cnly. denieth 
that the writers of the hiſtorical parts of the 
Qld Teſtament were divinely inſpired, but be 
will not allow them the credit that is due to any 
common honeſt hiſtorians, He repreſents thoſe 
hiſtories as delivered to us on the faith of a 
<- ſuperſtitions people, among hom the cuſtom 
and art of lying prevailed remarkably 7. 

and obſerves, that“ the Fewwifh hiſtory nevet 
© obtained any credit in the world, till Chriſt- 
„ anity was eſtabliſhed $.” He ſometimes cx 


Vol. I. p. 70. Þ Ibid. p. 83. et ſeq: 1 Ibid. p. 87. 
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Lord Bolingbroke's Letters. 42 
himſelf, as if he were willing to allow 
the divine inſpiration of the doctrinal and pro- 
phetical parts of the Bible, and were only for 
rexeting the hiſtorical. And this he pretends 
to be the beſt way to defend the authority of the 
Scriptures ®, But it is evident, that this is only 
2 neer, For he was, no doubt, ſenſible, that 
the facred hiftory is ſo interwoven with the 
prophecies and laws, that if the former is to be 
regarded as lying fiction, and not at all to be 
d&pended the divine authority of the other 
annot be ſupported. : And what he afterwards 
repeatedly affirmeth of Chriſtianity,” that the 
credit of its divine inſtitution ' upon 
ht, holdeth: equally concerning the Old Teſta- 
After having done what he can, in his third 
Letter, to ſhe the uncertainty of antient ſacred 
u well as profane hiftory ; he begins his fourth 
with obſerving; that as we are apt naturally 
to apply to 'ourſelves what has to 
other men; and as examples take their force 
* from hence; ſo what we do not believe to 
have we ſhall not thus apply; and, 
for want of the ſame application, ä 
* will not have the ſame effect. And 

be adds Antient hiſtory, ſuch antient hiſtory 
" 48 I have deſcribed ' — [in which antient 
fred hiſtory is manifeſtly comprehended]J— 
zs quite unfit in this reſpect to anſwer the ends 
that every reaſonable man ſhould promiſe to 


1 himſelf 
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32 Reflections on the Late 
© himſelf in this ſtudy ; becauſe ſach anten 
« hiſtory will never gain ſufficient credit with 


| 2X © 


tween them, and Amadis of Gaul, is this, that 
— “ In Amadit of Gaul we have a thread of 
« abſurditics that lay no claim to belief; but 
« antient traditions are an heap of fables, under 
„% which ſome particular truths inſcrutable, and 
« therefore uſeleſs to mankind, may lie con- 
« ccaled, which have a juſt pretence to nothing 
4 mote — [I. e. to no more credit than Anni 
of Gaul] —* and yet impoſe themſelves upon 
« us, and become, under the venerable name of 
« antient hiſlory, the foundation of modern 
« fables T. He doth not directly apply this 
to the Scriptures. But no one can doubt that 
this was his intention. It is too evident, that theſe 
* Vol I. p. 118. + Ibid. p. 120, 121. 
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Lord BoLiNGBROKESs LETTERS. 
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roars 1 


An Examination of the principal thi 
his Lordſhip to invali . md 
edibility of the Sacred Hiſtory. 

W 


AVING given this general view of the 

author's deſign, I ſhall now proceed to: 

more diſtin& and particular examination of the 

principal things he hath offered to invalidate the 

authority of the Old Teſtament Hiſtory. What 

he faith of Chriſtianity ſhall be conlidered af 
wards. 

I need not take much notice of what he hat 
urged Jo ſhew, that the writers of the Sacted 
Books did not intend an univerſal hiſtory, 0 
{yſtem of chronology . I know nobody th 


Vol. I. p. 202. et ſeq. 


— 
5 


Lr 


for 


mes. This then is the point we are to conſider, 
Ia us therefore examine what proofs or argu» 
nents he hath brought againſt the truth and 
Some of the things offered by him to this 
purpoſe have ſcarce ſo much as the | 
« argument, Of this kind is what 


ach 29 4 Bongzes or Talapoins w 
bluſh to relate; do not ſee 


D 2 been 


— 


36  Refledions u Lite. " 
tbean made id it. It 'would have betn:cadfy for 
es, if he had been'a fabulons writer;'to ham 
filled up this part of His hiſtory with morvelou 
relations, and to have embetiithed it uch duch 
fictions concerning our firſt parents, and the mol 
antient — as our author here 'refcreett 
to: and his not having done 0 is n ſtrung pe- 
ſomption in his favour, chat he did nat 8 
way to fancy or invention, but wit Downt 
ſacts as they came 40 him, with, an unaffactal 
f@mplicity. His accoums art mort, becauſe | 
kept cloſe to truth, and took cate to recard 10 
more of thoſe times than he Had good informs 
tion of, or than was nocbiſary to e 
had in view; which ſeemns principally to 
been to give a brief account of che creation, th 
of the firſt human pair, tlie placing 
them in Paradiſe, the fall, aud the e nd 
were the moſt remarkable events of that perioc 
and to continue the line from: Adam by Sb u 
2 es afterwards he-docs (ous bien hs 
m. | 
What bis lordſhip abs concerning 
bluuders of che Few /b chronologers , 
much more to his purpaſe, except bed 
, that thoſe . are See 
the Scri 3 which is fo für fan bung © 
that, if accurately examined, argumenm n 
be brought from thoſe very Scripgutes 1 10 0 
ſute the blunders he mentions. 
As to the Genese in nen ur d 
+ between the Scripture - accounts of Ut 


* Vol. I. p. 104. + bid. p. 114, its. 
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thought to derogate from the credit and authority 
the Sacred Hiſtory, I cannot ce. 
Ns Nr. to thoſe things on which he 
to a greater 
e roy 
Writings amounteth 


9 


38 Neflections on the Late 
4 out of the fight of the reſt of the world. 
* That the Fewiſh hiſtory never obtained any 
© credit till Chriſtianity was eſtabliſhed ; but 
« though both Jews and Chriſtians bold the 
« ſame books in great veneration, yet each con- 
& demns the other for not underſtanding, or for 
& abuſing them — That the accidents which 
© have happened to alter the text of the Bible 
et ſhew, that it could not have been original 
« given by divine inſpiration; and that they 
et are come down to us broken and confuſed, 
te full of additions, inter polations, and 
« ſitions — That they are nothing more 
«© compilations of old traditions, and abridg- 
ments of old records made in later times 
« And that cut and Chriſtians differ amor 
te themſelves concerning almoſt every point that 
« ig neceſſary to eftabliſh the authority of thoie 
* books. He concludes with ſome obſervation 
© on the curſe ſaid to be pronounced by Ne 
« upon Canaen, which he would have pak f 
* an abſurd fiction of the writer of the bod 
« of Genefit; and he ſeemeth to have fingic 
9 — this as 3 inſtances If 

* find Seripture.— 

Leet us confider theſe things diſtinly. 
It is no juſt prejudice againſt the credit of d 


e 
— — 


thoſe 3 4% Slaves to the ER 
* Afyrians, Medes, and Perfians, us theie it 
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Lord Bolingbroke's Letters. 39 
11 empires iled . It rather furniſheth a 
proof of truth and impartiality of thoſe 
records, that they give an undiſguiſed account, 
not only of the flouriſhing times of their ſtate; 
for there were times in which they were flouriſh- 
ing, free, and i ndent ; but of their diſ- 


counts, were in a way of juſt puniſhment for 
their national iniquities, their diſobedience and 
ingtatitude. Yet under all theſe various revo- 


incorporated with their Though 


of 
ſancy adhered to their antient religion and laws, 


that with an unalterable zeal and con- 


which as of à divine original; a 
1 
nations to which they 
the account of which, they 


EE SES | SESRESSEEETSSES | 


begin to write hi till very 

knowlege” they had of other nations was very 
narrow and confined. And, particularly, they 
were in a great meaſure ſtran 
ls, cuſtoms, and hiftory, of the eaſtern nations, 
He himſelf obſerves, that after the times of 


Vol. I. p. 84. 
D 4 Alexander 


eraces, defeats, captivities, and all the calamities 
that befel them, which, according to theſe ac- 


tions their nation was never intirely loſt, nor 
conquerors 
of them revolted, ſtill there was a number 


were ſubjected, and, on 


to the languages, 


- z —— 
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Alexander the Great, and even long after tho 
Scriptures were tranſlated into Greet, the 
ir hiſtory, were neglected by them, 
| as much unknown as 
And yet certain it is, that the Few 
were then a conſiderable people, and that the 


Greeks had many i ae of being. a 
vainted with them. Let us grant ts 
that this was owing, not ta. want of 
curiolity in the Greeks,. fſince—* they were, as 
he obſerves, inquiſitive to the highelh degree, 
% and publiſhed as many idle traditions. of other 
. 
contempt, ti | & Jeu. What 
—.— thence? Do it follow, that 
ewifh; Scriptures, ate not. authentic, nor their 
iſtories to be credited, becauſe the Greeks neg- 
lected or deſpiſed them, and did not own. their 
authority? This is cafily accounted, far. by any 
one that conſiders the nature of the Jeuiſb in- 
ſtitutions. It. is not ta be wondered at, chat a 
peop's ſo ere vainjas the Greeks-and,who 
aoked upon the ceſt of the world as Barbarans, 
ſhould, conceive an averſion or c for a 
nation whoſe laws and religion were ſo . different 
from their own, among whom all image: wotibip 
was moſt. expreſly prohibited, and nd adora tien 
was. paid to inferior deities, in which the religion 
of the Greeks, and of which they were extremely 


Fond, principally.conſiſtcd, If the Jeuiſb ſacred 


books. had. contained: ſtrangs ſtories, of the er- 
plojts of xhir gods, of their genealogies, battles, 
* Vol.I. p. 90. # Ibid, p. 88. v.19 
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Lord. Bolingbroke's Letters. 41 
amours, on traditions that tended to ſuꝑport 


ind 
a ſyſtem. of idolatry, the Greats undoubtedly 
would bave beep ready, gnough to tranſcribe. 
theſe things into their writings ; theſe fables 


would have been ſuited. to, their taſte, - But it 
cannot be ſuppoſed, that they, ſhould pay wk 
d to the accounts. given of extrao 
miraculous facts, that were deſigned to: eſtabli 
and give ſanction to a conſtitution, the manifeſt 
tendency; of which was to condemn and fubvert. 
kt rv wer worſhip, umme 
exceſſi 
Among 4 the enen egen 
er agen 10 the Jer WIA 
were themſelves. of all people 
ſtupidly idolatrous , One of their writers, bony 
of Alexandria, is particularly mentioned by our 
Nee af the Jews in a 
* manner neither much 10 their honour, nor ta 
that of their hiſtories. This ſeems to have 
rcommended' him to his lordſiip's favour ; for 
he ſpeaks of him as a man -— © of much eru- 
" dition, and, as having paſſad for for a curious, a. 
and: learned anti ——.though 
"ay nc Tee my get 
1 y — It We may | 
5 fragments of his work, which 7 
us, he was,” wich regard to the 
4 and malicious writer, who 
bes — appear to have been acquainted with 


their hiſtories: and though he pretended to 
ite againſt bene rg cably. have 


Pro- 


Vol. I. p. 90, 91. 
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procured information, if he had deſired it. And 


this appears to have been the caſe” bf ſeveral 


others of the heathen writers that mention the 


Jews. They ſcem not to have given theniſclyes 
the trouble ro make any diligent inquiry into 
their hiſtory or laws, as ==] themſelves, 
but W . with 1 traditions to 
their pre; yet in l the accounts' 
of the lei ri nen writers, imperſect 
as they are e are ſome valuable hints and 
traces to = ciſcerned, which ſhew the 525 
other thi report concerni . 
1551 is therefore 4 Hide odd, that lch a tre 


ſhould be laid this, that the Jewiſ 
« hi b es ined any credit the od, 
1 Hriſtianit was effabliſhed : — 1. . u 
obtained no c among the heathen nations; 


or, as he elſewhere expreſſeth it——*< we do not 
* find , that the authority of theſe books prevailed 


* There is an heathen writer of a very differeat charae 


725 ien, who gives a much more candid account of the 

710 n — . 
. He makes 
the cauſe of Mo/cs's ws ns be ks being dſl 


to 
fied with the falſe notions of God, and bis worſbi 


71 


obtained the Egyptians ; and ſuppoſes him | 
5 the 
— IICT im went 
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of their own nation, it mi 
and not without ſome ap 


{of - reaſon; 


T bins Nil} 36. ct 

Dat (what tit, aulber fee us chiefly to ind 
to ſhew that little ctedit is tu be giuon td 
oſt vritings ia “ that they! ate hiſtatiee de. 
< hvercd/to us on the faith: of itim 
„ Fl among whom the cuſtom and art of 
ah 91> Ms} temarkably *.”* $4 Sch 


order to form! a proper judgment gi this 
— ud take a brief vieut af the: fonrf 


Seri 
bs 
and 


, * Vol I. p. 8 32 4 
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gat have been: faid, 
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Lord Rolingbrake's Letters. 4g 
All worthip of inferior deities is forbidden; no 


deified heroes admitted; no ſuffered. 
of their cred rites ſeem to have been 


„ to thoſe ot 
the neighb nations, they might not 
with then, or learn their idolatrous 


— the JFaoltet for a long time, 
bear tou. ap oh Nor is there any likelihood. 
that they would have embraced or ſubmitted to 
2 conſtitution ſo different from the then generully 
prevailing idolatry, if it had not been for the 
manifeſt eo that were given them of its 
divine The author of theſe letters 
indeed intitmates, that many of their rites were 
derived from the Erlen; but whatever con- 
formity there might be in ſome in- 
ſtances; nothing is more cortain and 
than that the whole. of the Few 5 
ligion was moſt eſſentia to that of the 
Egyptians, and other pagan —— and tended 
to caſt eontempt on their adored deities, und on 
that idolatrous to which the heathens 
were ſo much addicted, and which was eſta- 
bliſhed by che laws' of their reſpective countries, 
As to the mori and devotional treatiſes, which 
make up another part of their ſacred writings, 
they are inconteſtubly excellent. Their poetry 
is of a moſt divine ſtrain, far ſuperior to that of 
other antient nations, having an unenampled 
dignity, elevation, and ſub# in it, filled with 
the nobleſt Tentiments of the vinity, and of his 


— n Fe, and governing 
The 


ration. And it deſerveth to be particularly 


ſervances, as if theſe would e 


the prophets, which in the ſtrongeſt 


46 Reflections on the Late 
The ſame obſervation may be made on the 
prophetical writings, in which we may diſcern 
many remarkable characters of genuine truth aui 
purity. A fervent zeal for God, and for pure 
and undefiled religion, every-where 't nor 
is there any thing in them that breathes the 
ſpirit. of this world, or that ſavours of ambition, 
artifice, or impoſture, The whole intention of 
them is maniteſtly to reclaim the people from 
idolatry, vice, and wickedneſs, to engage them 
to the pure worſhip of God, and to the practice 
of univerſal righteouſneſs, With a noble free- 
dom and jmpartiality do they reprove their ki 

- prieſts, people ; — beer 


in their evil and ſinful courſes; and en- 


 couraging them with the moſt gracious promiſes 


repentance, and new obedience : and all this 
mixed with many remarkable and expreſs pre- 
ditions of future events, which no human ſa- 
gacity could have foreſeen, and which derived 
ſuch an authority to them, that tho' they were 
often reproached and perſecuted when alive, their 
character and writings were afterwards regarded 
by the whole nation with the ndeſt vene- 
re- 
— that whereas the „ as well as man- 

ind, in all ages, have been prone to place re- 
ligion chiefly in external forms, * — 
neglect of the moral precepts, are many 
paſſages in their ſacred books, eſpecially thoſe of 
terms re- 

preſent 


the 


. 


views, or to preſerve 


that of other 


4. . 


is what this ur 


brief view-of the hiſtori- 
from 


1 


gn of it is not merely to 


oundeſt veneration 


inventions of 4 ſuperſtitious and 
rations as their laws, and in of the Lame noble 


ng people. 
the 
himſelf 


— wo inſufficiency of all: ritual ob- 
without real holineſs of heart and life; 


thief def 


| general idea of their hiſtory, it is of 
with their other ſacred books. It 


let us take a 
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a 


even ſpeak of them in a very diminutive 


HE 
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But as 
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u different 
cy 
where breathes 


tenden 
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v, vice, and 
l — hiſtory is 
to tench, and to this excellent end is it 
To which it may be added, that there 
obſervable in it remarkable characters 


city, and an im rtial regard to truth, 
in Et 


ded, 
licity and im 
chat deſerves to be Anke « wi Et 
ners, Egyptians, nor other people; 
formed their hiſtories — to the diſad van 
tage of their own nation, or charged them wich 
ſuch repeated revolts from the religion and laws 
of their country. Let us e the Jm 
never ſo much pay 
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ws are-excellent, no man can doubt 
— and confiders thetm), beit at 
uy ſenteth the -ingratitude, the 
ity, of chat people, their 
ns and abuſe of Jus 
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ſtedfaſtneſs in his covenant, in the ſtrongeſt light. 
Their difgraces, defeats, captivities, 0 
where concealed ; they are re ted as fre; 
brought under the yoke of the neigh- 
ring nations in a manner much to their diſ- 
honour; and their deliverances are aſcribed, not 
to their own wiſdom, conduct, and brayery, but 
to the mercy of God, upon their ntance, 
ln * word, their hiſtory is a continued account 
of God's tience, and juſtice, exer- 
ciſed wellen tg * of their Them 

ſe, and unaccountable conduct. This is ſo - 
manifeſt, that it hath been often turned to their 
reproach, and hath given occaſion to the repre- 
ſenting them as an obſtinate, ungrateful, and re- 
bellious race, and to ſuch a charge as St. Stephen 
advanceth againft them from their own Scrip- 
tures : Tt frffanecked, and uncircumciſed in heart 
ind ears, ye do always refift the Holy Ghoff * as 
year fathers did, fo do ye. Which of the prophets 
bove not your fathers perſecuted ? Acts vii. 51. 
Theſe confiderations naturally tend to derive a 
peculiar credit to the Fewrſh Scriptures, as con- 
tning true and faichful accounts, not forged by 
i ſuperſtitious lying people. Whatever opinion 
therefore we may have of the Fes, yet their 
ucred Books deſerve great regard. Nor is there 
wy ground to ſuppoſe, that theſe books or re- 
cords were of their inventing. At leaft, I believe, 
this will ſcatce be pretended with regard to the 
Jews in the latter times of their ſtate, however 
they might otherwiſe be addicted to fiction and 
embelliſhment,” ' 'They-reectved theſe books as 
| p E ſacred 
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2 r 
ſo full uaded of the divine original and 
— M PS laws, and the certainty and 
authenticity of theſe records, that the 
to them with a zeal ſcarce to be paralleled in any 
other nation : ſo great was the veneration they 
had for them, that after on 2 was com- 
leted, they were extremely ſcrupulous not to 
— 5 e to their Sacred Books, or 
receive any others into their number as of equal 
authority, though written by the greateſt and 
. Wileſt men of their nation. And if any perſons 
had endeavoured to alter or gorrupt- them, the 
fraud, the impoſture, muſt have been immedi- 
ately detected. For theſe Sacred Books were 
not, like thoſe of other nations, confined to the 
prieſts only; they were in the hands of the 
people, conſtantly and publicly read in their 
{Ynagogues 3 the laws, and the facts, were what 
ey were all acquainted with, and inſtructed in, 

from their infancy. _ RR 
If therefore there be any ground of / ſuſpicion, 
it muſt fall, not upon the latter Fews, but upon 
Ezra, and thoſe by whom the ſacred canon 
was finiſhed. If their hiſtory and Sacred Books 
were forged or corrupted, the moſt likely time 
that can be fixed upon for it is upon their return 
from the Babyloniſh captivity, And this ſeems 
to be the æta fixed upon by the author of theſe 
Letters. He obſerves — that the Pabylonb 
« captivity laſted ſo long, and ſuch circum- 
© ſtances, whatever they were, accompanied it, 
that the captives forgot their Country, and 
| cven 
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Lord Bolingbroke's Letters. 8 T 
even their lan , the Hebrew dialect, at 
« leaſt, and character,. And afterwards, 
he intimates, that the Scriptures were “ loſt 
during the captivity +.” — And he obſerves, 
that Ezra began, and Simon the juſt finiſhed, 
the canon of the Scriptures {|.”—— : 

Let us grant, that in the 225 captivity, 
the Jeus learned the Chaldee language, which 
thenceforth. became more familiar to Nen than 
the Hebrew; and that the old Hebrew character 
was, as many learned men ſuppoſe, though it is 
far from being certain, changed for the Chaldee ; 
the latter being fairer, eaſier, and more generally 
ned among the people; yet this is far from 
proving, either that the Hebrew language was 
nticely forgotten by them, or that their Sacred 
tooks were loſt in the captivity, There are 
many things that plainly ſhew the contrary, The 
prophet EzexiEL, who prophefied during the 
9200 to the Fews in Chaldea, writ and pub- 

his prophecies in Hebrew. So did the 
prophets HaGGal, ZECHARI1AH, and MaLAchr, 
who propheſied ſeveral years after the return 
from the Habyloniſb captivity : which ſhews, that 
de Hebrew language was ſtill in uſe, and was 
aderſtood by many of the people, The ſame 
ling may be concluded from this; that all the 
Lered Books that were written after the captivity 
ere written in Hebrew, except a part of EzRA 
nd DANIEL. NENEMIAEH, who had been a great 
mn in the Perfian court, writ his own memoirs 
n Hebrew: which ſhews, that the Jews who 
* Vol. I. p. 84. + Ibid. p. 101. | Ibid. p. 85. 
E 2- con- 
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continued in Perfia, their great men at leaſt, fill WM 
retained the knowlege of that language. And 
as the Hebrew language was not abſolutely for. | 
gotten among the Fews in their captivity, ſo Ml / 
neither were their Sacred Books intirely loſt, Ml ; 
Indeed it were abſurd to ſuppoſe it. That ˖ 
tivity, though it laſted ſeventy yeats from ( 
firſt beginning of it under Jehorakim, yet from Ml ; 
the time of the utter deſolation of Feruſalem, WM ; 
and the temple, and the carrying away the lat g 
remainder of the people to Babylin, continued Ml ; 
but about fifty years. And there were not a il jj 
few of them that had been carried away fron e 
d 
pt 
1 
th 
d 
b 


eruſalem, who ſurvived the he time, and 
lived to come back. Many of the priefts and 
Levites, and chief of the fathers, who ere antient 
men, that bad ſeen the firſt houſe, ben the foun- 
dation of the ſecond houſe was laid before their 
s, wept with a loud voice, Ext in. 12. Al 
thole among them that lived to ſeventy or cighty 
years were twenty or thirty years old when 
e ge and the Temple were dettroyed ; and to 
uppoſe, that theſe ſhould intirely forget ther 


be 

© 
language, or their religion, hiſtory, and lass is 1 
very abſurd. Add to this, that the people were th; 
in expectation of a deliverance, and reſtitution WM co. 
to their own land, of which the prophets bad en 
the 

anc 

thi 

ed 


aſſured them ; and this would natorally make 

them more carcful to preſerve their laws, and 
F the antient authentic records and memorials of 
their nation, It appeareth from the account 

given cf thoſe that returned, that many of the 

4 riefls the Levites, the Singers, the 2 
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ill Wi the Nethinims, &c. had preſerved their genealo- 
nd Wl gies during the captivity, in proſpect of their 
r- return, and of their being again employed in the 
lo ff facred functions; and thoſe who could not 
ſt. WH clearly ſhew their genealogies, were put from 
. the prieſthood, Exra ii. 62. Neb. vii. 64. 
Great numbers of the N alſo prove 
Mm their genealogies : and w there were any 
n, BW that could not do this, it is particularly taken no- 
alt I tice of, that they could not ſbem their fathers 
ed BY buyſe, Ezra ii. 59. It is manifeſt thereſore, 
dat chere were regiſtert of genealogies preſery- 
om By ed in Babylon; and is it not reaſonable to con- 
d dude, that they would be no leſs careful to 
and preſerve their Sacred Books, eſpecially thoſe of 
en Moſes, in which were their original records, and 
n- the laws on which their whole conſtitution 
e1 i depended? 
h If the Jeus had been for changing their own 
hen 
d to 
hetr 
5 
ere 
(100 
had 
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aws and cuſtoms, we may ſuppole it muſt have 

been in order to their adopting thoſe of their 
conquerors, and of the country to which 

vere tranſplanted, and in which they ſe 

But it is evident, that, in fact, they did not do 

this; ſince the whole ſyſtem of their worſhip and 

conſtitution was, upon their return, very differ- 

ent from that of the Babylonians. If therefore 

they learned their language, or uſed their letters 

ind characters in writing; yet {till it is certain, 

that they worſhiped not their gods, nor adopt- 

ed their religion, and ſacred rites. They ſlill pre- 

ed their own; and the captivity and deſo- 

* ation of their nation, which they looked upon as 

E 3 a puniſh- 
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a puniſhment for their manifold revolts, idola- 
tries, and deviations from their law, tended to 
mcreaſe, inſtead of extinguiſhing, their venera- 
—_ ren 
By DAxixLs ſolemn ſupplication and faſting, 
when the timecame that had been marked outin 
the prophecies for their return, it appeareth, that 
he had the book of IRE Man's ecies before 
him, Dan. ix. 2. And the confeſſion he there 
maketh is remarkable: All Tſrael have tranſgreſ- 
ed thy lau therefore the curſe is come upon ut; 
and the cath that is written in the law of Moſes 
the ſervant of God, becauſe we have finned againſt 
him-— And he hath confirmed his words which le 
ate againſt us, and againſt our judges that judged 
us— As it tis written in the law of Moſes, all 
this evil is come upon us, ver. 11, 12, 13. 
Here it is plaiply ſuppoſed, that there was a writ- 
ten law = Moſes extant in his time, known to him 
and to the people, and which was regarded as 
the law of God himſelf : that they had tranſ- 
Cones that law, and thereby had expoſed them- 
ſelves to the dreadful judgments ' denounced 
- againſt them, and written in that law, as the 
Juſt puniſhment of their revolt and diſobedience. 
Soon after this, when the 25 returned, under 


the conduct of ZexvBBABEL, Irsnua, and others, 

© we find them gathered, together to celebrate the 
| Feaſt of Tabernacles, in the ſeventh month, and 
offering the daily burnt-efferings, and thoſe of 
the new-moons, and ſet feafit, beſides free-oill 
offerings: and all this is ſaid to be done © 
written in the law of Moſes, Ezra iii. -. and 


ne 
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plainly ſheweth, that they had the written 


this 
hw of Moſes with them. They alſo appointed 
the Prieſts and Levites, in their ſeveral courſes, 
and the Singers, and ſervice of the temple, ac- 
cording to the ordinances of Dawid the man of God, 


= i 2a 


Ezra iii. 10, 11, The ſacred hymns or pſalms, 
therefore, that had been uſed in the temple- wor- 
ſhip, were not loſt in the captivity ; and indeed 
the Pſalms of David carry evident characters of 
genuineneſs in them. They were many of 
them compoſed on ſpecial occaſions, and adapt- 
ed to his peculiar circumſtances, .in a manner 
which plainly ſheweth they were not forged in 
after-times, And the preſerving ſo many of 
the plalms and hymns, ſome of which contain 
a abridgment of their ſacred hiſtory, is a mani- 
eld indication of the care they took; and that 
there was not a general deſtruction of their Sacred 
Books in the captivity. The ſame obſervation 
„au be applied to the prophetical writings, 
c. WW 9 to their ſacred records. It is plain, that the 
biſtory of their kings was preſerved; to which 
there-is frequent reference in books compiled 
ater the Babyloniſh captivity. a 
The commiſſion afterwards given to Ezra by 
AgTAXERXES, plainly ſuppoſed the law of A- 
ſen to be then in being, and in the higheſt au- 
thority; and only impowered him to regulate 
every thing according to that law. He is de- 
ſcribed in Artaxerxes's commiſſion as 4 ready 
ſeribe in the law of Moſes; as one greatly ſkilled 
n that law, and fit to inſtruct others in it; and 
k required to {ct N and judges to judge 
| + 
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the people, ſuch as knew the Law of Gul, 
Ezra vii. 6. 10. 25 Soon after Ezu came 
Nxuxulan, a great man in the Perfiar court, 
and who was appointed governor of Judea; and 
every thing throughout his book di 
that he and the whole people profeſſed the.higheſt 
veneration for the law of Mojes. Before he 
came to Judea, he was well acquainted with 
- that law, and regarded it as of divine authority, 
Neb. i. 7, 8, 9. During his adminiſtration, we 
have an account of a ſolemn reading of the 
Law, by Ezra, in the hearing of all the people; 
who heard it with the utmoſt reverence and at- 
tention : in this he was aſſiſted by ſeveral Levites, 
who read in the bock, in the law of God, di- 
Hindth, and gave the ſenſe, and cauſed them to un- 
derſtand the reading, Neh. viii. 1—9 Again, we 
are told of another ſolemn reading of the Law, 
before all the people, Neb. ix. 1, 2, 3. And in 
the admirable confeſſion made on that account 
by the L-vites, there is an excellent ſummaryof 
the principal events recorded in the hiſtorical 
parts of the books of Moſes; ſuch as, the calling 
of Abraham ; their bondage and in 
Egyp!; their being brought out from with 
ſigns and wonders, and dreadful judgtnents exe- 
- cuted upon Pharaoh and his ; the dividi 
of the ſea before them, ſo 
through it as on dry land, whilſt the Egyptron 
that purſued them were overwhelmed in the 
deep; the promulgation of the law at Sinai, with 
remarkable tokens of the divine preſence and 
glory; the miracles wrought in the Würm 
| | S 
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leading them by a cloud in the day, and a 


the 


' pillar of fire by night; the giving them manna- 


bread from heaven to eat, and cleaving the rock 
to give them water to drink ; and finally, bring- 
ing them into poſſeſſion of the land of Conean. 
Theſe things, which are the moſt remarkable 
facts in the hiſtory of their nation; together with 
their f rebellions, diſobedience, and ingra- 
titude, icularly their making and worſhi 
ing the — Agra Wilderneſs, the fund 
ing diſgrace of their nation, and their ſubſe. 
quent revolts, calamities, and deliverances, after 
they came into the land of Canaan, are there 
taken notice of in the public confeſſions and ac- 
know made to God in the name and 
preſence of all the ; and are mentioned 
u things commonly known and acknowleged 
among them, and as of undoubted truth and cer- 
uinty. | | Fr 
Taking theſe things together, it ſeems to ap- 
pear, with all the ied oh the — 
the thing is capable of, that the Jeuiſb ſacred 
books and records were not loſt in the Babyloniſb 
captivity ; that they were in of them, 
and had them in great veneration, before Ezra 
ame to Jeruſalem. And it would be a wild 
imagination to ſuppoſe, that he had it in his 
— — 
to u Jeu, in Judea, 
ind thoſe n and other 
parts of the Pran empire, as to make them all 
with one conſent receive thoſe for their antient 
laws, by which their nation had been always ge- 
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verned, which were not their antient laws ; and 
thoſe for their antient authentic hiſtories, and fa- 
cted records, which were not the antient authen- 
tic records, All that his commiſſion- from 
Artaxerxes extended to was, to order things ac- 
cording to the law of Moſes ; and this he effected. 
When he came, he found ſeveral abuſes contra- 
ry to that law, countenanced by men of great 
power and intereſt, and in which ſeveral of the 
chief prieſts, as well as numbers of the people, 
were engaged; and he ſet himſelf to reform 
them according to that law: and theſe regula- 
tions would not have been tamely ſubmitted to, 
if it had not been well known, that the laws and 
conſtitutions he urged upon them, were the 
true original laws of Moſes. | 

As to theeſtabliſhing the ſacred canon, whichis 
attributed to Ezra, and to thoſe whom the Few: 
call the men of the great ſynagogue; the laſt of 
whom was S1MON THE Just; this is not to be 
meg as if theſe books — not 8 

ed, or were regarded as of no authority 
fore. The books were already well known, and 
looked upon as ſacred; they had not their au- 
thority, becauſe Ezra acknowleged them; but 
he collected and publiſhed them, becauſe they 
were known to be authentic. It may indeed be 
- well, ſuppoſed, that faults and variations might 
have crept into the copies of thoſe books; and 
that they needed to be carefully reviſed. And 
this was a work for which Ezra was admirably 
fitted by bis great {kill in the law, and in the ſa- 
cred records of his pation, as well as his noted 
| in 
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integrity. And if he 1 reviſed the 
original Sacred Books, and publiſhed a more cor- 
rect edition of them, or abridged ſome of their 
antient records, to render them of more gene- 
ral uſe among the people, and here and there in- 
ſerted ſome explaining and illuſtrate- 
ing things were grown obſcure ; this was 
certainly a work of great uſe. And ſuppoſing 
him to have done this, and that this work con- 
tinued to be afterwards carried on by ſome of 
the moſt knowing and excellent men of their 
nation, till it was with great care completed, I 
do not ſee how it in the leaſt affects the autho- 
rity or credibility of thoſe books. The whole 
nation in general were ſo ſenſible of Ezra's 
great fidelity and diligence, that he was always 
afterwards had in the higheſt honour ; and they 
were ſo convinced, that theſe were the „ 
Sacred Books, that they received them with an 
extraordinary veneration. Nor did they ever 


. pay the ſame regard to any other ſubſequent 


writings in their own nation. And though the 
SANHEDRIM continued to have autho- 
rity among them, they never pretended to 
put any other books upon them as divine, or as of 
equal authority with the Sacred Books. Now 
how comes it, that they put ſo great a difference 
between them, and that the authority of theſe 
books was univerſally acknowleged by the whole 
nation, and the other not? This ſheweth, that 
however credulous the eus might be in other 
things, yet they were particularly: exact and fcrus 
pulous in not receiving any books into the ſacred 

5 canon 
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canon, but what they judged they a 
reaſon to look upon as authentic. 

The moſt remarkable part of the Jewiſh bi- 
ſtory is, that which is contained in the books of 
Moſes. It is there we have an account of the 
firſt conſtitution of their ſacred polity ; the pro- 
mulgation of the ten commandments, with the 
moſt demonſtrations of a divine power 
and majeſty ; and the extraordinary miraculous 
facts done in Egypr, and in the Wilderneſs, by 
which the authority of that law was eſtabliſhed. 
And whoſoever alloweth this part of the Jcuiſb 
hiſtory to be authentic, will not much ſcruple the 
ſubſequent parts of their hiſtory. Now it is 
evident, that as it was not Ezna that gave au- 
thority to the law of Moſes, which was in the 
higheſt authority before, or who cauſed the 
to receive it as divine ; ſo neither were 
the far, whereby the authority of that Jaw was 
atteſted, rf publiſhed by him. They had been 
all — = and the remembrance of them 
up, among the people. T be books of Moſes 
ibit a remarkable intermixture of la. and 
acht: and it appears to be ſo from the beginning, 
though our author —_— but 
gives no reaſan for it ®. And it was wiſely or- 


CORES os — — 
"laws ; ſeveral of which fu 
have a manifeſt relation to N 
laws were received with —— 


fats were received and believed among 
2 in all ages, from the time in which 
® Vol. I. p. 100, thoſe 
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thoſe laws were giyen. And it deſerveth to be 
remarked, that def were of ſuch a — 
that could not been 1 
rep hovee home yearby eqn 
at tha rims e laws were given, if they 
had not been true. If Moses had only told he 
Iraelites, as Manomer did the Arabians, in- 
lead of working miracles ' before © as 
they demanded, of a journey he made to 
ven, where he ls the law; or a Name 
did the antient Romans, of conferences he had 
with the Goddeſs Egeria in a wood or grove, to 
which no other perſons were witneſſes,” and 
which depended dete imo _ his own word; 
this might have adminiſtred ground of ſuſpicion, 
that he only feigned a divine commiſſion, the 
more effectually to -enforce his laws upon an 
ignorant and ſuperſtitious But he took a 
quite different method, The facts he'relateth, 
and upon the credit of which the divine authority 
e moſt 1 the | 
ture, done in n view * 
which thoy wore all ſaid to be and in 
which therefore, if they had not been due, it 
would have been the eaſieſt thing in the world | 
to have detected him. And indeed, 
the ſtubborn diſpoſition of the le, and their 
great proneneſs to idolatry, it can carce be con- 
ceived, that would have received or ſub. 
mitted to ſuch a law and conſtitution, if 
themſelves had not · been aſſured of the 
of thole teſts wherebyichs divinity — 
firmed, In the admirable recapitulation — 
93 W, 
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law; contained in the book of Deuteronomy, which 
catrieth as ſtrong evidences of genuine antiquity, 
ſimplicity, and integrity, as any writings can poſ- 
ſibly have, and in which he delivereth himſelf 
with an inimitable gravity, dignity, and authority, 
mixed with the moſt affectionate tenderneſs and 
concern, as becometh the lawgiver and father of 
his people, and exhorteth them to the obſervation 
of the la in the moſt pathetical and engaging 
manner 3 there is a conſtant reference to the 
great and extraordinary facts wrought in Egypt, 
and in the Wi lderneſt; an appeal is made to 
the people, concerning them, as things which 
they themſelves had ſeen and known. And 
never was there care taken to preſerve 
a remembrance of any laws and facts than there 
was of theſe. He delivered the book of the 
law, containing an account both of laws and 
facts, not only to the pries, but to all the elders 
of Vruel, the heads of the ſeveral tribes, before 
his death. And the original of the law was de- 
poſited in the fides of the ark, in the moſt holy 
place. A moſt ſolemn charge was laid upon the 
e, in the name of God, as they valued his 
vour, and their own happineſs, frequently to 
conſider thoſe laws and. facts themſelves, and to 
teach them 13-1, yew to their children, Sacred 
rites were inſtituted, and public teſtivals ap- 
pointed, to preſerve the memorials of the prin- 
cipal facts, from the time in which thoſe fact 
were done. And accordingly the remembtance 
of them was conſtantly preſerved among them 
in all _ In all the ſucceeding a” 
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their nation, . throughout their. whole hiſtory 
and in their F RK and prophetical writings, 
and in their public ſolemn 7 — of confeſſion 
ing, there was ſtill a conſtant re- 
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and 
ference to hole Rd to of need coders and 
upon the credit of thoſe ſacts, thoſe laws. were 
both at firſt received, and continued afterwards 


to be acknow and ſubmitted to: for, not- 
withſtanding the frequent defections of the 
people to the idolatrous rites and cuſtoms of the 
neigh nations, yet they never totally 
and univerſally a from the law of Mo- 
ſes, but Rill acknowleged its acregneſs ane di- 
vine l ; 
9 jo theſe letters. taketh ar 
Ws "of the. fables invented by the Hellen — 2 
ews, to authorize the Greek 3 * of the He- 
ew Scriptures t. But I do nat ſee how any argu- 
ment can be uy fame from theſe fables to the 
prejudice of the Sacr ks themſelves, which, 
were thus 1 51 5 o deſtroy; their autho- 
ity cr credibility. The — perſuaſion they 
bad of the divine authotity off the original Scri- 
ptures, might make the Jews at Alexangria 
more ready to entertain ſtories in fayour of the 
tranſlation of theſe Scriptures into Greek, an 


That the lay of da with the fats ther recorded, m 
weed, from the time in which that law was given, and the 
done, through all the ſucceeding ages of the JowiG nations and that 
ve have all the evidence of their having been tranſmitted without 
my material corru or alteration, that can be reaſonabl 2 
ired ; I have ei + more fully ſhewn in the A to | 
ity as old as the creation, Vol. II. chap. 4 


which 
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which found great benefit ; this being the 
language beſt: underſtood, and which was 
then become of uſe. But thoſe fioties 
were not received by the Fewrſb nation, 
though 1 r in acknow- 

leging the authority of the originals ; nor were 
they ever inferted in the ſacred writings, or in 


| gave rife to thoſe tories 
was, the hiſtory of Arifteas ; which ſeems to 
have been contnved on purpoſe” to do honour 
to that ver ſion, and gives a ous account of 
it. And yet even in that hiſtory thete is nothi 
ſaid of thoſe miraculous circumſtances, 
were afterwards invented to ſhew, that thoſe in- 
were under an extraordinary divine 
— On the D book, though 
be the foundation of all that is ſaĩd concerning 
the Septuaginr, may be proved to be plainly incon- 
fiſtent with thoſe ſubſeqnuet fables and fiftions; 
and is ſufficient th detect the falſity of them. 
There is thetefore no parallel at all between theſe 
Helleniſtical fables, and the ſacred Hebrew records 
except it could be proved, that one part of thoſe 
antient records is inconſiſtent with other ſubſc- 
quent parts of them; and furniſheth maniſeſt 
2 their falſhood ; which neither his lotd- 
Ip, nor any other, bas been able to ſhew; 
Another a ent, on which he ſcems toky 
a mighty Anti der io ſet aſide the auiho- 
rity of the Scripture, is drawn from the ace 
dents that have — * 
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He will not allow the anfwer made by AbBadie 
and othets, that ** ſuch accidents <ul not 
1 have been prevented without a perpetual 
bs * ſtanding micacle, and that a perpetual ſtand= 
« ing mirc is not in the order of Providence. 
contrary, it ſeems evident to him, that 
ithe der ures had been vri . iven by di- 
vine infpiration, — * either ſuch accidents 
would not have happened, of the Scriptures 
« would have been preſerved intirely in their 
genuine purity, notwithſtanding theſe acci- 
, dents.”—— He 8 the ep 
« is obvious and eaſy, ng to our cleateſt 
and moſt diſtinct oe wiſdom. and moral 
«* fitneſs % But, beſides that the preſent 
rem" as he has managed it, relating to the 
hiſtory,” is not about the divine | piration 
of it; but whether it be a true and faithful hi- 
ſtory, an honeſt and credible relation of facts, 
which he abſolutely denies; I ſee no conſequence 
at all in his way of reaſoning, even If the que- 
ſtion _ whether thoſe ſacred _ wed 
otigi written tſons divinely inſpi 
For der ths be teaſonably Mgr , 
ſuppoſirg any books to have been original 
piven by die inſpiration, is, that Providence 
would take care, that thoſe ' books ſhould be 
tranſmitted with a ſufficient degree of certain 44 
and i , to anſwer the = ny for whi 
they were originally intended. But it was no- 
way necelffary 1 to this purpoſe, that all the tran- 
ſeribers that ſhould ever copy thoſe writings in 
2 Vokl.p.gos. 7 


* 


of this 


any 
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any age or nation, ſhould be under an infall. 
ble guidance, fo as to be kept by an extraqrdi- 
nary interpoſition from ever committing any 
miſtake or blunder, or being guilty of any flige 
or negligences ; or that all thoſe that have ever 
reviſed and compared thoſe copies, ſhould, in 
every inſtance, be infallibly guided in their 
judgments concerning them. This is evidently 
abſurd, . It would be a multiplying miracles 
without neceſſity; and would therefore be un- 
worthy of the divine wiſdom, and not very con- 
fiſtent with the methods of God's moral go- 
vernment of men, conſidered as reaſonable 
creatures, free agents. For, will any man, is 
ood carneſt, undertake to prove, that, ſu 
an excellent revelation given of doctri 
laws, &c. together with authentic accounts. of 
extraordinary facts, tending to confirm and eſta- 
bliſh the divine authority of thoſe docttines and 
laws, this revelation could not be of any 
uſe, nor could thoſe accounts of facts be at all 
fit to be depended on, if there were any variations, 
omiſſions, tranſpoſitions, or miſtakes, in any copie: 
that ſhould be taken of them in any age? If, not» 
withſtanding thoſe variations, the copies ſhould 
Rill ſo far agree, that from thence a ſufficient no- 
tion might be formed of the doctrines and laws 
contain in that original revelation, and of the 
trath of the facts whereby it was atteſted and con» 
firmed, this would be ſufficient to anſwer the end 
which we might ſuppoſe the divine wiſdom to 
have had in view in giving ſuch. a revelation, 
And this is actually the caſe with regard po 
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holy Scri Whatever additions, interpa- 
roche: or tranſpofitions, may be ſuppoſed to 
have crept into any of the copies, yet all the 
main laws and facts are ſtill preſerved, Of this 
we have a remarkable proof, by comparing the 
Hebrew and Samaritan codes of the Pentateuch. 
There are differences between them: but the 
laws, the precepts, the hiſtory, the important 
facts, whereby the law was atteſted, are the ſame . 
in both. And, in general, it may be juſtly af- 
firmed; that notwithſtanding all the differences 
in the copies; about which ſuch a elamour hath 
— raiſed, yet there is a ſufficient | ment 

ng them to ſatisfy us, that ſuch and ſuch 
ma. were originally given; ſuch propheries were 
telivered; Fs hat lch facts were done, And 
the variations among the coples in ſmaller mat- 
ters, the miſtakes that have crept into the gehea- 
byies numbers; dates, catal of games, ages 
of ſome of the patriarchs, and the like (and it is 
u theſe things that the differences principally lie); 
© really confirm their — in the main; 
ud therefore ate far from deſtroying the autho- 
fity of the Sacred Writings, or the credibility of 
the Scripture-hiſtory : 

The learned Capellus, who had throughly 
conſidered this matter; and who, it is well known, 
lowed himſelf great liberties in judging con- 
aiming the variations in the copies of the Hes 
rew Scriptures, juſtly obſerveth, in his defence 
al his Critica Sacra, that all theſe variations are 
f little or no moment as to faith or manners 
0 tat in that — it is indifferent whith read- 
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ing we follow: Sane omnes illæ varietates, ut; 
epius in Critica Sacra repeto, nullius aut 
pen? nullius ſunt quoad et mores momenti, 
ut eo reſpettu perinde fit hanc an illam ſequaris he 
Cionem. And I believe there are few com- 
t and impartial judges of theſe things, but 
will be ready to own, with Mr, Le Clerc, the 
freedom of whoſe judgment in ſuch matten 
muſt be acknowleged, that, through the good 
providence of God, no books, from the ear: 
fen antiquity, have come to us equally corre 
with the Sacred Books of the Hebrews, parti 
larly the Maſoretical copies. Nullos libros en 
ultima antiquitate ad nos Dei beneficio perveniſſ 
&que emendatos ac ſacros Hebr gorum codices, et 
guidem Ma ſoreticos. See his Di ſſertatio tt 
Lingua Hebræa, prefixed te his Commentary in 
the Pentateuch. | | 
What our author himſelf maketh a ſhew of 
granting is very true, that © amidſt all the 
* changes and chances to which the books, in 
*« which they are recorded, have been expoſed, 
* neither original writer, nor later compilers, 
« have been ſuffered to make any eſſential al- 
te terations, ſuch as would have falſified the 
% law of God, and the principles of the Fewiſb 
„ and Chriſtian religion, in any of thoſe divine 
„ fundamental points *. And indeed the pre- 
cepts, the doctrines of religion inculcated in the 
Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, are ſo frequent- 
ly repeated, and the principal facts there related 
- fo often referred to, in differcat parts of 
Vol. I. p. . ; 
P- 97» 98 | ihoſe 
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thoſe Sacred Volumes, as to be abundantly ſuf- 


cient toanſwer the deſign for which they were 
originally intended; viz. to inſtruct men in the. 
knowlege, adoration, and obedience of the one 
true God, and to engage them to the practice of 
righteouſneſs, and to re the way fora more 
fect diſpenſation, w was to be introduced 
in the fulneſs en of ti ie by THAT DiIvINE PERSON, 
whoſe coming, From: Kid Na. e ur 209 
ind kingdom, were there prefigu 
Accordingly our Saviour ſpeaketh of the nr 
tings of Moes and the Prophets, as of ſignal uſe to 
inſtru and direct men in the knowlege and 
practice of religion, Luke xvi. 29, 30, 31, 7?" And 
though It be not true, which our author aſſerteth, 
that the Fewiſb Scriptures had no authority but 
what they derived from Chriſtianity (for they 
had an authority founded upon ſu cken creden- 
tals before Chriſtianity was eſtabliſhed); yet their | 
being ackno w leged as divine, by Chriſt and his 
kpoliles, giveth. them a farther confirmation: 
For when a ſubſequent revelation, which is 
elf founded on convincing proofs and evidences, 
giveth teſtimony to a prior revelation, and refer- 
eth to it as of divine authority, when both to- 
gether concuc to form one ſyſtem of religion 
and to exhibit the hiſtory of God's yarious 2 
penſations towards his nies, the former being 
lubſervient and preparatory to the latter, and the 


latter giving farther light, and a fuller comple- 
tion, to the former ; this confirmeth the autho- 
ſity of both, and ſheweth one great uniform de- 
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gn and plan carried on by the divine wiſtlom 
V 
It is no juſt objection againſt the authority of 
the Sacred Books.of the Old Teſtament, thou 
the writer of theſe Letters ſeems-to think it 
that— * though Fews and Chriſtians hold the 
f fame books in great veneration, yet each con- 
* demng the other for not underſtanding, or for 
** abuſing them *,” This is to be underſtood, 
not of the Sacred Hiſtory, which yet he would 
be thought to have particularly in view ; for, az 
to this, the Jews and Chriſtians ate generally 
agreed; but of ſome paſſages in the prophetical 
writings, in the interpretation of which they 
differ. And, with reſpeft to theſe, it may be 
obſerved, that if ne Jews at ſhe time of our 
Saviour's appearing, had univerſally interpreted 
the pro belle writings as the Chriſtians do, 
and zoplied them to Jeſus Chriſt; and had ac+ 
cordingly turned Chriſtians, and embraced Jeſus 
as the Mess1an promiſed to their fathers ; it 
would undoubtedly have been alleged, that 
they forged or corrupted the prophecies in favour 
of the Chriſtian ſyſtem; whereas now there 
is np room for this pretence, Their vouching 
and acknowleging thoſe writings, as of diving 
anthority, notwithſtanding the difficulty they 
have been put to, in anſwering the arguments 
brought from thence againſt their own N 
notions and prejudices, giveth their teſtimony 
io the prophetical books great force, 


L Vol. I. p. 92. 
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L Bolingbroke's Letters. 5 
Fhere is another remarkable paſſage in his 
third Letter, which it is proper to take ſome no- 
tice of. He obſerves , that—— the Jews 
« and Chriſtians differ among themſelves, and 
© from one another, concerning almoſt every 
« point that is neceflary tobe known, and agreed 
« upon, in order to cftablifſh the authority of 
« books which both have received as authentig 
© and facred, Who were the authors of theſe 
« Scriptures, when they were iſhed, how 
© they were compoſed, and or renew 
e ed; in fine, how they were loſt during the 
« captivity, and how they were retrieved after 
it; are all matters of controverſy to this day. 
— That the Sacxrp Books were nor off in 
the captivity, and that conſequently were 
wt retrieved after it by immediate inſpiration, 
hath been clearly ſhewn. A fiction which ſeems. 
to have had its riſe from the apocryphal ſecond 
book of E/dras, the authority of which never 
was acknowleged either in the Jeuiſp or Chri- 
ſan Church. There are indeed differences, 
both among Fews and Chriſtians, concerning ſe - 
veral points relating to thoſe Sacred Books; but 
theſe differences are, for the moſt part, about 
things that do not ly concern the divine 
authority or credibility of thoſe writings. There 
Ka general agreement among them, that the 
prophetical books were written by.perſons di- 
mely-infpired; and that the PENTATEUCH was 


Witten by Mosss, the gregteſt of all the pro- 


® Ibid. p. 300, 103. 
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phets; and that the hiſtorical writings were ef+ 
ther the very original authentic records, or faith. 
fully compiled out of them; and were received 
and acknowleged by the whale nation, as con- 
taining true and juſt accounts of facts, And 
whereas he urgeth, that it is matter of contro. 
verſy, who were the authors of thoſe Scriptures, 
or. when they were compoſed or publiſhed ; it is 
certain, that, with reſpect to the much 
part of the Sacred Books, both Fews and Chri- 
ſtians are generally agreed who were the authors 
of them, FEE, 
This is true concerning all the writings of 
the Prophets, the books of Solomon, moſt of 
the P/alms, the five books of Moſes, which have 
been condlantly received by the Jewiſb and 
Chriſtian church, in all ages, as written by Moes ; 
though a few in theſe latter times have at- 
tempted to conteſt it. The books: of Exzre, 
Nehemiah, and Daniel, ſeem plainly to ſhew 
their authors. And concerning all theſe, there 
has been a general agreement. The bockt 
therefore, concerning the authors of which there 
is properly any ground of controverſy, are the 
hiſtorical books of Foſhua, Judges, Samuel, 
| Kings, and Chronicles, As to the firſt of theſe, 
ws. the book of Joſhua, the antient Jews in 
* general, and the greater part of Chriſtian wri- 
ters, with good reaſon look upon it to have been 
written by Joſhua himſelf; though there are 
ſome particular paf.ges in it that were inſerted 
afterwards, by way of illuſtration, It is princi- 
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y concerning the books of Judges, Samuel, 
ras and Chronicles, that ty is any colouras | 
ble pretence for ſaying. with our author, that 
they were “ abridgments of old record 
made in later times . Some of them 
ſeem plainly to have been compiled after the re- 
turn from the Babyloniſh captivity, probably by 
— ag antient authentic records, which are 
ly quoted and referred to in them as 
— 4. acknowleged credit and authority; ſo 
that there is ws room to doubt of the truth 
and certainty of the accounts there given, . For 
that they were faithfully extracted from thoſe . 
original records, to which they refer for a larger 
account of the things there related, there is the 
higheſt reaſon to believe, And it was wiſely | 
ordered, that theſe ſhorter accounts ſhould be 
inſerted in the ſacred canon, when. it was to be 
brought, as it were, into one volume for the laſt- 
ing inſtruction and edification of the church. 
For as the ſacred hiſtory was intended not merely 
to gratify curioſity, but to promote the ſes 
of religion, piety, and virtue, and to up 
the remembrance of the remarkable actings of 
Divine Providence towards them, both in a way 
of mercy and judgment according to their be- 
haviour, it was proper that it ſhould be brought 
into as narrow a compals as was conſiſtent with 
that deſign, This would make it more generally 
known, and eaſily remembred ; whereas larger 
and more. particular accounts might have been 


Vol. I. p. 96, 
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too voluminous for a book 


it is, that no writer but a Few could impute 
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defigned for wniver« 
ſal uſe, | do. 


The only thing that yet remaineth to be con- 
fidered with regard to the Sacred Books of the 
Qld Teſtament is what he faith concerning the 
curſe- pronounced upon Canaan by Noab; of 
which we have an account, Gen. ix. 24, 25, 
26, 27. This he ſeems to have fixed as 
one of the propereſt inſtances he could find to 
expoſe the authority of the Scripture. He 
treateth it as an invention of the writer to juſtify 
the raelites in their invaſion of the Canaanttes; 
and repreſenteth this curſe as contradicting all 
our notions of order and juſtice ; hecanſe it 
puniſheth Canaan, who was innocent, for the 
fault of Ham *. One is tempted to think, 
« ſays: he, that the patriarch was ſtill drunk; 
* and that no man in his ſenſes could hold ſuch 
*© language, or paſs ſuch a ſentence, Certain 


te to the economy of Providence the accom- 
te. pliſhment of fuch a ion, nor. make the 
« $y Being the executor of ſuch acurſe.” 

That Mo/es might have in view, in recording 
this prophecy, to raiſe the ſpirits of the 1/aelrter, 
who were entering on a war with the Canaanites, 
is not unlikely. But this doth not prove, that he 
forged it, If it had been a fiction purely con- 
trived to bring an odium upon Canaan, and his 
poſterity, the ſtory would have been otherwiſe 
formed than it is. It would not have been pre- 
tended, that Ham, but that Canaan, had been 


Vol. I. p. 110, 117, 412» 
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guilty of the impiety and irreverence offered 
towards Neab the ſecond father of mankind, and 
repairer of the world, and who was had in 
great veneration. But Meſes gave the account 
as he had received it, Why Neah paſſed Ham. 
by without cenſure, and mentioned only 
we are not told: there might be reaſons for it 
that we do not know, Or perhaps, Noah ſaid 
ſomething more conce am, and his po- 


flerity ; but Moſes takes notice only of what is. 


ſaid concerning Canaan. Nor is the malediction 
pronounced upon Canaan —_—_ to be on ac- 
count of what Ham had done. It is indeed re- 
lated immediately after it ; but it doth not follow 


that this was the cauſe of that curſe: 
2 that upon that oc 


all that followeth 
caſion, and at that time, Noab — . — a 
remarkable prediction importing favours and 
bleſſings upon Sbem and Japbet, and their de- 
headers) and that the deſcendents of 


one of Ham s ſons, ſhould be in a low and ſervile 


condition, ſubjected both to thoſe, of Shem and 
. It was not in a paſſien, or drunken ft, 
— Neab pronounced * as his lordſhip ſeems 


willing to repreſent it; but God was pleaſed on 


that occaſion to enlighten Negh with ſome view 
of the fates of his poſterity, That part of the 


prediction that relates to Sbem and Japbet, ſeems | 


to be of a noble extent, and looks a great way 
forward, as many have obſerved, concerning 
which I ſhall not now i inquire. And as to that 
part of the prophe which relates to Canaan, 
ph recorded yr Meſes, that when it came to be 


accamp liſhed 
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accompliſhed in Canaar's poſterity, the hand of 
Providence in it might be the more diſtinctly 
obſerved. The Canaantes were not accurſed of 
God, becauſe Noah in his paſſion pronounced a 
curſe _ them; but Noah, endued with a pro- 
phetical ſpirit, was enabled to foretel and pro- 
nounce the curſe and puniſhment that ſhould 
afterwards in a courſe of ages befal them for 
their wickedneſs. For that the true and proper 
ground of the puniſhment inflicted upon the 
Canaanites was their own execrable wickedneſs, 
is evident from many expreſs declarations of 
Scripture. This wickedneſs of theirs God per- 
fectly foreſaw, and determined, on the account 
of it, to inflict exemplary puniſhment upon them: 
nor would he ſuffer the threatening and puniſh- 
ment actually to take place, till their iniguities 
were full, i. e. till their ſins were arrived at the 
height; and, when this was the caſe, it tended 
to render the event the more remarkable, that it 
was foretold ſo long before. And perhaps one 
reaſon why there is ſuch particular notice taken 
of Canaan, on occaſion of Ham's impure and 
wicked behaviour, might be the monſtrous and 
unnatural impurities that it was foreſeen the 


. Canaanites, i. e. Ham's deſcendents by Canaan, 


would be guilty of; and which are expreſly 
mentioned among the cauſes of their ruin “. 
Having examined what the late lord Boling- 
broke hath urged againſt the authority and cre- 
dibility of the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, 
let us next confider the attempt he makes againſt 
* Levit. xviii. 24, 25. 27, 28. : 


the 
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the — of the New. He had G 
whilſt he expreſſed a great contem the 
Jewiſh Scriptures, affected to ſpeak din a fa- 
vourable regard to Chriſtianity, But he after- 
wards throws off the diſguiſe, and makes it 
plainly appear, that he hath as little veneration 
and eſteem 2 the one as for the other. It is no 
great ſign of his reſpect for Chriſtianity, that at 
the ſame time that he does all he can to deſtroy 
the credit of the Fewr/b hiſtory, and to ſhew, 
that it is not at all to be ed he de- 
clares——* that the foundation of the Chriſtian 
2 1 partly in thoſe hiſtories, and in 
prophecies joined to them, or inſerted in 

« then #5 — But, not content with this 
infinuation, he afterwards proceedeth, in his fifth 
Letter, to a more direct attack uphn'the Chriſtian 
revelation +. He inſiſteth upon it, that the 
facts, upon which the authority of the Chriſtian 
religion is founded, have not been proved as all 
hiſtorical facts, to which credit ſhould be given, 
ought to be proved. He declares to the noble 
lord to whom he writes, that — © this is a 
matter of great moment; and that therefore 
© he makes no excuſe for the zcal which obli 
© him to dwell a little on it .“ And aller 

having endeavoured to ſhew, that there re- 
« mains at this time no ſtandard at all of Chri- 
* ſtianity ” — either in the text of Scripture, 
or in tradition, he argues, that“ by conſe- 
«* quence either this religion was not originally 


* Vol. I. p. 91, 92. fy Ibid. from p. 174. to 18 
Idid. p. 11 ſd OT p: 7 
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4 or divine inſtitution ;_ or elſe God has not 
c vided effectually for preferving the ri 
« purity of it, and the gates of hay 
& actually p PR 1 to hi 
* promiſe, againſt the rc, He muſt be 
— * Atheift that affirms the laſt j 
1 and.therefore the beſt effect of this 
* that can be hoped! for is, that men ſhould 
<, into Theiſm, and ſubſcribe to the firſt. 
And accordingly he roundly declares, that — 
«, Chriſti e 
& aftical er, and be fi ed by the forcible 
« vel 7 — Hens force 
4 of religion, that force which ſubdues the 
mind, and awes the conſcience by conviction, 
& will be . He adds Since I 
4 have ſaid fo much on the ſubje&t in my zeal 
& for Chriſtianity, I will add this further, The 
t reſurrection letters was a fatal period : the 
t Chriftian fyſtem has been attacked, and wound- 
ed too, very ſeverely. fince that time . 
And again, of thoſe of the clergy who 
act for ſpiritual, not ends, and are de- 
ſirous, that men ſhould believe and 
doctrines of Chriſtianity, he ſaith, that“ they 
« will feel and on the weight of the con- 
“ fiderations-he offers; and will agree, that 
% however the people have been, or may be, 
c amuled, yet. Chriſtianity has been in decay 


1 ever ſince the reſurrection of letters .. 


This is an odd proof of his pretended zeal fof 
294 p. 150, 185, 500 + Ibid. 5. 182. 1 bid 


p. 1 
* | Chriſtianity, 
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Chriſtiontty, to infinuate that all g 
divines will agree with him, 7 . 
bas been, loſing ground ever ſince the 7 — 

ing and knowlege ; as if it could not bear 
and only ſubfiſted by darknefs. and 


pal authority. and. ut 91 
lerves, that — © as ſoon as the means of ue. 


ignorance, a 

may ſee by this what a compliment he 
to Chriſtianity, when he 2 
received- a fatal blow at the reſurrection 
letters, and as having been in decay ever * 
He plainly puts it on a level with-the papal 
authority and uſu and ſuppoſes the fame 
of Chriitianity that he does of popery, that it 
re 
iu the ages 
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Bo Reflections on the Late 


; This may ſuffice to ſhew the reſpect that thy 
-writer of thels Letters bears to Chtiſtianity. 
Before I enter on a diſtin examination of hat 
he hath offered, I would obſerve, that he en- 
deavoureth to prepare his w rl by 2 


ſeveral pa the prieſts, divines, 


ges together, 
and collebaſtical — — on the aceount of 
that ſpirit of lying that hath prevailed among 
them in all ages. But he himſelf well obe 
ſerves and proves, in tion to an hiſtorical 
Pyrrhoniſm, that though there have been abun · 
dance of lyes and falſe hiſtory. put upon the 
world, this ought not to diminiſh-the credit of 
the true. And therefore the frauds and' falſhoods 
of many that have profeſſed a'zeal for Chriſti- 
anuy, gue to be no prejadice againſt the'au- 
thority of the New Teſtament or the' credi- 
bility of the facts on which it is ſuppotted, pro- 
vided it can be ſhewn, that theſe facts come to 
us with-a ſufficient degree of evidence to make 
it reaſonable for us to receive them as true. 
If, as he aſſerts “ numberleſs fables have 
6, been invented to ſupport Judaiſm and Chris 
« ſtianity.; and for this purpoſe falſe hiſtory #8 
« well as falle miracles have been employed; 
it is certain, that no perſons have taken greatef 
pains, or been more tuccel>ful in their attempts 
do detect and ex poſe ſuch frauds, and falſe hiſtory, 
than Chriſtian divines and critics; many of whom 
have exerciſed themſelves this way with great 
judgment and impartiality, as being ſenſible, that 
Chriſtianity needeth no ſuch Ns ; and =” 
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ſuch frauds diſhonour the cauſe they are intended 
to ſerve, If we examine the New Teſtament, 
we ſhall find no encouragement there given to 
ſuch methods. A remarkable ſimplicity, and im- 
partial regard to truth, every-where a 
And to lye for the glory of God, 2 
that good may come of it, is there 'moſt 32 
condemned. Ie was when men began to fall 
from the true original ſpirit of Chriſtianity, and, 
not content with the ſimplicity of religion as 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles left it, attempted to bring 
in innovations, additions, alterations in the 
ue doctrine and worſhip, it was then that 
ſture, or a fooliſh, credulity, 
wp 1 pron and rom more and more, ih 
removed from the firſt and pure 
* And it is capable of a clear proof, that if 
was principally in favour of thoſe corrupt ad- 
ditions, and abuſes of Chriſtianity, that falſe 
titory and falſe. miracles ove * artfull 
rived, and zealouſly. pr 9 | why 
_— it be turned to The rang 
pel hiſtory or miracles, that hiftory has en 
— and falſified in favour of doctrines or 
practices, _ e. g. the invocation ſaints, the 
4 Fi . relics, &c. which n 
not countenanced or authorized? To whi 
1 be added, that it is plainly foretold in the 
New Teſtament, that there ſhould be a great 
ora from the purity of religion, and that 
the corru be introduced, and carried 
da, by /zgns, and hing wonders. And if this 
kth actualy be been 5 inſtead of furniſhing 
'- " proper 
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a proper obſectlon agai inſt true original Chriſti. 
anity, it affordeth 4  nanifeſd pe oof of the per- 


fect toreknowlepe of its divine Aicher, 
He ſeems to lay a great ſtreſs upon it, that 
* the church has had this advantage over her 
& adverfarits——that the works of thoſe who 
* have written againſt her have been deſtroyed ; 
« and whatever ſhe advanced to juſtify herſelf, 
« and to defame her adverſaries, a preſerved in 
"8 enn anhals, and the writings of her doQors 8. 
— And he takes particular notice of 
" « the Great's Mocha war to all heat 
& learning, * Prader Chriſtith verity -. 
But it is cettalt, that the humour of deftroying 
the heathen writings nev y obtained in 
ene Chriſtian church. On he * it was 
pally owing to Chriſtians, that ſo many of 
2 — ne 7 been tranſmitted to us. 
Mahometans 404 ſotne'of the barbartus nations, 
Iraries, ind monument, of lern- 
ing, where ever they came. But it is a matter of 
fact not to be totiteſted, that great numbers of 
heathen writhigh and monument: have berg pre 
ſerved ; by Chriſtiats they have beeti preſerved; 
and from thetice the learned 888 
ve an e account” of their 72 
Le 2d offers, Akt hls Wirf on i 
a diſadvantaye to Chriſtianity, thut as uſe 
been made * the heathen learnin to ſerve and 
promote the Chtiſtian caule. Etriſperot 
ULIAN Was ſo ſenſible of this, that he formed 
a deſign e Tn 
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4 Chriſtians ſhould not be acquainted with the 
N heathen writers. As to the books that have been 
written againſt Chriſtianity *, it is poſſible that 
the ill- judged zeal of ſome Chriſtians may have 
3 the loſs of ſome of them: but I am 
t to think it was owing, in moſt inſtances, to 

f ſame cauſes and accidents, to which we muſt 
' Wl attribute the loſs of ſo many antient monuments, 


ad admired writings, not only of the heathens, 

dot of eminent fathers, and antient writers of | 
2 the Chriſtian church. Many celebrated apologies 
for Chriſtianity, and books in defence of religion, 
have been loſt; when, on the contrary, the 
works even of Lucretius, a ſyſtem of Epicuriſin, 
the life of Apollonius Tyaneus, and others of the 
like ſort, have come down to our = 

Theſe infinuations do not 238 my 
to the main point. But in his 
pretence of giving advico to divines, and _ 
ing, that it is incumbent upon them to apply 
r ae pag, he ſets him- | 


8 


Abbe Thr nl and —— 4 — 
againſt nity, had only rendered themſclves . 


ey not how able to perſuade any one 

E man or woman: 

warp — un them were had jn ſuch contempt, 

they diſappeared almoſt as ſoon as they were publiſhed ; 

nl hat if any of them were preſerved, it was among 

Chriſtians that one might find ther. Chry/, Tom, Il. p. $39: 
Edt. Bengd, 
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ſelf more directly to attack the authority of the 
Chriſtian religion, and to ſubvert, as far as in him 


lieth, the foundations on which the proof of its 


divine original depends. And the courſe of his 
reaſoning is plainly this: that Chriſtianity is 
wholly founded upon facts; and that thoſe facts 
do not come to us with a ſufficient degtee of 
evidence to be relied on: they have not been 

roved as matters of fact ought to be proved. 
He declares, that—* it has been long matter 
* of aſtoniſhment to him, that Chriſtian divines, 
© thoſe of them that can be called ſo without a 


1 eſtabliſh myſtcry on metaphyſics, revelation 
% on philoſophy, and matters of fact on abſtrat 
« reaſoning. A religion founded on the authority 
* of a divine miſſion, confirmed by prophecies 
* and miracles, appeals to facts: and the fact: 
** muſt be proved, as all other facts that pals c 
*« for authentic, are proved. If they are thus n 
% proved, the religion will prevail without the MW to 
« aſſiſtance of ſo much profound reaſoning : if be 
« they are not thus proved, the authority of it 
« yill fink in the world, even with this aſſiſt- 
* ance . He therefore blames the divines 


rc 


with Theiſts. He aſks — © What do they 
t mean to din improper proofs in ears that are 
« open to proper proofs ? — Thus it is that he 
characterizes the Deiſts; and afterwards he de- 
ſcribes them as perſons “ of minds candid, 
te but not implicit; willing to be informed, but 

Vol. I. p. 175. | | 
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eminence for probity and virtue, as well as for 
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e curious to examine *. But how different is the 
account he giveth even of the moſt learned 
Chriſtians! He affirms, that —< they have not 
been hitherto impartial enough, or ſagacious 
« enough, to take an accurate examination of 
the Jewiſh and Chriſtian ſyſtem, or have not 
been honeſt enough to communicate it. 
This is a very ſevere and confident cenſure. 
There have been many perſons, not only _ 
divines, but among the laity, of diſtinguiſh 
learning and judgment, and who, to ſpeak mo- 
deſtly, were in theſe reſpects no way inferior to 
the law Lord Bolingbroke, that have profeſſed 
to examine, with all the attention they were ca- 
pable of, and with an earneſt deſire of know! 
the truth, the evidences 'of the Jowiſh- ahi 
Chriſtian ſyſtem : but becauſe, as the reſult of 
their inquiries, they were confirmed in the be- 
lief of the divine original of the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian revelation, therefore, in his judgment, 
not one of them was honeſt or ſagacious enough 
to make an accurate examination : and I appre- 
hend they have no other way of obtaining the 
character of ſagacity or impartiality from writers 
of this caſt, but by renouncing Chriſtianity. If 
they do this, they ſhall be allowed to be ſaga- 
cious and impartial inquirers ; but otherwiſe, 
they muſt be content to have their judgment or 
honeſty call'd in queſtion. But if we may judge, 
by the writings of the Deiſts that have hitherto 


appeared, not excepting thoſe of his lordſhip, 


® Vol. I. p. 179. 1 Ibid. p. 181. — 
* 3 they 


think that thoſe facts were really done? His 
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they have not given very favourable indications, 
either of an uncommon ſagacity, or of a candid 
and impartial inquiry. 

He tells the nobie lord to whom he writes, 
* You will find reaſon perhaps to think as I do, 


4 that it is high time the clergy in all Chriſtian 


4 communions ſhould join their forces, and 
« eſtabliſh thoſe hiſtorical facts, which are the 


foundations of the whole ſyſtem, on clear 


e and unqueſtionable hiſtorical authority, ſuch 
« as they require in all caſes of moment from 
* others, and reject candidly what cannot be thus 
« eſtabliſhed “.. 

Chriſtian divines 1 have frequently done what 
his lordſhip blames them for not doing. The 
facts on which the Chriſtian ſyſtem is founded, 
relate principally to what is recorded in the 
writings of the New Teſtament — the 
holy life, and excellent character, of our bleſſed 
Saviour, his admirable diſcourſes, the many il- 
luſtrious miracles he perſormed during the courſe 
of his perſonal miniſtry in proof of his divine 
miſſion, his reſurrection from the dead, and 
conſequent exaliation, the extraordinary effufien of 
the Holy G upon his diſciples, and the mira- 
culous atteſtations that were given to his Apoſtles, 
and the firſt publiſhers of the Chriſtian revela- 
tion. The queſtion is, what reaſon have we to 


lordſhip requires, that theſe facts ſhould be 
proved, as all other facts that paſs for authentic 
are — and that divines . 


Vol. I. p. 163 1 
| credi 
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eredit of thoſe facts on clear and ungueſtionable 
hiſtorical authority 
caſes of moment 1 others. 
divines are willing to join iſſue on this ph 
The beſt, the propereſt way of proving the truth 
of antient facts is undoubtedly by authentic ac- 
counts publiſhed in — — 
were done, and tranſmitted with ſufficient marks 
of credibility to our own times. And ſeveral things 


are to be conſider d, in order to our judging 


whether, and how far, thoſe accounts may be 
depended on. — If the facts there related were 
of a public nature, done for the moſt part in 
open view, and for which an appeal is made to 
numbers of witneſſes : „„ 
facts were given by perſons that were perfectly 
well acquainted with the facts, and who, having 
had full opportunity to know them, were them- 
ſelves abſolutely perſuaded of the truth nd realicy 
of thoſe facts: if they appear from the 
whole character to have been perſons of — 
probity, and undeſigning ſimplicity, and who 
could have no worldly intereſt to ſerve by feign- 
ing or diſguiſing thoſe facts ; ap If heir proje- 
dices had not any tendency to bias them in 

of thoſe facts, but the contrary : — if the write- 
ings Faeroe have all the ro porn of genus 
ine licity, and an impartial regard to truth, 
that — OTE deſired: or 2 
can be clearly traced from the age 
they were written, and the facts were ab ſaid tobe 
done, through the ſucceeding ages, to our own 
r d are is wen enn 

4 


„ ſuch as — require in all 
The Chriſtian 
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that there were ſurpriſing effects produced in 
the very age in which the facts were faid to be 
done, and which cannot otherwiſe be accounted 
for, than by allowing the truth of thoſe facts, 


and the effects of which continue to this day = — 


where theſe ſeveral circumſtances concur, they lay 
2 = foundation for receiving the accounts given 
of facts as true. — According to the juſteſt rules 
of criticiſm, ſuch accounts of facts may be de- 
pended on: and many facts are generally received 
end believed, that fall greatly ſhort of this evi- 
gence: © 

Now it is capable of being proved, it has been 


often proved with great clearneſs and ſtrength, 


that all theſe circumſtances concur in relation to 
the important fact on which the Chriſtian ſy- 
ſtem is founded. The facts themſelves were, for 
the moſt part, done in open view, and of which 
there were many — Chriſt's whole per- 
ſonal miniſtry was a very public thing. The 
ſcene of it was not laid in a dark obſcure cor- 
ner, nor was it carried on merely in wn 
way. His admirable diſcourſes were, for the 
moſt part, deliver'd, and his miracles wrought, 
in places of the moſt public concourſe, before 


_ great multitudes of people, and even before his 


enemics themſelves, and thoſe who were moſt 


— prejudiced againſt him. Many of his 
wonderfu 


| works are repreſented as . been 
done at Jeruſalem, at the time of their ſolemn 


| feſtivals, when there was avaſt concourſe of people 


from all parts. The ſame may be ſaid of the 
remarkable circumſtances which attended his 
OE 7:4 crucifixion, 
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crucifixion, the earthquake, the ſplitting of the 
rock, the extraordinary preternatural darkneſs that 
cover'd the whole land for the ſpace of three hours, 
&c. which things happen'd at the time of the 
Jewiſh paſſover ; and could not have been impoſed 
upon the people of that age, if they had not been 
known to be inconteſtably true. And the re- 
lating ſuch things was, in effect, appealing to 
thouſands of witnefſes. And though Jeſus did 
not appear publicly after his reſurrection to all 
the people; yet, beſides that he ſhew'd himſelf 
alive after his paſſion by many infallible proofs, 
to his Apoſtles and others, who beſt knew him, 


and were therefore moſt capable of judging that 


it was he himſelf, and not another ; and was 
ſeen even by five hundred at once, who all con- 
curr'd in their teſtimony ; beſides this, the ex- 
traordinary effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt upon his 
diſciples on the day of Pentecoff, which was the 
moſt illuſtrious confirmation of his reſurrection 
and aſcenſion, is repreſented to have been of the 
moſt public nature, in the preſence of vaſt mul- 
titudes then gather d together at Feruſalem from 
all parts of the world. To which it may be 
added, that many of the miracles that were 
wrought in the name, and NA of a 
riſen Jeſus, and which were ſo many additional 
proofs of wot me quran, were —_ done in 
view, before numbers le. 

The accounts of hk f fats were . ak 
publiſhed in the very age in which the facts 
were done, and the laws and doctrines deliver d 
Which are there recorded, and by perſons. who 
; appear 
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appear to have been perfectly acquainted wi 
the things they relate, and fully 20d of 
the truth of them. And many of the facts were 
of ſuch a nature, and ſo circumſtanced, that 
they could not be deceived in them, allowing 
them to haye had their ſenſes, which I think it 
is but reaſonable to ſuppoſe. 3 
The writers of welk accounts appear to have 
been perſons of plain ſenſe, and of great pro- 
bity and ſimplicity, and to have had a ſincere 
regard to truth. They write without art, with - 
out paſſion, or any of that heat which enthy- 
fiaſm is wont to inſpire. They take no pains to 
prepoſſeſs or captivate the reader; but content 
themſelves with a plain ſimple narration of facts, 
without ornament, amplification, or diſguiſe. 
They relate, with a ſimplicity, and in 2 
manner that hath not the leaſt ſign of an oyer- 
heated imagination, Chriſt's ——_ actions, 
and excellent diſcourſes, without interpoſing 
reflections of their own. With the — 
neſs they relate the bitter cenſures, the ſcoffs and 
es, that were caſt upon him by his ad- 
verſaries, and the grievous and ignominious ſuf- 
ferings he endured, without ing their in- 
dignation againſt the authors them. And it 


them, 
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It is a farther proof of that impartial regard 
to truth, which is obſervable in the writers of 
thoſe accounts, that, though ſome of them were 
Apoſtles themſelves, and others their ſpecial 
friends and intimates, yet they relate, without 
diſguiſe, things which ſeem to bear hard upon 
their characters. They relate not only the low- 
neſs and meanneſs of their condition and ciroum- 
ſtances, but their ignorance, their dulneſs of 
apprehenſion, the weakneſs of their faith, the 
power of their prejudices, their yain ambition, 
and contentions among themſelves who ſhould 
be the greateſt, the reproofs they received from 
their Lord, their cowardly forſaking him in his 
laſt ſufferings, and particularly the ul fall 
of Peter, one of the chief of them, and his denial. 
of his Lord and maſter, with the aggra 
circumſtances that attended it. They have not 
attempted to conceal any of theſe things, which 
they might eaſily have or to excuſe or diſ- 
guiſe them; than which nothing could better 
ſhew their impartiality, and love of truth. | 
It farther ſtrengthens-the credit of their rela- 
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ings, but which was alſo contrary to their former 
moſt favourite notions, and rooted prejudices. 
For what could be more contrary to te notions 
and prejudices, which then univerſally poſſeſſed 
the minds of the Jews, both of the learned and 
of the vulgar, than the doctrine of a crucified 
Meſſiah, who was to ere& a kingdom, not of 
this world, but of a ſpiritual nature, in the be- 
nefits and privileges of which the Gentiles were 
to be joint ſharers with the Jews? And, finally, 
gave the higheſt proof of their being them- 
ſelves perſuaded of the truth of thoſe facts, by 
their perſiſting in their teſtimony with an un- 
ſhaken conſtancy, in oppoſition to all the powers 
and terrors of this world. To this it may be 
added, that the writings themſelves have all the 
characters of genuine purity, ſimplicity, and un- 
corrupted integrity, that any writings can have; 
nor is there any thing in them that gives the 
leaſt ground of ſuſpicion of their having been 
written in any later age, or that favours of the 
ſpirit of this world, of ambition, avarice, or 
ſuality. And theſe writings have been tranſ- 
mitted to us with an unqueſtionable evidence, 
greater than can be produced for any other 
writings in the world. We can clearly trace 
them through all the intermediate ages up to 
that immediately ſucceeding the Apoſtles, and 
have the moſt convincing proof of their having 
been ſtill extant, and ſtill received and acknow- 
leged among Chriſtians. There are great num- 
bers of books, now in our hands, that were 
written and publiſhed in the ſeveral ages _— 


5 > 25 FES>PPrYOto rs , F ] oy DO REES IITND 


TH 6 = SY 7 ot © v7; Ry Gr En En WC 


<P 
we 


ZS 8 sg PRESS 


Lord Bolingbroke's Letten. gg 


that time and this, in which there are continual 
references to the Goſpels, and other ſacred books 
of the New Teſtament. And by the numerous 
uotations from them, and large portions tran- 
cribed out of them in every age, it is incon- 
teſtably manifeſt, that the accounts of the facts, 
diſcourſes, doctrines, Cc. which now a in 
them, are the ſame that were to be found in 
them in the firſt ages. Innumerable copies of 
them were ſoon ſpread abroad in different na- 
tions: they have been tranſlated into various 
languages: many commentaries have been writ- 
ten upon them by different authors, who have 
inſerted the ſacred text in their writings : they 
have been conſtantly applied to on many occa- 
ions, by perſons of different ſects, parties, in- 
clinations, and intereſts. Theſe are things which 
no man can be ſo hardy as to deny. And by 
this kind of evidence, the greateſt and the moſt 
convincing which the nature. of the thing can' 
poſſibly admit of, we are aſſured, that the evan- 
ro records, which are now in our hands, 
ve been tranſmitted ſafe to us, and are the 
lame that were originally publiſhed in the apo- 
ſtolical age; and that a general corruption of 
them, or a ſubſtitution of other accounts in - 
ſtead of them, if any had attempted it, would 
have been an impoſſible thing. | | 
Taking all theſe conſiderations together, it 

a , that never were there any accounts 
of facts that better deſerved to be depended on. 
And what mightily confirmeth the credit of thoſe 
writings, _— the facts there related, is, that 
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it cannot be conteſted, that great numbers, both 


of Jews and heathens, upon the credit of thoſe 
facts, forſaking the religion of their anceſtors, 
were brought to receive the religion of Jeſus in 
the firſt age, when they had the beſt opportuni 
of inquiring into the truth and certainty of th 
facts: and this in — 27 to their moſt inve- 
terate 


prejudices, and when, by embracing it, 
expoſed themſelves to all manner of evils 

ſufferings. The fpreading of the Chriſtian 
religion, as the caſe was circumſtanced, fur- 
niſheth a very ſtrong proof of the truth of the 
facts on which it was founded, and cannot 
otherwiſe be accounted for. 

Our author aſſerts, — that, * if the facts can 
„the Chriſtian religion will prevail, 
ithout the aſſiſtance of profound reaſoning : 
4 but, if the facts cannot be proved, the autho- 

de rity of it will fink in the world, even with 
& this aſſiſtance . I think it may be fairly 
argued from this, that if the — 2 — 
had not been true, on the evidence of which 
alone Chriſtianity is founded, it muſt have ſunk 
at the very beginning, and could never have been 
eſtabliſhed in the world at all ; conſidering the 
nature of this religion, and the difficulties and 
oppoſitions it had to encounter with. It was 

manifeſtly contrary to the prevailing prejudices 
both of Jews and Gentiles : it tended intirely to 
ſubvert the whole ſyſtem of the pagan ſuper- 
ſtition and idolatry, which was wrought into 
their civil conſtitution, and upon which the 
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ſperity of the Roman empire, and the eſta- 
liſhment of their ſtate, were thought to de- 
pend. It alſo tended to ſet aſide the peculiar 
polity of the Jews, upon which they ſo highly 
valued themſelves, and to ſubvert all the pl 
hopes and expectations of the temporal kingdom 
of the M „ with which they were ſo infi- 
nitely delighted, It obliged men to receive one 
that had ignominiouſly condemned and 
crucified, as their Redeemer and their Lord, the 
Son of God, and Saviour of the world. It pro- 
ſed no temporal advantages to its votaries, to 
bribe men to embrace it; gave no indulgence-to 
their corrupt luſts, nor had any thing in it to 
ſooth and gratify their vicious appetites and in- 
clinations. At the ſame time it had all the 
wers of the world engaged againſt it : yet it 
— triumphed over all oppoſition, tho . 
gated by the ſeemingly meaneſt inſtruments; and 
made an aſtoniſhing progreſs through a great 
part of the Roman empire, then the moſt know- 
ing and civilized part of the earth. This is 4 
ſtrong additional confirmation of the trath- of 
thoſe accounts which are contained in the Goſpel 
records; ſince there could not be, as the caſe 
was circumſtanced, any poſſible inducement to 
Jews or Gentiles to embrace Chriſtianity, but a 
thorough conviction of its divine original, and 
of the truth of thoſe extraordinary facts by which 
: And if the firt k this religion 
propagators of re 
had offer'd no other proof but their own words 
in ſupport of it, and in confirmation of the di- 


vine 
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vine authority of a crucified Jeſus, it 
with any conſiſtency 
of religion, ſo deſtitute of all worldly advantages, 
and ſo oppoſite to mens prejudices, as well as 
vices, and which ſubjected thoſe that made pro- 
ſeſſion of it to ſuch bitter reproaches and perſe- 
cutions, could poſſibly have prevail'd in the 
world. 1 
If, at the time when Chriſtianity made its firſt 
appearance in the world, it had been embraced 
by the Roman emperor, as it afterwards was by 
Conſtantine the Great, if it had been counte- 
nanced by the higher powers, there might have 
been ſome pretence for aſcribing the pr it 
the encouragement it met with from 

the great and powerful. The author of theſe Let- 
ters, ſpeaking of the miracles ſaid to be wrought 
at the tomb of the Abbe Paris, obſerves, —-+ 
« That, if the firſt miniſter had been a Janſeniſt, 
&« all France had kept his feſtival, and thoſe 
* filly impoſtures would have been tranſmitted, 
« in all the ſolemn pomp of hiſtory, from the 
* knaves of this age to the fools of the next +."— 
But this very inſtance, in which the Deiſts have 
trium ſo much, may be turned againſt them, 
fince it affordeth a plain proof, how difficult it 
is to maintain the credit of miraculous facts, 
when they are diſcountenanced by the civil 


wer. The miracles ſuppoſed to be wrought 


— the tomb of the Abbe Paris were ſoon quaſh'd, 
and a full ſtop put to the courſe of the miracu- 
lous operations, notwithſtanding there was a nu- 

+ Vol. I. p. 125, 126, 


merous, 


be ſuppoſed, that a ſcheme 
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merous, a powerful, and artful of men 
engaged in reputation and intereſt to ſupport the 
credit of them. It may therefore be juitly con- 
cluded; that if the extraordinary facts, on which 
Chriſtianity was founded,” had been falſe, the 
credit of them muſt ſoon have ſunk, and that 
religion with it, when all the reigning powers 
of the world, Jewiſh and Heathen, joined their 
force and influence to ſuppreſs it“. I 

In what hath been ſaid above, to ſhew the 
credit that-is due to the accounts given of the 
ats by which Chriſtianity is eſtabliſhed, it is 
ſuppoſed, ' that theſe accounts were written by 
Chriſt's own diſciples, or their moſt intimare 
companions, and in the firſt age, the age in 
which the facts were done, i. e. by perſons per- 
ſectly well acquainted with thoſe facts. But this 
s what our author ſeems unwilling to allow, 
In his fifth Letter, after having obſerv'd, that — 
* falſe hiſtory has been employed to propa» 
gate Chriſtianity formerly, and that the ſame 
* abuſe of hiſtory is ſtill continued'— he in- 
tances'in Mr. A5badte's ſaying, that the Go- 
* ſpel of St. Mattheno is cited by Clemens biſhop 
of Rome, a diſciple of the Apoſtles; that Bar- 
" nabas cites it in his Epiſtle; that Ignatius and 
Potycarp receive it; and that the ſame fathers 
give teſtimony for St. Mar He adds, that 
= the biſhop of London, in his third Paſtoral 
Letter, ſpeaks to the ſame effect. And 


The difficulties Chriſtianity had to encounter with, are 
tegantly repreſented by Mr. %, in his admirable treatite 
in the Reſurrection. - 14 

| Hl»... then 
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then he proceeds — ] preſume the fact ad- 


* vanced by the miniſter, and the biſhop, is a 


* miſtake. If the fathers of the firſt century do 
mention ſome paſſages that are agreeable to 
« what we read in our Evangeliſts, will it fol- 
« low, that theſe fathers had the ſame Goſpels 
« before them? To ſay ſo, is a manifeſt abuſe 
of hiſtory, and quite inexcuſable in writers 
* that knew, or might have known, that theſe 
« fathers made uſe of other Goſpels, wherein 
* ſuch paſſages might be contained, or they 
* might be preſerved in unwritten tradition. 
« Beſides which, I would almoſt venture to af- 
« firm, that the fathers of the firſt century do 
not expreſly name the Goſpels we have of 
« Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John *. — His 
deſign is plainly to ſignify. there is no 
proof, that the Goſpels, the books of the Evan- 
gelle which we now have in our hands, weie 
written in the firſt age of Chriſtianity, 
As this is a matter of importance, I ſhall offer 
ſome obſervations upon it. 
- And, firſt, Iris to be obſerved, that though but 
few of the wrilings of the fathers of the fill 
century are come down to us, and thoſe gene- 
rally very ſhort ; yet it cannot be denied, that in 
all theſe writings the facts recorded in the 
- Goſpels, eſpecially relating to our Lord's paſſion 
and reſurrection, and the ſcheme of religion 
there taught, are all along ſuppoſed, and referr'd 
to, as of undoubted truth and certainty, and of 
divine original: ſo that thoſe writings of the apo- 


Vol. I. p. 177, 178. 
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ſtolical fathers bear teſtimony materially to the 
Goſpels, and to the facts there related, and come 
in aid of thoſe accounts. It is alſo manifeſt, that 
there are ſeveral particular paſſages quoted in theſe 
writings, which ſeem plainly to refer to paſſages 
that are now found in the Evangeliſts; and theſe 
paſſages are mention d in a manner which ſhews, 
that regarded them as of divine authority. 
Nor is it a valid objection againſt this, that they 
do not cite the Goſpels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and Jobn, by name: for it is not their cuſtom, in 
mentioning paſſages of Scripture, to name the par- 
ticular books out of which theſe paſſages are ex- 
tracted ; they content themſelves with producing 
the paſſages, or giving the ſenſe of them. Thus 
they generally do with regard to teſtimonies pro- 
duced from the ſacred books of the Old Teſta- 
ment: and yet no one will deny, that they had 
thoſe books in their hands, and acknowleged 
their divine authority, | 
Barnabas, in his Epiſtle, has ſome plain re- 
ferences to paſſages het are to be found in St. 
Matthew's Goſpel. And, with regard to one of 
them, he introduceth it with ſaying, It is written; 
which was a form of quotation uſual among the 
Jews in citing their Sacred Books ; and ſeems 
plainly to ſhew, that he referred to written ac- 
counts of the actions and diſcourſes of our Saviour, 
Clement, in his Epiſtle, mentions ſeveral re- 
markable paſſages in our Lord's diſcourſes, re- 
corded by the Evangeliſts, Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke ; he calls them, the words of the Lord 


of 
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of the higheſt authority, and deſerving the 
teſt regard. | | 
Ignatius hath ſeveral paſſages, which either 
are plain references, or manifeſt alluſions, to 
paſſages that are to be found in St. Matthew's 
Goſpel, and to ſeveral other books of the New 
Teſtament. He tells thoſe to whom he writes, 
that they“ ought to hearken to the Prophets, 
« buteſpecially to the Goſpel, in which the paſ- 
t ſion has been manifeſted to us, and the reſur- 
6 rection perfected d. —- Where, as by the Pro- 
phets are undoubtedly to be underſtood the 
phetical writings, ſo by the Go/pel ſeem plainly 
to be underſtood the writings of the Evangeliſts, 
collected into one book called the Goſpel. And 
in other paſſages he ſpeaks to the ſame purpoſe ||, 
and in a manner which ſhews, that this book of 
the Goſpel was of the moſt ſacred authority 
among Chriſtians. 

Polycarp, in his Epiſtle, though very ſhort, 
hath many paſſages that plainly refer or allude 
to texts of the New Teftament. And, quoting 
ſome paſſages which are expreſly found in the 
Evangeliſts, he introduces them thus, The Lord 
hath ſaid. He expreſſes his confidence, that the 
Philippians, to whom he writes, were well exer- 

ciſed in the Holy Scriptures, And it is manifeſt 
from what he there adds, that by the Holy 
Scriptures he particularly intends the facred 
writings of the New Teſtament : which ſhews, 
that they were had in the greateſt veneration by 
the Chriſtians of that age. TT 


5 Ep. ad Smyrna, S. 7, | Ep. ad Philadelph. S. 5, _ 9. 
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He that would ſee a more diſtinct account of 
theſe things, my conſult the learned Dr. Lardner's 
accurate collection of paſſages from the apoſto- 
lical fathers, in his Credibility of the Goſpel-bi- 
ſtory, Part II. Vol. I. | 

It appeareth from this brief account, that 
the apoſiolical fathers have taken as much notice 
of the evangelical writings, as could be reaſon- 
ably expected, or as they had occaſion to do. 
And therefore I ſee not why Mr. Abbadte ſhould 
be charged with an abuſe of hiſtory, for repreſent- 
ing the fathers of the firſt century, as having 
cited the books of the Evangeliſts ; fince though 
they do not expreſly quote them by name, yet 
they quote paſſages as of ſacred authority, which 
are to be found in theſe books: and therefore it 
may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, that they refer to 
thoſe books, which, as I ſhall preſently ſhew, 
were then extant, and the authority of which 
was then acknowleged, 

But it is urged, that if the fathers of the firſt 
century do mention ſome paſſages that are agree- 
able to what we read in our Evangeliſts, it does 
not follow, that they had the ſame Goſpels be- 
forethem ; becauſe - ** thoſe fathers made uſe 
of other Goſpels, wherein ſuch paſſages might 
be contained, or they might be þ roman in 
« unwritten tradition.” — But this way of 


lating the caſe does not afford the leaſt pretum-, 
ption, that the books of our Evangeliſts were not 
then extant. It is only ſuppoled, that there 
might be other accountsin that age, in which the 
lame things might be contained ; and that the 

H 3 actions 
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actions and diſcourſes of our Lord were well 
known among the Chriſtians of the firſt agg, 
both by written accounts, and by tradition re- 
ceived from the preaching of the Apoſtles, And 
this certainly confirmeth, inſtead of invalidatin L 
theaccounts given in the Goſpels ; and ſuppoſet 
the facts there recorded to have been of well- 
known credit and authority. But he ought not 
to mention it as a thing that is and muſt be ac- 
knowleged by all the learned, that thoſe fathers 
of the firſt century made uſe of other Goſpels 
beſides thoſe of the Evangeliſts. It cannot be 
_ that they ever refer to any other Goſpels, 

he only paſſage in all the apoſtolical fathers, 
which ſeems to look that way, is one in Ignatius, 
which ſome ſuppoſe was taken out of the Goſpel 
of the Hebrews, which itſelf was really St. 
Matthew's Goſpel, with ſome interpolations and 
additions; and yet that paſſage may be fairly in- 
terpreted, as referring to the words of our Saviour, 
recorded by St. Luke, Ch. xxiv. 39 *. 

It may be gathered indeed from the introdu- 
ction to St. Luke's Goſpel, that many, in that firſt 
age, had undertaken to write an account of the 
hiſtory of our Saviour's life, miracles, diſcourſes, 
Se. but it does not appear, that thoſe writings 
were generally received among Chriſtians as au- 
thentie; probably becauſe they were not done 

with ſufhcient exactneſs, and had a mixture of 
things falſe or uncertain. And therefore it is 
not likely, that the paſſages, referred to by the 


* See Lorgner's Credibility, &c. Part II. Vol. I. p. 184, 
185, 186. | * | 
| fathers 
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fathers of the firſt cent nry, were taken from thoſe 
2 it is far more probable, that they were 
taken from the books of the Evangeliſts, where we 
ſtill find them, and which were then extant, and 
their authority acknowleged among Chriſtians. 


That the Goſpels which we have now in our 


_—_ were undoubtedly extant in the apoſtoli- 
cal age, and regarded as authentic, admitteth of 


a clear proof, if it be conſidered, that in the 


age immediately ſucceeding we find them uni- 
verſally received and acknowleged in the Chri- 
ſtian church. There are ſeveral books come 


down to our times, which were written by au- 


thors who unqueſtionably lived in the ſecond 
century, in which theſe Goſpels are frequently, 


and by name, referred to as of divine authority; 


and many expreſs 8 drawn from them, 
by which it is manifeſt, that they were then re- 
ceived with great veneration in the Chriſtian 
churches. And it appeareth, from the firſt Apo- 
logy of Juſtin Martyr, publiſhed about an hun- 
dred years after the death of our Saviour, that it 
was then the ordinary practice to read the me- 
morrs of the Apoſtles, and the writings of the 
Prophets, in Fug religious aſſemblies of Chriſti 


ans. And that, by the memoirs of the Apoſtles, 


he means the books of the Evangeliſts, is evident 
from ſeveral paſſages in his writings; and par- 
ticularly frum a paſſage in this very Apolegy, 
where, having mentioned the menicirt compoſed by 
the Apoſtles, he adds, <wbich are called Goſpels : 
and there are frequent citations from all of them 
in his writings; which plainly thew, that he 
| H 4 looked 
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looked upon thoſe books as authentic hiſtories of 
Jeſus Chriſt, The ſame may be obſerved con- 


cerning other writers in that century. And fince 


it is manifeſt, that the four Goſpels were gene- 
rally received, and had in the higheſt eſteem and 
veneration, among Chriſtians in the ſecond cen+ 
tury, even in the former'part of it (for that Apo- 
logy was written about the year 139. or 140.) ; 
this plainly ſheweth, that the Goſpel muſt have 
been written and publiſhed in the apoſtolical age 
itſelf, And it was, becauſe they were known 
to have been written by the Apoſtles, or their 
companions and intimates ; and that the accounts 
there given were authentic, and abſolutely to be 
depended upon; that theſe writings were ſo 
carly and generally received, Euſebius, ſpeak- 
ing of Qadratus, and other eminent perſons, wha 
—— * held the firſt rank in the ſucceſſion of the 
0 Apoſtles,” —informs us, “ that they, travel- 
ling abroad, per formed the work of Evangeliſts, 
* being ambitious to 2 Chriſt, and deliver 
* the Scripture. of the divine Goſpels 5. 
The perſons he ſpeaketh of flouriſhed in the 
rcign of Trajan, in the beginning of the ſecond 
century, and had undoubtedly lived a good part 
of their time in the firſt; and their carrying the 
books of the Goſpels with them where they 
preached, and delivering them to their converts, 
theweth, that thoſe Goſpels were then well 
known to be genuine, and had in great eſteem. 
And indced if they had not been written in the 
ap=ſtolical age, and then known to be genuine, it 


Euſeb. Eecleſ. hiſt, lib: iii. cap. 37. 
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cannot be conceived, that ſo ſoon after; even in 
the next age, they could have been ſo generally 
diſperſed, and ſtatedly read in the Chriſtian ai- 
ſemblies, and regarded as of equal authority 
with the writings of the antient prophets, which 
had been for ſome ages read in the ſynagogues 
on the Sabbath-days. And though a great cla- 
mour hath been raiſed concerning ſome ſpurious - 
Goſpels, which appeared in the primitive times, 
there is nothing capable of a clearer proof, than 
that the four Goſpels, and thoſe only, were ge- 
nerally received as of divine authority in the 
Chriſtian church, in the ages neareſt the Apo- 
ſtles; and have continued ſo ever fince, and 
have been all along regarded with the profound- 
eſt veneration, | 

To this it ought to be added, that the heathen 
writers, who lived neareſt thoſe times, never 
pretended to deny, that the books of the Evan- 
geliſts received among Chriſtians were written 
by Chriſt's own di(ciples. Cel/us lived in the 
ſecond century, He ſpeaks of Jeſus the author - 
of the Chriſtian religion, as having lived gg 
mavu oAiywy trwr, a very few years before. 
He mentions many things recorded in our Evan- 
geliſts, relating to the b:rtb, hfe, miracles, ſuf 


ferings, and reſurrect ien, of 2 Chriſt; and 
E 


tells the Chriſtians -— © Theſe things we have 
produced out of your own writings, ”—. 
He all along ſuppoſeth them to have been 
written by Chriſt's own diſciples, that lived and 
converſed with him, though he does all he can 
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to ridicule and expoſe them . To this it may 
be added, that the emperor Julian, who flou- 


riſhed about the middle of the fourth century, 


and who was both of great acuteneſs, and very 
well diſpoſed to take all advantages againſt Chri- 
ſtianity, and had, no doubt, an opportunity of 
reading whatſoever books had been written 
againſt the Chriſtians before his time, never pre- 
tends to conteſt the Goſpels being written by 


Chriſt's own diſciples, and thoſe whoſe names 
they bear, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John ; | 


whom he expreſly mentions as the writers of 
thoſe books +; though, no doubt, he would have 
been very well pleaſed, if he could have met 
with any proof or preſumption that could make 
it probable, that the books of the Evangeliſts, 


ſo generally received among Chriſtians, were 


written, not by Chriſt's own immediate diſ- 
ciples, or their companions, or in the a 

ſtolical age, but were compiled afterwards, and 
falſly aſcribed to the Apoſtles, To which it 
may be adeed, that none of the Jeus, in any of 
their writings againſt Chriſtianity, though they 
often mention the books of the Evangeliſts, have 
ever pretended, that thoſe books were not writ- 
ten by thoſe to whom they are attributed; but 


others, in after-times, under their names : 


nor do they ever mention any charge or ſuſpi- 
cion of this kind, as having been brought againſt 
thoſe books by their anceſtors. | 


Orig. contra Cf. lib. ii. p.67; 69, 70. 7 Cyril. 
Ax. contra Faiian, lib. x. p. 327. dit. Sp anheim. 
Thus 


us 
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Thus we find, by the acknowlegement of 
friends and enemies, who lived neareſt to thoſe' 
times, that the accounts contained in the books 
of the, Evangeliſts were written in the apoſtoli- 
cal age; the age in which thoſe facts are ſaid to 
have been done, which are there recorded. 
There are plain references to them, and paſſ- 
ages produced out of them, in the few writings 
that remain of the firſt century. And in the 
age immediately ſucceeding, we have full proof, 
that they were univerſally received in the Chri- 
ſtian church, as of divine authority ; and read 
as ſuch in the Chriſtian aſſemblies; and were 
aſcribed to Chriſt's own immediate attendants, 
or their intimate companions, Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and Fohn, by name. This hath been 
univerſally admitted ever fince in all ages: and 
theſe books have been tranſmitted down to our 
times with - ſuch an uninterrupted and continu- 
ed evidence, as cannot be produced for any other 


books whatſoever. He would he accounted a 


very unreaſonable man, that ſhould deny, or even 
queſtion it, whether the books of Livy, Salluft, 
Tacitus, were written by thoſe whoſe names 
they bear. But the Deiſts, and his lordſhip, 
among the reſt, moſt unreaſonably reje& that 
hiſtorical teſtimony and evidence in behalf of 
the Scriptures, which they would account to be 
ſufficient with regard to any other books in the 
world. 

It gives a mighty force to all this, that, upon 
a careful examining and conſidering the books 


themſelves, they bear the plain marks and cha- 


. racters 
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racters of the firſt, the apoſtolical age; and not 
one mark of a later date. Though three of the 
Evangeliſts make particular mention of our Sa- 
viour's predictions concerning the deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, and the temple ; yet there is not any 
intimation given in any one book of the New 
Teſtament, of that deſtruction as having been 
actually accompliſhed, which yet was in forty 
years after our Lord's crucifixion. And it could 
ſcarce have been avoided, but that ſome or other 
of them muſt have taken notice of it, conſider- 
ing the many occaſions there were for mention- 
ing it, if theſe books had been generally written 
after that event, It appeareth, from the be- 
ginning of St, Luke's Goſpel, compared with the 
introduction to the As of the Apoſtles, that he 
wrote his Goſpel before he wrote the Acts. And 
yet this latter was evidently written in the a 

ſtolical age, and ſome cime before the death of 
St, Paul, For it is plain, from the accounts 
given in that book, that the writer of it was a 
companion of St. Paul in his labours and tra- 
vels, and particularly was with him in his voy- 
age to Rome ; with an account of which, and of 


his preaching there two years in his own hired - 


houſe, the book ends. It taketh no notice of his 
after-labours and travels, and of his martyrdom 
at Name; which it would undoubtedly have 
done, as well as of the martyrdom of St, James, if 
if it had been written after thoſe events hap- 
pened. And it isa great proof of the high ve- 
neration the firſt Chriſtians had for thoſe wri- 


tings, and how careful they were not to inſert 
| any 
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any accounts into them, which were not origi- 
nally there, that none of them ever pretended 
to make ſupplemental additions to that book, 
either with regard to St. Paul himſelf, or any 
other of the Apoſtles. And as we may Juftly 
conclude, that St. Luke's Goſpel was publiſhed 
in the apoſtolical age itſelf, whilſt many of the 
Apoſtles were yet living; ſo it hath been gene- 
rally agreed, that St. Matthew's Goſpel was pub- 
liſhed before that of St. Lute; and that the Go- 
ſpel of St. Jobn was written laſt of all. And 
yet this laſt, as is manifeſt from the book itſelf, 
was written by one of Chriſt's own diſciples, tbe 
diſciple whom Feſus loved, And it appeareth to 
have been principally deſigned to record ſeveral 
things, which were not diſtinctly taken notice of 
by the other evangelical writers. Accordingly, 
we find, that though the facts are there plainly 
ſuppoſed, which are related by the other Exan- 
geliſts; yet thoſe miracles and diſcourſes of our 
Lord are chiefly inſiſted upon, which either 
were omitted by them, or but ſlightly mention- 
ed, Indeed whoſoever impartially confidereth 
the writings of the New Teſtament, will eaſily 
obſerve in them many peculiar characters, which 
plainly point to the time in which they were 
written, And there is all the reaſon in the world 
to think, that if theſe books had been written 
in any ſucceeding age, they would have been in 
ſeveral reſpects different from what they now are. 
The Chriſtian religion here appeareth in its pri- 
mitive ſimplicity, without any of the mixtures 
of following ages. The idea that is given of the 

| Chriſ.iaa 
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Chriſtian church, in the writings of the New 
Teſtament, is ſuch as is proper to the firſt age; 
and in which there were ſome variations, 
even from that which immediately followed. 


The diſcourſes of our bleſſed Lord, as recorded 


by the Evangeliſts, are of ſuch a nature, ſo full 


of divine wiſdom, and admirable ſentiments, as 
would manifeſtly appear, if there were room in 
this place to enter on a particular conſideration of 
them. They are delivered with ſo much gravi- 
ty and authority, and yet, for the moſt part, in 
ſuch a particular way, that they carry the evi- 
dent proofs of their own genuineneſs. The 
character given of our Saviour, in the books of 
the Evangeliſts, ſeems plainly to have been 
drawn from the life, And it may be juſt- 
ly affirmed, that it was not in the power 
of ſuch writers, deſtitute, as they appear to be, 
of all art and ornament, to have feigned ſuch a 
character: a character, in which is wonderfull 

united a divine dignity becoming the Son of God, 
and an amiable humility and condeſcenſion be- 
coming the Saviour of men ; an admirable wil- 
dom in conjunction with the greateſt candor 
and ſimplicity of heart; an ardent zeal for the 
glory of God, and the moſt extenſive charity and 
benevolence towards mankind; an impartial 
freedom and ſeverity in reproving faults, and 
great tenderneſs in bearing with mens weakneſſes 
and infirmities ; an unparalleled purity and ſan- 
Rity of manners, without any thing ſour or un- 
ſociable, or a ſupercilious contempt of others; 
the moſt exemplary patience and fortitude _— 


(ou FLY 6 


— , _£@ ar © as Pot 
* 


R 


K 


Lord Bolingbroke's Letters. 111 


the greateſt ſufferings, joined with a remarkable 
tenderneſs and ſenfibility of ſpirit. To this may 
be added the beauty of his maxims, the ſolidity 


of his reflections, the juſt and ſublime notions of 
religion, which he every-where inculcateth, far 


ſuperior to any thing that was taught by the moſt 
celebrated doctors of the. Feww/b nation, The 
morals he is repreſented as having taught are the 
moſt pure and refined, and yet without running 
into any ſuperſtitious extremes, ſuch as were the 
affected ſtrictneſſes of the Phariſees and Eſſenes, 
or the falſe refinements of ſome Chriſtians in 
the following ages, The motives there propoſed 
are the moſt powerful and efficacious that can 
be preſented to the human mind, drawn from 
all the charms of the divine love and goodneſs ; 
from the engaging offers of grace and mercy 
made to the truly penitent, which yet are ſo or- 
dered as not to give the leaſt encouragement to 
the obſtinately wicked and diſobedient ; from the 
promiſes of divine aids to aſſiſt our ſincere endea- 
vours in the performance of our duty ; from the 
important — of the future judgment, and 
the eternal retributions of the world to come, 
the inexpreſſible glory and felicity prepared for 


good men, and the dreadful puniſhments that ſhall 


be inflicted upon the wicked. In a word, ſo per- 
fect is the idea of religion contained in thoſe wri- 
tings, that all attempts to add to it in ſucceeding 
ages, or. raiſe it to an higher degree of pet fection, 
have really fallen ſhort of its original excellence, 
and tended to tarniſh its primitive beauty and 
glory. | : 

| Taking 
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Taking all theſe conſiderations together, they 
form a very ſtrong and convincing proof of the 
truth and authenticity of the Goſpel- records; 
and that, whether we conſider the method of 


conveyance, whereby they have been tranſmit- 


ted to us, and which we can trace up with a con- 
tinued evidence to the firſt age, or the internal 
characters of original truth and purity, and ge- 
nuine integrity, which appear in the - writings 
themſelves. _ 

To take off the force of the evidence, brought 
for the facts on which Chriſtianity is eſtabliſhed, 
it hath been urged, that theſe facts are only at- 
teſted by Chriſtians. The author of theſe Let- 
ters obſerves, that the church has the advantage 
over her adverſaries; that the books that were 
written againſt her have been deſtroyed, whilſt 
whatever tends to juſtify her has been preſerved 
in her annals— And that— © he muſt be very 
te implicit indeed, who receives for true the hi- 
« ſtory of any nation or religion, and much more 
ce that of any ſect or party, without having the 
« means of confirming it with ſome other hi- 
te ſtory®,” He here ſeems to ſuppoſe it as a 
thing certain, that there had been hiſtorical 
evidence againſt Chriſtianity ; but that the church 
had ſuppreſſed it. But this is a precarious ſup- 
poſition, without any thing to ſupport it, T 
account of the facts on which Chriſtianity is 
founded, were publiſhed, as hath been ſhewn, 
by perſons who pretended to be perfectly well 
acquainted with thoſe facts, and in the age in 


Vol. I. p. 128. 132. 
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which they were done, and who ſpeak of them 
as things publicly known, and undoubted 
certainty. The proper way therefore for the 
enemies of Chriſtianity to have taken, would 
have been, to have publiſhed, if they were able, 
contrary authentic accounts, in that very age, for 
_— thoſe facts; which it would have been 
eaſy to have done, if they had been falſe : for, 
in that caſe, thouſands muſt have known them 
to be ſo; ſince many of the facts are repreſented 
as having been done in public view, and in the 
nce of great multitudes. But that no ſuch 
contrary hiſtorical evidence was then produced or 
publiſhed, we may confidently affirm ; not only 
becauſe there is no account of any ſuch evidence, 
but becauſe, if the facts on which Chriſtianity is 
eſtabliſhed, had been authentically | diſproved 
even in the age in which they were ſaid to have 
been done; and if there had been good hiſtori- 
cal evidence produced on the 'other fide, by 
which. it appeared, that thoſe facts were falſe, 
the Chriſtian religion, conſidering the other diſ- 
advantages that attended it, =— that it _ in- 
ci ſupported by thoſe facts, muſt have ſunk 
_ — is it conceivable, that in that caſe 
it would have flouriſhed more and more; and 
that vaſt numbers, and many of them perſons ot 
conſiderable ſenſe and learning, would have con- 
tinued to embrace it, in the face of the greateſt 
difficulties and diſcouragements ? How comes it, 
that none of the Apologies for Chriſtianity that 
n Þ© vere publiſhed very early, —— to the 

Emperors, ſome of which are ſtill extant, 
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take any notice of ſuch contrary hiſtorical evi- 
dence, or endeavour to confute it, but ſtill ſpeak 
of thoſe facts as inconteſtably true and certain ? 
The firſt heathen author that appears to have 
written a formal book againſt the Chriſtian re- 
ligion, is Celſus. And what he advanced to this 

urpoſe we learn from his own words, preſerved 
by Origen, in his excellent anſwer to him. He 
endeavoureth, as far as he can, to turn the Go- 
ſpel-accounts to ridicule ; but he never referreth 
to any authentic hiſtory, or book of credit and 
authority, which had been publiſhed, to ſhew 
that the facts, recorded by the Evangeliſts, and 
belicved by the Chriſtians, were falſe. He pre- 
tendeth indeed, that be could tell many 
« other things, relating to Jeſus, truer than thoſe 
« chings that were written of him by his own 
e diſciples; but that he willingly paſſed them 
«© by s.“ And we may be ſure, that if he 
had been able to produce any contrary hiſtorical 
evidence, which he thought was of weight ſuf 
ficient to invalidate the evangelical records, 2 
man of his virulence and acuteneſs would not have 
failed to produce it; and his not having done fo, 
plainly ſheweth, that be knew of none ſuch; 
though, if there had been any ſuch, he muſt 
have known it. Nor do I find, that Julias, 
when he wrote againſt Chriſtianity, pretended to 
produce any contrary hiſtorical evidence for diſ- 
proving the facts recorded in the Goſpels : if he 
— of would have appeared in 
GyriP's anſwer, in which there are many frag- 
® Orig. contra C. lib li. p. 67: Edit; 
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ments of his book - preſerved. I think therefore 
the pretence of there having been contrary evi- 
dence to diſprove the facts recorded in the Go. 
ſpel, which evidence was afterwards ſuppreſſed 
by the Chriſtians, is abſolutely vain and ground» 
[fs And to refuſe our aſſent to the Goſpel- 
hiſtory, for want of having an opportunity to 
confront it with contrary hiſtorical evidence; 
when we have no reaſon to think there ever was 
ſuch evidence, would be the moſt unreaſonable 


conduct in the world. 
But ſtill it is urged, that the accounts of thoſe 
facts, in order to their full credit from 


my impartial petſon, ought to be confirmed by 
the teſtimony of thoſe who were not themſelves 


Chriſtians; fince Chriſtians may be excepted 
2gainft as prejudiced perſons ; and that, if there 
be no ſuch teſtimony, it adminiſters juſt ground 


of ſuſpicion, As a great ſtreſs has been fre- 
quently laid upon I ſhall conſider it dis 

ſtinctly 
, eren that enemies, who . re- 
— eG the Chriſtians, ſhould ac- 


— — main facts on which 
Chriſtianity is founded, is an abſurdity and con- 
radiction. And if any teſtimonies to this pur- 
pole were now to be found in their writings, 
t would undoubtedly be alleged by thoſe gentle- 
— who now complain of the want of ſuch 
8 that were foiſted in 
V Chriſtians, and ou t to be rejected as ſup- 
ofititious. But yet we have the teſtimony of 
werſaries EC many facts relating to 
| 12 893 
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Chriſtianity, as far as can be expected from ad- 
vetſaries. It cannot be expected, that Fes or 
Heathens, continuing ſuch, ſhould acknowlege 
Chriſt's divine miſſion; that he was the Son of 
. God, the Saviour of the world: but none of them 
ever pretended to deny, that there was ſuch a 
perſon as Jeſus Chriſt, who was the author of 
the Chriſtian religion, and appeared in Judea in 
the reign of Tiberius. Tacitus's teſtimony, as 
well as that of Ceſſus, is very expreſs to this pur- 
pole “. And ſome of the heathens went ſo far 
as to ſpeak very honourably of him. 80 did 
the Emperor Alexander Severus, who would 
have built a temple to him, if ſome of the pa- 
gans about him had not made ſtrong remon- 
ſtrances againſt it, as Lampridius informs us in 
his life +. And even Porphyry himſelf, whoſe 
words Euſebius bath preſerved, ſpeaks of him 
as a pious man, whoſe ſoul was taken into hea- 
vent. It would be unreaſonable to expect, 
that the enemies of Chriſtianity ſhould acknow- 
lege the accounts given of Chriſt by the Evan- 
geliſts to be true and authentic, and abſolutely 
to be depended upon; for then they muſt hare 
turned Chriſtians, But yet they never denied, 
what ſome of our modern unbelievers ſeem un- 
willing to acknowlege, that Chriſt's own diſci- 
. ples, who had lived and converſed with him, 
bad written accounts of his liſe, and actions, and 
diſcourſes, which were received by Chriſtians a 


„cit. Annal. lib. xv. + Cap. xxix. xliii, Hiſt, 4 
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true and authentic. The teſtimony of Celſus, as 
was obſerved before, is very full to this purpoſe. 
It cannot be expected, that eus and heathens 
ſhould acknowlege Chriſt's miracles to have been 

really wrought by a divine power. But they do 
not deny, that he did, or ſeemed to do, wonder- 
ful works. And the way they take to account 
for them amounteth to an - acknowlegement 
of the facts. Some aſcribed them to magical 
arts, as Gelſius, who ſaith, that on the account of 
the ſtrange things he performed, Jeſus claimed 
to be regarded as a God *. Others, as Hierocles, 
oppoſed to them the wonders pretended to have 
been ' wrought by Apollonius Tyaneus, The 
Jeur aſcribed the works he performed to the 
virtue of the ineffable Name, which he ſtole out 
ef the temple. And the Emperor Julian expreſ- 
ly acknowlegeth ſome of his mit aculous works, 
particularly his healing the lame and the blind, 
and caſting out devils, at the ſame time that he 
affects to ſpeak of them in a very ſlight and di- 
miniſhing manner T. As toChriſt's having ſuf- 
fered under Pontius Pilate, the heathens and 
9 were ſo far from denying it, that they en- 
voured to turn it to the reproach of Chri- 
ſtians, that they believed in, and worſhiped, one 
that had been crucified; It cannot be expected 
indeed, that they ſhould own, that he really roſe 
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» 3 again from the dead on the third day, as he him- 
ſelf had foretold ; but they acknowlege, that his 
2 diſciples declared, that he did ſo; and profeſſed to 


in Cyril contra Julian. T vi. 4 121, Pal. Spanbeim. 
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have ſeen him, and converſed with him, after his 
reſurrection. This appeareth from the teſtimeny 


of Celſus, at the ſame time that he endeavours to 
ridicule, the account given, by the Evangeliſts, of 


Chriſt's Reſurrection . The Jets, by pre- 


tending that the diſciples ſtole away the body of 


Jeſus, whilſt the ſoldiers that were appointed to 
guard it flept, plainly acknowleged, that the 
body did not remain in the ſepulchre where it 
had been laid after his crucifixion 5 and that 
therefore he might have riſen from the dead, for 
any thing they could prove to the contrary; 
The early and remarkable diffuſion of Chriſtia- 
nity, notwithſtanding all the difficulties it had 
to encounter with, and the perſecutions to which 
the profeſſors of it were ex is a very im- 
portant fact, and which, as the caſe. was circum- 
ſlanced, tends very much to confirm the truth 
of the Goſpel-accounts. And this is very fully 
atteſted by heathen writers, though it cannot 
be expected, that they would aſcribe this propa- 
gation of Chriſtianity to its proper cauſes, the 
force of truth, and a divine power accompany- 
mg it, | Tow v 
Tacitus, ina paſſage where he expreſſeth him- 
ſelf in a manner that ſhews he was ſtrongly pre- 
judiced againſt Chriſtianity, informs us, that | 
was a great multitude of Chriſtians at Name in 
Neros time, which was in leſs than forty years 
after the death of our Saviour; and gives an ac- 


couut of the terrible torments and ings to 


on. contra Celf. lib, l. p. 94. 96, 97+ lib. vil. 5. 355» 
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which they were expoſed ®. Julian, (peaking | 


of the Evangeliſt John, whom he repreſents as 
one of Chriſt's own diſciples, ſaith, that in his 
time a great multitude, in molt of the cities, of 
Greece and Italy, were ſeized with that diſeaſe, ; 


for ſo he calls Chriſtianity ; and that John, ob- 


ſerving this, was encouraged to aſſert, that Chriſt 
was God, which none of the other Apoſtles had 
done . And we learn from the younger Pliny, 
that in the reign of Trajan, i. e. about ſeventy years 
after our Lord's crucifixion, the Chriſtian faith 
had made ſuch a progreſs in ſeveral parts of the 
Roman empire, that the temples of the gods 
were almoſt deſolate ; their ſolemn ſacred rites 
long neglected ;. and that there were very few 
that would buy the ſacrifices 4. It cannot be 
expected, that heathens, continuing ſuch, (ſhould 
acknowlege, that the Chriſtians were right in 
their notions of religion ; but the laſt-mentioned 
celebrated heathen gives a. noble teſtimony to 


the innocency of their lives and manners, and 


that they bound themſUves by the moſt ſacred 
engagements to the practice of righteouſneſs and 
virtue, and not to allow themſelves in vice and 
wickedneſs, falſhood and impurity, Even Cel- 


fus, than whom Chriſtianity never had a bitterer 


enemy, owns, that there were Chriſtiang 
remperate, modeſt, and anderfianding per- 


, ſons || : and Julian recommends to his heathen 


pontiff Ar ſacius the example of the Chriſtians, for 


.* Tacit, Annal. lib. xv. t See the paſſage in Cyril, 
lib. x. p. 325. t Plin, lib, x. Ep. 97. ad Trajan. 
Ori. contra Celſ. lib, i. p. 2 * oy 
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their kindneſs and humanity to ſtrangers; 
and not only to thoſe ct their own religion, but 
to the heathens ; and for their appearing ſanctity 
of life; and this he ſuppoſes to be the chief 
. cauſe why Chriſtianity had made fuch a pto- 
greſs “. If none but Chriſtian writers had cele- 
brated the conſtancy of the antient martyrs, ſome 
would have been ready to have ſuſpected, that 
they feigned this to do them honour, or, at leaſt, 
greatly heightened it: but it appeareth from the 
undoubted teſtimonies of the above-mentioned 
Pliny, of Arrian, who flouriſhed under the reign 
of Hadrian, and of the emperor Marcus Anto- 
ninus, that the antient Chriſtians were very re- 
markable for their fortitude, and contempt of 
'torments and death, and for their inflexible firm- 
neſs and conſſancy to their religion under the 
greateſt ſufferings F. 
Though therefore it were abſurd to expect, 
that the enemies of Chriſtianity, continuing ſuch, 
ſhould directly atteſt the truth and certainty of 
the main facts on which' the Chriſtian religion is 
founded; yet we have ſeveral teſtimonies from 
them, that contribute not a little to the confirma- 
tion of thoſe facts. Beſides which, what ought 
to have great weight with us, we have the teſti- 
mony of perſons who were once Jews or 
heathens, and ſtrongly prejudiced againſt the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem, who yet, upon the convincing 
evidence they had of thoſe facts, were themſelves 


' © Julian, ep. *lix. ad Arſac. + Plin. ubi ſupra. Aria 
a Zpiel. lib. iv. cap. 7. Aarcus Amon, lib. Xl. 3- 
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brought over to the religion of Jeſus . Of 
ſuch perſons there were great numbers even in 
the firſt age, the age in which the facts were 

done, and in which they had the beſt oppor- 
tunity of inquiting into the truth and certainty of 
them. But there could not be a more remark- 
able inſtance of this kind than the Apoſtle Paul. 
Never was there any man more ſtrongly pre- 
judiced againſt Chriſtianity than he : which had 
carried him ſo far, that he was very active in per- 
ſecuting the profeſſors of it, and thought that 
in doing ſo he had done God good ſervice. He 
was at the ſame time a perſon of great parts and 
acuteneſs, and who had a learned education; 
yet he was brought over to the Chriſtian faith 
by a divine power and evidence, which he was 
not able to refiſt ; and thenceforth did more than 
any other of the Apoſtles to propagate the religi 
of "Jeſus ; © ir ik be not only forfetted 
*all his hopes of worldly intereſt and adyance- 
ment, but expoſed himſelf to a ſucceſſion of the 
moſt grievous reproaches, perſecutions, and 
ſufferings ; all which he bore with an invincible 
conſtancy, and even with a divine exultation and 
joy. In his admirable Epiſtles, which were un- 
deniably written in the firſt age of Chriſtianity, 
and than which no writings can bear more un- 
conteſted marks of genuine purity and integrity, 
there are continual references to inci 
facts recorded in the Goſpels, as of undoubted 
truth and certainty. And it manifeſtly appear- 
| ® See Addiſon's treatiſe of the Chriſtian religion. Sect, 
I, . | 
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eth, that great miracles were then wrought in 
the name of Jeſus; and that extraordinary gifts 
were poured forth upon the diſciples. And why 
ſhould not his teſtimony in favour of Chriſtianity 
be of the greateſt force? Mult it be diſregarded, 
becauſe of his turning Chriſtian; i. e. becauſe he 
was ſo convinced of thoſe facts by the ſtrongeſt 
evidence, that it over- ruled all his prejudices, and 
brought him over to Chriſtianity, in oppoſition 
to all his former notions, inclinations, and in- 
tereſts? Whereas it is this very thing that giveth 
his teſtimony a peculiar force . And if be had 
not turned Chriſtian, his teſtimony in favour of 
Chriſtianity, if he had given any, would not 
have had great weight, as being inſufficient for 
his own conviction ; or it would have been re- 
1 as a forgery, under pretence that he could 

net ſay and believe ſuch things without embrace- 

ing the Chriſtian faith. | 1 
This very pretence has been made uſe of to 


And indeed, if that teſtimony be genuine (and a 
great deal has been ſtrongly urged to prove it fo, 
at leaſt for the ſubſtance of it), it muſt be ac- 
knowleged, that he was far from being an cnemy 


to Obriſtianity, though he was perhaps too 


much a courtier openly to profeſs it. 
here is another argument, which the in- 
genious author of theſe Letters propoſeth, and 
upon which he layeth ao ſmall fires, as if it 
were a demonſtration againſt the divine authority 


. ® See this and folidly argued in g ir George Lyttelton's 


* 


Obſervations on the Converſion and Apoſileſbip of St. ger © 


ſet aſide the remarkable teſtimony of Fo/ephus. - 
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of the Chriſtian religion. He obſerves, thai 
The writers of the Romiſh religion have at- 
** tempted to ſhew, that the text of the holy 
<<" writ is on many accounts inſufficient to be the 
** ſole criterion of orthodoxy ; and he appre- 

© hends they have ſhewn it: and the writers 

e of the reformed religion have erected their 
e batteries againſt tradition: and that they 
© have jointly laid their axes to the root of 
« Chriſtianity: that men will be apt to reaſon 
„upon what they have advanced, that there 
remains at this time no ſtandard at all of Chri- 
« ſtianity : and that, by either this 
religion was not originally of divine inſtitution, 
* * or elle . has not provided effectually for 
—— the genuine purity of it ; and the 

Il have actually prevailed, in cons 
— to his iſe, againſt the church. 

« He muſt be-worle than an Atheiſt that affirms 
« the laſt: and therefore the beſt effect of this 
« reaſoning that can be hoped for is, that men 
* ſhould fall into Theiſm, and ſubſcribe to the 
« firſt ;”—viz, that the Chriſtian religion was 
; ant originally of divine inſtitution *, He ſeems 
this dilemma unanſwerable-; and, in 
— onounceth on the fide of the 
Romiſh church, Sos their writers have ſhewn, 
that 2 ſacred text is“ inſufficient to be the 
« ſole criterion of orthodoxy y; — or, as he 
afterwards expreſſeth it, that ie hath not thet 
authenticity, clearneis, and precifion; which 
E — cfcbiith it as a divine and a 
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« certaig 
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certain rule of faith and practice. Why 
his lordſhip giveth the preference to the Ræmiſb 
divines in this controveriy, is very evident. It is 
becauſe it beſt anſwereth the deſign he hath in 
view ; which manifeſtly is, to ſubvert the credit 
and authority of the Chriſtian religion, and leave 


— 


it nothing to depend upon but the force of edu- 
cation, and the civil and eccleſiaſtical puer. 
It cannot be denied, that ſome writers of the 
Romi ſb church, whilſt they have endeavoured to 
ſhew, that the Scripture is inſufficient to be a 
complete rule of faith and practice, have ſaid as 
much to expoſe the ſacred text, as if they were 
in league with the infidels againſt it, though 
they, as well as we, profeſs to own its divine 
iginal. The enemies of Chriſtianity have not 
led to take advantage of this. And indeed 
there cannot be a greater abſurdity than to ſup- 
poſe, that God ſhould inſpire men to reveal his 
will to mankind, and to inſtruct them in the 
way: of ſalvation, and order it fo, that they 
ſhould commit that revelation to writing, for the 
uſe and benefit of his church; and yet that it 
ſhould be inſufficient to anſwer the end, or to 
guide thoſe that in the fincerity of their hearts, 
and with the attention which becometh them in 
an affair of ſuch infinite importance, apply them- 
ſelves to the underſtanding and practiſing of it. 
What his lordſhip here offers, and it contains 
the | ſum of what has been advanced by the 
Romiſh writers on this ſubject, is this —* I 
«« am ſure, that experience, from the firſt-pro- 
*« mulgation of Chriſtianity to this hour, ſhews 
n « abundantly 
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* abundantly with how much eaſe and ſucceſs, 
* the moſt oppolite, the moſt extravagant, nay; 
** the moſt impious opinions, and the moſt con- 
* tradiQtory faiths, may be founded on the ſame 
e text, and plauſibly defended by the ſame au- 
© thority®.” This way of arguing beareth a near 

affinity to that which lieth at the foundationof all 
ſcepticiſm ; viz. that there is no certain criterion 
of truth, or right reaſon, becauſe reaſon is pre- 
tended for the moſt contradictory opinions ; and 
that it is impoſſible to be certain of any thing, 
becauſe of the differences among mankind about 
every thing : that there are no certain principles 
at all even in natural religion or morality ; fince 
there are none, not even thoſe relating to the 
exiſtence and perfections of God, a Providence, 
future ſtate, the natural differences of good 
and evil, but what have been controverted, and 
that by perſons who have pretended to learning, 
to 45 and 2 But the abſurdity 
of this way of arguing is very evident. The 
principle is fallacious, that whatever hath been 
controverted is uncertain, As well might it be 
ſaid, that whatever is capable of being abuſed 
is not good or uſeful, It doth not follow, that 
the Scriptures are not ſufficicntly clear and de- 
terminate to be a rule of faith and practice in all 
that is eſſential or neceflary to ſalvation, becauſe 
there have been men in every age that have in- 
terpreted them in different ſenſes. The plaineſt 


paſſages in any writings whatſoever may be per- 


yertcd ; nor is mens differing about the meaning, 
@ Vol. I. p. 179. 
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of the ſacred text any argument againſt its cefs 


tainty or perſpicuity, Laws may be of | 
uſe, though they do not abſolutely — 
canery and evaſion. That can never be a good 
— 2 — res are not a 
to be upon, which would equally 
prove, that no — that God could give 
could poſſibly be a rule of faith and practice, or 
of any uſe to guide men to truth and happineſs, 
If God ſhould make a revelation of his will for 
inſtructing mankind in what it moſt nearly con · 
cerneth them to know, and for directing them 


in the way of ſalvation; the poſlibility of which 


cannot be denied by any Theiſt; and ſhould for 
this purpoſe appoint a code to be publiſhed, cone 
taining doctrines and laws z it may be juſtly 


ueſtioned, whether it could poſſibly be made 
men in all ages 


ired improvement, the ſame ſagacity, 
ſame leiſure, the ſame diligence ; and exce 
ſhould exert his divine power in an extraordinary 
manner for ſubduing or removing all their 
judices, and over-ruling their different 
humours, inclinations, and intereſts; 
Place them all exactly in the ſame ſituation 


* 
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circumſtances. And this would be by no means 
conſiſtent with the wiſdom of the divine govern- 
ment, or with the nature of man, and his free- 
dom as a moral agent, and with the methode 
and orders of Providence, Nor is there any 
neceſſity for ſo extraordinary a procedure. For 
it would be abſurd to the laſt degree to pretend, 
that the Scripture can be of no uſe to any man, 
except all men were to agree about it; or that 
it is not ſufficiently clear to anſwer the end, if it 
there be any perſons that pervert or abuſe it. 

Yet, after all the clamour that has been raiſed 
about differences among Chriſtians as to the ſenſe 
of Scripture, there are many things of great im- 
portance, about which there hath been in all 
ages a very general agreement among profeſſed 

Chriſtians : They are agreed, that there is ons 
God, who made heaven and earth, and all things 
which are therein: that he preſerveth all things 
by the word of his power, and th alt 
things by his Providence : that he. is infinitely 
powerful, wiſe, and good, and is to be loved, 
feared, adored, obeyed, above all: that as there 
is one God, ſo there is one Mediator between 
God and man, Feſus Chriſt the righteous, whom 
he in his infinite love and mercy ſent into the 
world to ſave and to redcem us : that he came 
to inſtru& us by his doctrine, and bring a clear 
revelation of the divine will, and to ſet before 
us a bright and moſt perfe& example for our 
imitation : that he ſubmitted to the moſt grievous 
ſufferings, and to death itſelf, for our ſakes, = 


— — 
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he might obtain eternal redemption for us: that 


he roſe again from the dead, and aſcended into 
heaven, and is now crowned with glory and 
honour, and ever liveth to make interceſſion for 
us: that through him, and in his name, we are 
to offer up our prayers, and hope for the ac- 
ceptance of our perſons and ſervices : that in him 
there is a new covenant eſtabliſhed, and publiſhed 
to the world, in which there is a free and uni- 
verſal offer of pardon. and mercy to all the truly 
— and a moſt expreſs promiſe of eternal 
ife, as the reward of our fincere, though im- 
perfect, obedience : that it is not enough to have 
a bare ſpeculative faith, but we muſt be formed 
into an holy and godlike temper ; and, in order to 
be prepared for that future happineſs, mult live 

ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this _ 
world: that there ſhall be a reſurrection of 
the juſt and the unjuſt, and a future judgment, 
when Chriſt ſhall judge the world in the Father's 
name, and give to every man according to his 
deeds ; that the wicked ſhall be doomed to the 
moſt grievous puniſhments, and the righteous 
ſhall be unſpeakably happy to all eternity. 
Theſe are things of great conſequence, and 
which have been generally acknowleged by 
Chriſtians in all And if there have been 
ſeveral things adyanced by thoſe. that call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, which are not well conſiſtent 
with theſe generally acknowleged principles; if 
there have been controverſies among them about. 


points of conſiderable importance, as well as 
* many 


moment, this is no a 
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many contentions about things of little or no 
ment againſt the divine 


authority or uſefulneſs of the ſacred writings. 
Thoſe that wreſt the Scriptures mult be account» 
able to him that gave them, for that perverſion 
and abuſe; as men muſt be accountable for the 
abuſe of their reaſon ; but this is far from prove- 
ing, that therefore the Scriptures anſwer no 
valuable purpoſe, and could not be of a divine 


Wi 


r Still it is true, that whoſoever will, 


th a teachable and attentive mind, and an up- 


right intention io know and do the will of Gd, 


apply himſelf to read and conſider the holy 
Scriptures, in an humble dependence on God's 
gracious aſſiſtances, will find vaſt advantage for 
inſtructing him in the knowlege of religion, and 
engaging him to the practice of it, and for 
guiding him in the way of ſalvation. 
rs then, that the foundation, on which 
his formidable dilemma is built, will not bear, 
There is at this time a ſtandard for Chriſtianity ; 
even the doctrines and laws of our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles, as contained in the holy Scriptures. 
It muſt be and is acknowleged by all that profeſs 
themſelves Chriſtians, that whatever is revealed 
in thoſe ſacred books is true and certain, and 


It a 


whatever can be ſhewn to be contrary to what 


is there revealed is falſe. The Romanifts as well 
as Proteſtants own the divinity and authenticity 
of the ſacred text, though for particular views 
they would join unwritten traditions with it ; and 
are for giving the church alone the aut 


K 


hority to 
interpret 
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interpret the Scriptures. The reaſon of their 


conduct is evident. It is not becauſe they look 
upon the ſacred text to be ſo obſcure and am- 
biguous, that it cannot be underſtood by the 
ople; but becauſe they think the people, if 
eft to themſelves, will underſtand it ſo far as to 
ſee the inconſiſtency there is between true primi- 
tive Chriſtianity as laid down in the New 
Teſtament, and the Papal ſyſtem, and becauſe 
their corrupt additions to Chriſtianity cannot be 
proved by Scripture- authority. 

I have already taken notice of what he faith 
concerning the fatal blow that Chriſtianity re- 
ceived by the reſurrection of letters. I ſuppoſe 
we are to take his word as a deciſive proof of 
this; for no other proof of it is offered. But it 
may be affirmed on the contrary, that true 

rimitive Chriſtianity, that is, Chriſtianity as 
ſaid down in the New Teſtament, had then a 
glorious revival. Many corrupt additions that 
had been made to it were thrown off, It hath 
never been hetter underſtood, nor its evidences 
ſet in a clearer light, than fince that time. Some 
of the moſt admired names in the republic of 
letters have thought themſelves worthily em- 
ployed in endeavouring to illuſtrate the beauties 
of Scripture, and to clear its difficulties, It 
were eaſy to ſhew, if it were not a thing ſo well 
known as to render it needleſs, that thoſe who 
have done moſt for the revival and ſpreading of 
learning and knowlege in all its branches, and 
who were moſt celebrated for their genius, judg- 
ment, various reading, and probity, have been 


perſons 
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* that expreſſed a great admiration for the 
holy Scriptures, and an hearty zeal for Chriſtia- 


nity. | | 
Thus I have conſidered what the late Lord 


Bolingbroke hath offered in theſe Letters againſt 
the authority of the holy Scripture, ae. he 
Chriſtian religion, as far as may be neceſſary to 
take off the force of the objections he hath 
raiſed againſt it, and which ſeem to have nothing 
in them proportioned to the unuſual confidence 
with which they are advanced. It is hard to 
ſee what good end could be propoſed by ſuch an 
attempt, But perhaps it may be thought an 
advantage, that by — ©-diſcovering error in 
c firſt principles founded upon facts, and break- 
* ing the charm, the inchanted caſtle, the 
te ſteepy rock, the burning lake, will diſappear®.” 
And there are perſons, no doubt, that would 
be well-pleaſed to ſee it proved, that Chriſtianity 
is no better than deluſion and inchantment ; and 
particularly that the wicked have nothing to fear 
from the burning lake, ſome apprehenſions of 
which may probably tend to make them uneaſy 
in their vicious courſes. But I ſhould think, that 
a true lover of virtue, and of mankind, who 
impartially conſiders the purity of the Goſpel- 
morals, the excellent tendency of its doctrines 
and precepts, and the power of its motives for 
engaging men to the practice of piety and virtue, 
and deterring them from vice and wickedneſs, 


will be apt to look upon it as a very ill employ- 


See his Letter on the Uſe of Study and Retirement, 
Vol. II. p. 221. 
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ment to endeavour to expoſe this religion to con- 
tempt, and to ſet bad men free from the whol- 
ſome terrors it inſpices, and deprive good men 
of the ſublime hopes and ſacred joys it yields. 
But Chriſtianity hath withſtood much. more 
formidable attacks; and will, I doubt not, con- 
tinue to approve itſelf to thoſe that examine it, 
and the evidences by which it is eſtabliſhed, 
with minds free from vicious prejudices, and 
with that ſincerity and ſimplicity of heart, that 
ſeriouſneſs and attention, which becomes them in 
an-affair of ſuch vaſt importance. 
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Lord BotinGBROKEs LETTERS. 


PART III. 
His Lordſbip's Reflections upon our Civil Cun- 


ſtitution, conſidered. 


Now come to what I propoſed in the laſt 

place; viz, to conſider the reflections caſt 
in theſe Letters upon our Civil Conſtitution, 
If the repreſentation he makes of the ſtate of 
things be juſt, the late Revolution was far from 
being an happy event to theſe nations. The 
conſequence of it. hath been to bring us to po- 


verty, and into the moſt imminent danger of 


ſlavery, and to put us, in all reſpects, in a much 


worſe condition than we were in before. He 


finds great fault with“ the new conſtitution 
© of the revenue that was formed ſoon after 
* the Revolution, and the method of funding 
that immediately took place: that the creation 
of funds, and the multiplication of taxes, Fas 


% increaſed yearly the power of the crown; and 
that this has brought, and muſt bring, our 


« liberties, by a natural and neceſſary progreſſion, 
* into more real, though leſs apparent danger, 
K 3 than 


f 
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* than they were in before the Revolution,” — 
He goes on to obſerve, thai“ a free people 
& ſhould not truſt the ſole management of ſo 
* great a revenue, and the ſole nomination of 
* the legions of officers employed in it, to their 
“chief magiſtrate.” And he propoſes, that it 
would be proper “ to take this power and in- 
* fluence from the prince, or to ſhare it with 
e him:''—— That, © national corruption is the 
* natural and neceſſary conſcquence of inveſt- 
& ing the crown wich the management of ſo 
© 2icat 4 revenue; and that the loſs of liberty 
« us the natural and neceſſary conſequence of 
national corruption *. -] leave it to thoſe 
who underſtand this matter better, to debate 


about the method of funding, as he calls it, In 


general, it may be ſaid, that the creating public 
tunds, as a foundation for public credit, may 
be ot great advantage when kept within proper 
bouuds, though this, as every thing elſe, is ca- 
pabic of being abuſed. And the vaſt national 
debt that hath been incurred is not properly to be 
churged upon this, but chiefly upon the neceſſit 

of ſupporting expenſive wars, ſome of whic 

he hinuelt owns to have been unavoidable. But 
that on which he appcareth to lay the greateſt 
itrels ſeems to proceed upon a wrong foundation ; 
viz. That the king, by the new conſtitution of 


the revenue that was formed ſoon after the Re- 


volution, has the ſole management of the revenue, 
and the public money, in his hands. The very 
reverſe of this is true, Before the Revolution the 
king might be ſaid to have the ſole management 


Vol. I. p. 45, 46, 47, 48. | p 
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of the revenue, The whole income of the ſtate, 
as Biſhop Burnet juſtly obſerves, was in the 
power of the crown, and was called the revenue 

of the crown; and there was no diſtinction of 
what was to be allotted for the king's uſe, and 
what for the ſervice of the public; by which 
means the application of the public money was 
in the diſpoſal of the court, and the king had 
an opportunity of reſerving what he pretend for 
his own deſigns. But after the Revolution, for 
preventing the miſapplication of the public 
money, it was judged a wiſe meaſure to allot a 
ſeparate income Br the king's expences and 
houſhold, called the civil liſt, and to put the 


reſt of the | cus revenue intirely under the 


command of the parliament. And this is the 
pre ſent conſtitution of the revenue, The par- 
7 


ament, i. e. the people by their n ves, 


diſpoſe of the public money as they think proper: 
they aſſign and appoint the uſes and ſervices to 
which it ſhall be applied : an account of which 
in every ſeſſion is conſtantly ſubmitted to par- 
liament, before any farther ſupplies are granted, 
It is certain therefore, that, by the new conſtitution 
at the Revolution, the public money js not left 
ſolely to the diſcretionary management of the 
crown. The produce of the taxes, and all the 


- revenue, is appropriated and diſpoſed of 
1 


rliament, The king's miniſters are ac- 
- countable for the management of it; and ſo are 
all the officers he employs. Though therefore 


he hath the nomination of the officers ; yet 


theſe officers are under the controul of the people, 


and their repreſentatives : nor is it in the power 
K 4 BE : 
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of the crown to ſcreen them from an inquiry, 
or from puniſhment, if they abuſe that truſt, 
and embezzle or miſapply the public money. 
And what could a free people deſire more? 
What more wiſe or reaſonable conſtitution could 
have been eſtabliſhed? If, as he inſinuates, the 
parliament, or the people, will ſuffer themſelves 
to be e 16s if they will not exerciſe the 
power they have of inſpecting the management 
of the public money, and calling the officers to 
an account, upon what is this to be charged) 
Not on the conſtitution, but on the corruption of 
mankind, And this is capable of > ng and 
erting the beſt conſtitution in the world. 

ut he would have the people take the nomina- 
tion of officers from the prince, or at leaſt ſhare 
it with him; ſince, as he ſays, the public revenue 
this conſtitution is not his revenue, nor the 
public expence his expence, So that all he ſeems 
to allow the king is, to keep a magnificent court, 
to live in ſplendor, upon what he calls the 
ſalary ſettled upon bim; but he is, in effect, for 
taking the executive power out of his hands, 
And I ſhall leave it to the conſideration of thoſe 
that are ſkilled in theſe matters, whether this 
would not be a changing our antient Br#ti/h 
conſtitution, and a reducing the power of the 
crown into ſuch bounds, as would deſtroy the 
balance ſo wiſely appointed between the ſeveral 
wers legiſlative and executive ; eſpecially con- 
Edering in how many inſtances the power and 
prerogatives of the crown have been weakened, 
and the vaſt acceſſion that has been made to the 
| power 
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power of the commons, as his lordſhip has more 
than once obſerved, ſince the reign of Henry 
the ſeventh, and particularly fince the Revolution. 
- IT ſhall on this occaſion inſert ſome other 
paſſages of this author, in which he makes a 
very diſadvantageous repreſentation of the conſe- 
quences of the Revolution, and of the preſent 
ſtate of theſe nations. In his eighth Letter on the 
Uſe and Study of Hiſtory, which is the firſt of 
the ſecond volume, he faith, that “ in the 
« adminiſtration that preceded the Revolution, 
trade had flouriſhed, and our nation had grown 
opulent: but the general intereſt of Eu 
t had been too much neglected by us; and 
& {lavery, under the umbrage of prerogative, had 
been well nigh eſtabliſhed among us. In thoſe 
c that have followed, taxes upon taxes, and 
&« debts upon debts, have been perpetually ac- 
c cumulated, till a ſmall number of families 
« have grown into immenſe wealth, and national 
« ry has been brought upon us— The 
« reign of prerogative was ſhort ; and the evils 
« and dangers to which we were expoſed by it 
« ended with it: but the reign of falſe and 
« ſquandering policy has laſted long; it laſts 
« ſtill ; and will finally complete our ruin. Beg- 
« gary has been the conſequence of ſlavery in 
« Doc countries : ſlavery will probably be the 
« conſequence of be in ours: and if it is 
*« fo, we know at whoſe door to lay it T. And 
again, he ſays, that—** the rage of warri 
confirmed the beggary of our nation, whi 

Vol. II. p. 114, 115+ 

began 
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« began as early as the Revolution . And 
afterwards, that “ the whole conſtitution of 
« our country, and even the character of our 
* nation, has been altered. That the men called 
* Whigs have made a worſe uſe of long wars, 
« and new ſyſtems of revenues, ſince the Revo- 


4 Jution, than the men called Tories made be- 


& fore it of long peace, and ſtale prerogative ” 54 
An the fame Letter he draweth a compariſon 
between the tate and temper of the nation after 
the Reſtoration, and that fince the Revolution ; 
and gives the picfcrence greatly to the former. 
He obſerves, that“ fince the Revolution our 
« kings have been reduced indeed to a ſeeming 
« annual 393 on parliament; but the 


« buſineſs o 


* in general as a trade Few know, and ſcarce 
* any reſpec, the Britiſh conſtitution, That of 
« the church has been long derided, that of the 


« ſtate as long neglected ; and both have been 


« left at the mercy of the men in power, wha« 
i ſocyer they were——That the church, at leaſt 
the hierarchy, however ſacred its origin, is 
* become an uſeleſs burden on the ſtate: and 
de the ſtate is become, under antient forms, a 
« new and undefinable monſter, compoſed of a 
& king without monarchical ſplendor, a ſenate 
* of nobles without ariſtocratical inde N 


© and a ſenate of commons without democrati- 
cal freedom. The very idea of wit, and all 
te that can be called taſte, has been loſt among 


* Vol. II. p. 167. + Ibid. p. 172, 173. 
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parliament, which was eſteemed 
&« in general a duty before, has been exerciſed 
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e the great: arts and ſciences are ſcarce alive; 
« luxury has been increaſed, but not refined > 
* corruption has been eſtabliſhed, and is 
% avowed “.“ 

I think a more odious repreſentation could 
ſcarce be made of the ſtate of things under the 
preſent eſtabliſhment; and that by one who 
makes frequent and ſtrong profeſſions of his love 
to his countty, and concern for its welfare. And 
as this ſeems to be calculated to inflame the 
people, ſo his lordſhip takes care to let them 
know their power in ſuch a caſe. _ For after 
having obſerved, that the king, in ſuch a con- 
ſtitution as ours, is but the h ſervant of the 
people, he plainly declares, that the people not 
only have a right to complain, repreſent, and pe- 
tition, but have a right of reſiſtance, not merely 
to the king, or to part of the legiſlature, but to 
the whole legiſlative power, the king and par- 
liament together“ For ſure, faith he, ther 
% cannot be a greater abſurdity, than to affirm, 
« that the have a remedy in reſiſtance, 
* when their prince attempts to enſlave them; 
“but that they have none, when their repreſen- 
e tatives ſell themſelves and them +.” He 
farther oblerves, that in free governments 
„like ours the care of the ſtate is the care of 
© multitudes; and that even thoſe whom the 
e prince appoints are not only anſwerable to him, 
« but like him, and before him, to the nation, 
« for their behaviour in their ſeveral poits l. 


„ Vol. II. p. 173, 174, 175. + Vol. I. p. 192, 193. 
1 Ibid. p. 194. 
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The manner of expreſſion here is remarkable 
Thoſe whom the prince appoints are anſwer- 
able, like him, to the nation for their be- 
* haviour in their ſeveral poſts. Where he 
plainly intimates, that not only is the king ac- 
countable by his officers and miniſters, . but the 
king himſclf, as well as his officers, and di- 
ſtinctly from them, is accountable to the nation 
for his behaviour in his poſt. I ſhall not at 
preſent enter into the debate, whether theſe 
principles are well-founded or not. But there 
are two or three obſervations that naturally offer 
themſelves on this occaſion. One is, that this 
was not the doctrine encouraged at the latter end 
of Queen Anne's reign, when the late lord 
Bolingbroke had ſo great a ſhare in the admini- 
ftration, and when 4t was ſo much the faſhion 
© run down thoſe who expreſſed a zeal for the 
principles on which the late Revolution was 
founded, as men of republican and antimonar- 
chical principles. Another reflection is this, 
that it is hard to ſec with what conſiſtency he 
could, as he does in his ſecond Letter, brand 
the reſiſtance of the parliament to the king in 
1641. with the name of Rebellion, at the ſame 
time that he owns—* it was not without reaſon 
on account of liberty ®,”——He not only aſſerts 
a right in the people to reſiſt the king, but to 
refiſt the whole legiſlature, the king and par- 
lament together, and to call the king himſelf, 
as well as his officers, to an account for his be- 
haviour in his poſt, as being “ the firſt ſervant 
Vol. I. P. 444 | 
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« of the people; - which is carrying it farther 
than many of thoſe did that were. concerned in 
carrying on the war againſt the king, and was 


the very principle on which the high - oommiſſion 
court was founded. But the im t res 


flection is, that if we compare this with ſome 


other parts of his Letters, he ſeems to point at 
the preſent as a proper time for the to 
exert the powers he inveſts them with : for he 
expreſly declareth, that our liberties are now in 
more real danger than they were in before the 
Revolution ; and yet, at that time, they were in 
ſuch danger, by his own acknowlegement, as 
rendered a Revolution neceſſary and practi- 
1 cable. He avers, that national corruption, 
which he makes the neceſſary conſequence of 
inveſting the crown with the nomination of the 
officers employed in managing the revenue, is 
become univerſal ; and that the loſs of liberty is 
the natural and neceſſary conſequence of national 


corruption: that the church is become an uſeleſs : 


burden on the ſtate, and the ftate is become a 
new and undefinable monſter : and that the 
buſineſs of parliament has fince the revolution 
been exerciſed in general as a trade; i. e. they 
have been willing, as he clſewhere expreſſes it 
— * to ſell themſelves, and the people. — If 
this be the caſe, it is high time, upon his prin- 
ciples, for the 


— to new - mold the eonſtitution, and 
not only to complain, repreſent, and petition, 
but to make uſe of force to this purpoſe, * 


people to exert themſelves, and 


— —— —_— — — — —„- — — — 
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the king, and the parliament too, if they ſhould 
— them. | | 

. It is not my defign to enter upon a laborious 
vindication of our preſent conſtitution and go- 
vernment againſt theſe repreſentations, which 
appear to be highly exaggerated, and betray more 
of ſpleen and diſcontent, than of a true patriot 
ſpirit, or generous concern for the public. If 
any man ſhould with modeſty and candor point 
to what he thought amiſs in the conſtitution or 
adminiſtration, and propoſe what appeared to 
him the propereſt remedies, it would deſerve 
regard, as proceeding from an honeſt zeal for 
the true intereſt of his country. But ſuch 
neral odious reflections, which plainly diſcover 
a diſpoſition to find fault, and give the moſt 
malicious turn to every thing, ſeem not ſo much 
intended for correcting and rectifying abuſes, as 
for inflaming the paſſions of the people. The 
natural tendency of ſuch repreſentations is, if 
not to excite inſurrections, yet at leaſt to weaken 
the government, and expole it tocontempt, and 
to ive it of all ſupport in the affections of 
the people. For who that believes theſe 
ſentations to be juſt, can have any zeal for ſuch 
an eſtabliſhment, or think it worth contending 
for ? Since whatever change ſhould happen, there 
| may poſſibly be a better, but can hardly be a 
worſe, But let it be remembred, that the ſame 
| per ſon who gives this diſadvantageous idea of the 
preſent ſtate of our conſtitution, hath alſo 
thought proper to make a very diſadvantageous 
repreſentation of Chriſtianity itſelf, The ſame 
perſon 


n 1 


ä 


perſon who pronounceth, that our liberties have 
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been more endangered than ever ſince the Revo- 
lation, hath alſo taken upon him to affirm, that 
Chriſtianity hath been decaying ever ſince the 
reſurrection of letters. One would think, ac- 
cording to his repreſentation, that ever ſince the 


Revolution, which he in effe& makes the zra of 


beggary, corruption, and ſlavery, we were be- 
come a moſt miſerable people. And yet certain 
it is, that fince that time the national proſperity 
and glory have been raiſed to the greateſt height, 
beyond the example of former ages. Never in 
any period of the Engliſh hiſtory had we ſo long 
together times of greater felicity, or ſo full an 
enjoyment of our liberties civil and religious, 
ſuch affluence and opulence, and ſuch an abtn- 
dance of every thing that can contribute to make 
a nation happy. If this proſperity and affluence 
hath produced luxury, which is the too uſual 
effect of it, and the liberty we have enjoyed 
hath given occaſion to a boundleſs licentiouſneſs, 
it would be wrong to lay the fault upon the ad- 
vantages themſelves, rather than upon our own 
ungrateful abuſe of them. If, as his lordſhip 
affirms, we are fallen into a great degeneracy of 
taſte, as well as diſſoluteneſs of manners, I can- - 
not think it the propereſt way to retrieve our 
taſte, to expreſs ſuch an extreme contempt, as he 
frequently doth, of thoſe that devote themſelves 
to the purſuits of learning: nor is it likely to 
mend our morals, to take pains to fet the people 
looſe from the obligations of Chriſtianity, by 
attempting to weaken or deſtroy the evidences 

of 
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of its divine authority. It is a much better way 
to promote the national happineſs, to endeavour 
to revive the true Chriſtian ſpirit, and a ſtrong 
ſenſe of religion, on the minds of men; and to 
t the le upon improving the advantages 
they 1 of fomenting their Ao 
tents, and keeping up that ſpirit of party, which 
hath done ſo much miſchief among us, and 
hath greatly contributed to deprave our taſte, 
and our morals too. And, ſurely, any one, 
that hath a juſt concern for our civil liberties 
and privileges, or for our holy religion, and the 
wank of profeſſing it in its purity, and for the 
facred rights of conſcience, ought to ſet a value 
on 2 eſtabliſhment, in which theſe rights are 
preſerved to us to a degree that is not to be pa- 
rallel'd in any other nation. 
If there be an huge national debt e us, it, 
as he complains, taxes upon taxes, debts u 
debts, have been accumulated, it would be great 
injuſtice to charge this upon the Revolution, and 
the ſettlement conſequent upon it. This indeed 
| hath been often done by the enemies of our 
ent eſtabliſhment, with the worſt of views. 
ut the principles laid down by the admired 
author of theſe Letters, and the conceſſions he 
himſelf hath made, will help to take off the 
force of this charge, and ſhew it not to be well- 
founded. 
In his ſixth Letter he has ſome good obſerva- 
tions on the notion of a balance of power in 
Europe, on the equal poiſe of which the ſafet) 
and tranquillity of the whole muſt depend : on 
I . 
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that — to hinder it from being deſtroyed by 
- Preventing too much power from falling into 

one ſcale, has been the principle of all the 
« wiſe counſels of Europe, relatively to France, 
te and the houſe of Auſtria, for theſe two cen- 
tt turies paſt, and ſubſiſts at this hour *.”—And 
in his ſeventh Letter, in which he gives a ſketch 
of the ſtate and hiſtory of Europe, from the 
Pyrenean treaty in 1659. to the year 1688. he 
gives a clear and elegant account of the at- 
tempts made by France towards an univerſal 
monarchy, and of the ſeveral ſteps by which 
they arrived to ſuch an exorbitant power; and 
that — © an oppoſition to the growing power 
te of France has been the principal affair of 
Europe, during the greateſt part of this pe- 
10 riod.” —And in the ſame Letter he acknow- 
legeth, that — © England was fatally en 
* to act a part in the conſpiracy againſt the 
« peace and liberty of Europe; nay, againſt her 
* own peace, and her own liberty: for a bub» 
6 ble's part it was, equally wicked and impo- 
© litic,” — And he expreſly declares concern» 
ing King Charles the ſecond, that — he 
e thought it to abet the deſigns of 
& France on the continent, that France might 
&© abet his deſigns in his own kingdom; which 
% were, to favour popery, and make himſelf 
* abſolute at home. This (he fays) he could 
prove, if he were at liberty to produce the 
private relations he had read formerly drawn 
up, by thoſe who were no enemies to ſuch 


Vol. I. p. 231, 232. | 
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** defigns, and on the authority of thoſe who 
** were parties to them. He adds, that — 
% whatever King Charles the ſecond inten 
certain it is, that his conduct eſtabliſhed 
the ſuperiority of France in Europe *,” — 
And afterwards, he again ſpeaks of « the 
«« falſe notions and iniquity of the counſels of 
« England, as what, among other cauſes, not 
* only hindered the growth of the French power 
from being ſtopped in time, but nurſed it up 
& intoa ſtrength almoſt inſuperable by any future 
e confederacy 8. And in his eighth Letter he 
faith, that — the court of England had ſub- 
% mitted to abet the uſurpations of France, 
te and the king of England had ſtooped to be 
10% her penſioner :” and that, — ** after 
the elevation of the prince of Orange to the 
« throne of England, the nation engaged with 
* all imaginable zeal, in the common cauſe of 
t Europe, to reduce the exorbitant power of 
« France, to prevent her future, and to reven 
«her paſt attempts: and that ü. 
© cult as it was, we were obliged on every ac- 
count, and, by reaſons of all kinds, to en- 
« page in it:? — though he blames them for 
not doing it with more order and œconomy ||. 
Before I proceed farther, it may be proper to 
make ſome reflections. It appeareth then, by 
his own acknowlegement, that it was —_y 
neceſſary, for the ſafety of Europe in general, 
and our own in particular, to oppoſe the grow- 


Vol. I. p. 282. 284, 285. F Ib. p. 298. J Vol. II. 
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therefore it manifeſtly followeth, that whatever 
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ing power of France; that yet England, in the 
reign of King Charles the ſecond, inſtead of 
checking that power, abetted it; and acted in 
a fatal conſpiracy againſt the peace and liberty 
of Europe; nay, againſt her own peace, and her 
own liberty: and that this conduct eſtabliſhed 
the ſuperiority of France in Europe; and not 
only hindered the growth of the French power 
from being ſtopped in time, but nurſed it up 
into a ſtrength almoſt inſuperable by any future 
confederacy. He alſo acknowlegeth, that, after 
the Revolution, the nation engaged with zeal to 
reduce the exorbitant power of France; and 
that we were obliged to do it on every account, 
and by all manner of reaſons. Upon this view 
of things, it appears, that the conduct of Eng- 
land, before the Revolution, was, as he calls it, 
wicked and impolitic ; and that, after the Revo. 
lution, under King Villiam, it was wiſe and 
glorious: that the war England then enter'd 
into, to put a _ to the growth of the French 

er, was abſolutely neceſſary for our own li- 
and ſafety, as well as that of Europe: 
and that what made this war neceſſary, was the 
wretched conduct of England, before. the Revolu- 
tion, in abetting the French power, and eſtabliſh- 
ing their ſuperiority in Europe, whereby it was 
carried to an height almoſt inſuperable. I think 


expences were cauſed by the war, are properly 
"chargeable, not on the Revolution, but on the 
management in the times preceding it ; which 


brought the nation under a neceflity of en- 


L 2 tering 
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into a moſt hazardous and war 

for defending their own liberty and ſafety : and 
this war it was which brought on their debts, 
and their taxes. He indeed blameth the want 
of ceconomy : and it is very eaſy, in this and 
many other caſes, for thoſe that come after, to 
ſee where affairs might poſſibly have been bet- 
ter conducted, and to point to errors and — 
in management, which perhaps the wiſeſt 
ſons were not ſenſible of at the time. But 
ever there is in this charge, it is wrong to layit, 
where he ſeems willing intirely to lay it, on the 
men called Whigs. It was partly 0 to acci- 
dents, which could not well be prevented, and 
partly to the applotting inſufficient funds; which 
is ſaid to have been principally owing not to 
King William and his friends, but to the m 
ment of thoſe that o poſed his adminiſtration, 
and endeavoured to c aa 1 and 3 
the government. But Ee the have 
=. arr op freed gras ror 
debts could ſcarce poſſibly have been avoided. 

As to the war which we enter'd into under 
Queen Anne, he faith, that — © it muſt be 
« confeſſed, that the war was unavoidable, for 
© the immediate ſecuring of commerce, and of 


« barriers, hr the vetrenting 'an union of the 


* two monarchics of France and Spain in any 

© future time, and the preſervation of a certain 

degree, at leaſt, of equality, in the ſcale of 

% power 5. And again, that — “ the war 

vas wiſe and juſt till 1706. becauſe neceſſuy 
* Vol. Il. p. 39. | 
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© to = reggoapar equality among the powers of 
a and com- 
We have then 


France in King William's time, and 
* Anne's, till the year 1706. i. e. till 
the latter end of that year, was unavoidable, 
and neceſſary for our own liberty, peace and, 
ſafety ; and, conſequently, whatever debts were 
contracted, and taxes laid on, in that time, and 
in conſequence of that war, ought not to be 
turned to the prejudice of the adminiſtration. 

He aſſerts indeed, that the war was unwiſe 
and unjuſt, after the year 1706. becauſe France 
was then reduced, and all the ends of the war, 
and of the grand alliance, might have been then 
obtained by a peace; and that — © thenceforth 

4 it became a war of paſſion, of ambition, of 
 « avarice, and private intereſt, to which the 


ons = ou intereſt of Europe was ſacrificed 5. 

us examine this a little by his own prin- 
ciples and conceſſions. 

He acknowlegeth, that — © one of the prin- 
« cipal ends propoſed by the war, was, to ob- 
« tain an effectual ſecurity againſt the contingent 
© union of the two crowns of France and 
4 Sparn||.”— And, indeed, the preventing that 
union is expreſly mention d as one main article 
of the grand alliance. And he himſelf owns, 
that —— © the ſetting an Auſtrian prince upon 
« the Sp niſb throne, was, no doubt, the ſureſt 


« expedient to prevent an union of the two mon- 
Vol. II. p. 68. 6 Ib. p. 53, Ib. p. 52. 
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* archies-of France and Spain l. — And again 
he ſaith, that « he who tranſports himſelf 
te back to that time (ſpeaking of the time of the 
« beginning of the war) muſt acknowlege, that 
the contcderated powers in general could not 
& but be of Garth's mind, that 


ce an Auſtrian prince alone 


&* 1s fit to nod upon the Spaniſh throne. 


& And that they could not but think it more 
* agreeable to the intereſt of Europe, that a 
* branch of Auſlria, than a branch of Bour- 
« bon, ſhould gather the Spaniſh ſucceſſion z 
& and that the maritime powers might think 
&« this to be more for their particular intereſt +.” 


| Though, therefore, as he often urges, and 


ſeems to lay a mighty ſtreſs upon it, the reſtitu- 
tion of the whole Spaniſh monarchy to the empe- 
ror was not expreſly ſtipulated in the grand al- 
lance, the reaſon of it could not be what he is 
pleaſed to allege e becauſe the allies, in 
the wiſdom of their counſels, ſaw, that the li- 
«© berties of Europe would be in no danger, if 
« Spain and the Indies were left in the hands 


of a prince of the houſe of Bourbon F.” For 


I believe there were few at that time, who were 
really enemies to France, that did or could ſup- 
ow this, On the contrary, ſince the grand al- 
lance, by his own acknowlegement, was princi- 
pally deſigned to prevent the union of the two 
monarchies of France and Spain; and ſince he 


| Vol U. p. 74 f Ib. p. 74. 76. F Ib. p. 46, 47. 


himſelf 
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himſelf alſo confeſſes, that the ſureſt expedient 
to prevent that union was, undoubtedly, to ſet 
a prince of the houſe of Auſtria on the Spa- 
niſh throne; and that the confederate powers 
were, at the beginning of the war, and could 
not but be, of opinion, that it was more a 
able to the intereſt of Europe in general, and 
of the maritime powers in particular, that a 
branch of the houſe of Auſtria, than a 
branch of Bourbon, ſhould gather the Spaniſh 
ſucceſſion ; it may be fairly concluded, that 
this was what they had all along in view from 
the beginning of the war, if they could be able 
to accompliſh it. He obſerves, that — “ the 
* councils in England and Holland preferred 
every Wiſely, by their engagements in the 
“ grand alliance, what was more practicable, 
* tho' leſs eligible, to what they deemed more 
« eligible, but ſaw become, by the courſe 
of events, abſolutely impracticable, or too 
difficult . —— Here he plainly intimates, 
that the wiſe councils in England and Holland, 
at the beginning of the war, judged it would 
be more eligible, if it were 8 to wreſt 
the Spani/þ monarchy out of the hands of a 
prince of the houſe of Bourbon ; and that the 
only reaſon why they did not expreſly bind 
themſelves to it in the grand alliance, was, their 
judging it not practicable, or too difficult, Yet 
it is plain they reſolved to try what they could 
do tv effect it. And they themſelves, who beſt 
knew their own meaning, immediately attempted 

Vel. II. p. 78. A 

it, 
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it, as ſoon as ever they had an opportunity for 
it, as he owns x. He treats this, indeed, as a 
departing from the principles of the grand alli · 
ance ; but the contrary, I think, now plainly 
appears from his own conceſſions. When there- 
fore, in the courſe of the war, the 2 
ſucceſs they met with, even in Spain itſelf, 
them reaſon to believe they ſhould be able to 
effect it, it would be abſurd to imagine they 
would not be for puſhing their advantage, and 
making uſe of that which they judged, and he ac» 
knowlegeth, to be undoubtedly the ſureſt expe- 
dient for preventing that union of the two crowns 
which they ſo much dreaded, It would be no 
proof of the wiſdom of their councils, if they 
did not prefer what was in itſelf, and what ap- 
to them, more eligible, and which now, 
they had reaſon to think, was become practica- 
ble. He owns, that, — “ in 1706, the con- 
“ federate arms were ſuperior in Spain, and ſe- 
* yeral provinces acknowleged Chur es the third: 
« and that the Spaniſh dominions in Italy were 
te in their power when they pleaſed 9. — Now, 
I think, 9 conſiders this, and that France, 
as he avers, — “ had not only been defeated on 
every fide, but the inward ſtate of that king+ 
* dom was already more exhauſted than ever it 
** had been,” will eaſily ſee, that there were 
then very fair proſpects of ſettling a prince of 
the houſe of Auſtria on the Spani/h throne, and 
thereby taking the moſt effectual expedient to 
revent an union of the two crowns of France 


o Vol. Il, p. 70. 5 bid. p. 80. 


and 


bs oaks AL d ¾˙7mꝙC— 1 


— 


and 


Lord Bolingbroke's Letters. 153 
Spain. And I dare appeal to any man, 
whether, to have quitted it at that time, and in 
thoſe circumſtances, and to have accepted a par- 
tition of the Spaniſh monarchy, ſtill leavin 
Spain and the Indies in the hands of the h 
of Bourbon, would not have been the moſt un- 
accountable conduct in the world, 3 to 
icy: t ad 
2 
d. And it is very pro- 


bable, that ſome of thoſe men, who were after- 


wards loudeſt in their clamours againſt the then 
miniſtry, for not having made a peace with 
France upon the terms propoſed by her in 1706, 
would have been equally loud in their clamours 
againſt them, if they had made it, and would 
not have failed to charge them with havin 

betray'd the intereſts of Great Britain an 

Europe, and given up the Spaniſh monarchy to 
France, when there was ſo great a probability 
of wreſting it out of their hands. How could 
any miniſtry have anſwer'd giving up again what 
they had already conquer d in Spain, when they 
had ſo fair a proſpect of obtaining the whole? 


or how would they have dared to do it, when, by 


his own confeſſion, the parliament had made an 
expreſs declaration againſt making peace, while 
Spain and the Indies were in the hands of the 


houſe of Bourbon? Upon the whole, the mat- 


ter may be brought to this ſhort iſſue: He 
owns, that, from the beginning, the powers 
that formed the grand alliance, would have 
thought it more eligible to fix an Auſtrian prince 

ON 
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on the throne of Spain, if they had judged it 
practicable: and that this was really the beſt and 
ſureſt expedient to prevent an union of the two 
crowns of France and Spain; to prevent which 
was the principal object of the grand alliance. 
When, therefore, in the courſe of the war, by 
their extraordinary ſucceſſes, they had reaſon to 
think this practicable, as undoubtedly they did 
in 1706. it would have been acting a ſtrange part, 
to have given up theſe proſpects for any ofters 
France could then make, with a reſervation of 
Spain and the Indies to the houſe of Bourbon. 
The ſame way of reaſoning will juſtify the 
not hearkening to the terms propoſed by France 
in 1709. He acknowleges, that —“ before the 
« year 1710. the war was kept alive with alter- 
nate ſucceſs in Spain; and it may be ſaid there- 
« fore, thatthedeſign of conquering this kingdom 
continued, as well as the hopes of ſucceed- 
ing *. And ſince, even till the year 1710. 
there was hope of ſucceeding in Spain, it was 
right to continue the war till that time, and not 
to hearken to any terms, that ſhould leave the 
houſe of Bourbon in poſſeſſion of Spain and the 
Indies, eſpecially, conſidering the great ſucceſſes 
of the allies in the Netherlands ſince 1706. 
which gave ground to think, that France would 
be ur a neceſſity of coming into the terms 
inſiſted on by the allies. He endtavourcth, in- 
deed, to depreciate thoſe ſucceſſes. He obſerves, 
that — © a deluge of blood was ſpilt to diſ- 
lodge the French, for we did no more, at 
* Vol. II. p. 92. | 
| % Malplaquet. 
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« Malplaguet +.” But this diſlodgment, con- 
Gdering the difficulties that were ſurmounted, fo 
effectually intimidated the French, that 
durſt no more look the army of the allies in 
the face, and ſuffer'd them to take the impor. 
tant town of Mons in their fight, ſoon after, 
without offering to relieve it. But, I ſuppoſe, 
the taking of that city muſt alſo paſs for no 


more than a diſlodging the French from it. 


He expreſly affirms, that there were but three 
towns taken in the year 1710 l. Aire, Be- 
thune, and St. Venant; and intirely drops 
Douay, the moſt important conqueſt of that 
campaign ; and which was of ſuch conſequence 


to France, that, in all propoſals about yielding 


places to the allies for a barrier, Douay was ſtill 
— It can hardly be ſuppoſed, that his 
lordihip had forgotten that ſuch a place as 
Douay was taken that campaign, when he ſo di- 


ſtinctly remembred Aire, Betbune, and St. 


Venant, places much more inconfiderable: but 
be judged it to his purpoſe not to mention it. 
The principal deſign of the long Letter which 
is the eighth on the uſe and ſtudy of hiſtory, 
and the firſt in the ſecond volume, appears 
plainly to be to vindicate the conduct of the mi- 


niſtry that made the peace of Utrecht, This is 


not to be wonder d at, conſidering the great hand 

his lordſhip had in carrying on and concluding 

that treaty, And if he had contented himſelf 

with repreſenting the reaſons the miniſtry had 

for that meaſure, nobody would have blamed 
+ Vol. II. p. 147. Id. p. 103. 
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| him; fince it is natural for every man to endea- 


vour to clear his own reputation and manage- 
ment. But it can eſcape the obſervation 


of the commoneſt er, that he ſeems to have 


ven himſelf up to reſentment and prejudice. 


— part of this Letter is written with the 
ſtile and ſpirit of a pamphlet: nor is there 
much in it that had not been urged, and replied 
to, in the Stn, watch way 
written with too much heat and paſſion on both 
fides. And I am forry to find, that his lord- 
ſhip, after ſo many years, had not ſuffered his 
— and reſentments to cool, but ſtill 
e of that party ſpirit, which had ſo much 
vailed through the nation during the time that 
e was in the adminiſtration. 

Whole pages might be filled with the in- 
vectives witch fe lus poured forth againſt the 
Whigs, and thoſe = — the meaſures 
which were carrying on in the latter end of 
Queen Anne rok He repreſents them, as 
having facrificed I the wealth of thei country to 
the — of foreigners; and avers, that all 
their oppoſition to the was laid in injuſtice 
and folly ; and that, if their ſecret defigns and 
intrigues were laid open, the moſt confuſed 
ſcene of iniquity and folly that it is poſſible to 
imagine, would appear; and that it would ſhock 
the eye of every honeſt man. He chargeth 
them with being engaged in a league with fo- 
reigners againſt their country, and their Queen ; 
and with a phrenſy more unaccountable, and 
not much leſs criminal, than that which made 


＋ and 
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and maintain'd the ſolemn and covenant 
formerly: that they were guilty, during the 
ueen's life, of real treaſons, and might, if ſhe 
lived a little longer, have- broken out into 
open rebellion. Nor is he much leſs free in 
his invectives againſt the Dutch. He repre- 
ſenteth the chief men that in Holland 
as 1 rarer ne chargeth them, 
as he doth the Whigs, with phrenſy : that the 
Raben and ſober Nas cominacd de a like 
froward children, or like men drunk with re- | 
fentment and paſſion ; and that a ſpirit of factiot | 
and private intereſt prevailed them over 
reaſon of ſtate. And he declares his aſtoniſh- 
ment at their arrogance, in cry. to exclaim 
againſt a Queen of Great Britain for the orders 
28 not to join in any ſiege or 


Without taking any particular notice of theſe 
invectives, which I have mention'd as] a ſpeci- | 
men of the ſpirit and temper with which he | 
writes, I ſhall only obſerve, that what he hath - 
himſelf owned in this Letter, with regard to the | 
peace of Utrecht, tendeth to give no very ad- | 
vantageous idea of it, — * ſhall not be ſur- | 
„ priſed (faith he to his noble correſpondent) if 
* you think _—_— trecht was 
* not anſwerable to the s of the war, nor 
* to the efforts that were made in it. I think 
* ſo myſelf, and have always owned that 1 
* thought ſo. Since we committed a ſucceſs- 

| * ful folly, we ought to have reaped more ad- 

| vantage from it than we did; r 

| 1 have 
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& have reduced the power of France, and to 
<« have ſtrengthened her neighbourhood, much 

* more than we did. — And again, that 
— * the low and exhauſted ſtate to which 
% France was reduced by the laſt great war, 
* was but a momentary reduction of her 
« power ; and whatever reduction was 
— about by the treaty of Utrecht was 
not ſufficient: that the true reduction of 

** the exorbitant power of France conſiſted in 
% diſarming her frontiers, and fortifying the 
* barriers againſt her, by the ceſſion and de- 
6“ molition of many more places than ſhe 
yielded up at Utrecht; but not of more 
* than ſhe might have been obliged to ſacri- 
« fice to her own immediate relief, and to the 
« future ſecurity of her neighbours 9. 
Here is a fair confeſſion, that the peace of 
Utrecht was not, what it was ſo often, with tri- 
umph, declared to be, at the time when it was 
made, a ſafe and honourable peace. For, if 
this repreſentation be true, it was neither ſafe 
nor honourable: it was neither anſwerable to 
” the ſucceſs of the war, nor to the efforts that 
were made in it : we ought to have reduced the 
power of France, 'and to have ſtrengthened her 
neighbours, more than we did: France ought to 
have been obliged to a ceſſion and demolition of 
many more places than ſhe yielded up at Utrecht. 
This was a ſacrifice ſhe might have been obliged 
to make to her own immediate relief, and to the 
future ſecurity of her neighbours. - To this may 


| © Vol. II. p. 118, 119, F Ibid. p. 123. 
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be added what he faith in the concluſion of his 
ſeventh Letter, that — © France then wound 
e up advantageouſly the ambitious ſyſtem ſhe 
tt had been fifty years in weaving, and concluded 
a war, in which ſhe was defeated on every 
© fide, and wholly exhauſted, with little dimi- 
te nution of the provinces and barriers acquired 
&* to France, and with the quiet poſſeſſion of 
te Spain and the Indies to a prince of the houſe 
*© of Bourbon ff.” — And if this was the caſe, 
it cannot be wonder'd at, that there were man 


perſons that diſapproved, and did all they could 


| to prevent a peace, which helped France to 


wind up ſo advantageouſly her ambitious ba 
e 


ſtem, and left her, after a war, in which 


had been defeated on every ſide, and wholly ex- 
hauſted, in poſſeſſion of ſo many advantages, 
and unjuſt acquiſitions. His lordſhip, indeed, 
has found out an excellent way for throwing 
the blame of making ſuch an inſufficient peace, 
not upon thoſe that concluded it, but upon thoſe 
that oppoſed it. He affirms, that — © it was 
< ſolely owing to them that oppoſed the peace, 
« that France was not obliged to make thoſe 

« ſacrifices: and he is willing to put his whole 
« credit, and the whole merit of the cauſe, 
« upon this iſſue F”. — That — © the Queen 
« was, to the utmoſt degree, deſirous to act in 
« union with her allies; and that the diſunion 
« of the allies gave France great advantage ; but 
« that this diſunion was owing to thoſe that 
« oppoſed the Queen's meaſures.” — This he 

| Vol. I. p. 3150 8 Vol. Il. p. 124. £ 
repreſents 
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repreſents as ſo plain, that no man that has any 
ſhame about * deny it. Theſe 
he inlarges upon; for many pages 
2 1 which, for 1 and 
cannot be caſily parallel'd F. But, without en- 
tering very deep into the matter, one may ven- 
ture to ſay, and yet not be thought loſt to all 
ſenſe of ſhame, that how good ſoever the intens 
tions r gers mig 8 
meaſures took were v ppily choſen, 
either for preſerving unicn ang the allies, or 
obtaining an advantageous peace from France, 
They entered into a ſecret correſpondence with 
France, and carried it on for ſome time, without 
the participation of the other allies: and the firſt 
preliminaries that —_ ubliſhed, in conſequence 
of this, on the part of France, were viſibly ſhort 
of what apr uf hag wr wa Great 
and public abuſe was thrown upon the allies, in 
known to be re dim 

of the miniſtry ; and endeavours were uſed to 
raiſe a ſpirit againſt them through the nation. 
The Dutch, in lar, were treated with 
great inſolence and reproach ; odious charges 
were advanced againſt them ; and what they 
cauſed to be publiſhed in their own vindication, 
was, inſtead of being anſwer'd, treated with the 
utmoſt indignity. At the ſame time, pains were 
taken to perſuade the people, that the nation 
_ ſo impoveriſh'd and exhauſted, that they 
* 4 to carry on the war any longer. 

hw charges were laid againſt the former 


$ Vol. II. p. 324, 125, 126, &c, TY 
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miidiſtry' for continuing the war ſo. long; and 
the new miniſters made it a point, on which 
they valucd themſelves, — © to ſave their coun« 

try (as he expreſſeth it) from abſolute inſol- 
0 vency and bankruptcy, and to deliver het. 
from the neceſſity o bearing any longer ſa 
ual a in ſo unneceſſary a war. 


Theſe being the meaſures that were taken in Eng- 


land, can it be imagined, that fo politic a court 
as that of France would not lay hold of ſuch an 
advantage, and improve it? They were, undoubt« 
edly, very deſirous of peace ; 'but they knew alſo, 
that a peace the Britiſh miniſtry ' muſt and 
would have; and that therefore, by ſtanding out 
a little longer, they ſhould obtain 2 
much more advantageous terms to France, has 
before they had — to expect. And fo 
eager were the Britiſh miniſtry to get rid of 
the war, that, though they had gz iven the Dutch 
ive aſſurances, in the — of the 
1712, that they would act vigorouſly in the 
common cauſe, yet, in two months after, in 
the beginning of the campaign, orders were ſent, 
in the Queen's name, to the Britiſb general, not 
to engage in any ſiege or battle till farther orders. 
This was hes? in concert with the French; the 
common enemy, and without the participation 
of the allies; and was ſoon followed by a ceſ- 
ſation of arms, and by an actual ſeparation of 
the national Britiſh troops, and an endeavour to 
ſeparate all the foreign troo 
pay, from the reſt of the confederate army. A 
ſtrange meaſure this, if conſidered in all its cir- 
M cumſtances. 


in the Britiſh 
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cumſtances. And his lordſhip's vindication of it 
isalmoſt as extraordinary. I ſhall not examine 
it, though, if J were diſpoſed to do ſo, I ſhould 
not deſire greater advantage than he has given. 
And thoſe who are not acquainted with his lord- 
ſhip's manner, will be apt to wonder at the pe- 
euliar' ſtrain of confidence with which he ex- 
preſſeth himſelf on this occaſion. | 
After having charged the ſtates with arrogance 
and preſumption, in finding fault with the Queen's 
meaſures, he inhiſteth upon it, that. if they would. 
have made a right uſe of the two months ſuſ- 
penſion, by joitiing with the Queen “ even 
then we might have reſumed the ſuperio- 
« rity we began to loſe in the congreſs *. 
This is a fair confeſſion, that from the time thoſe 
orders were given to the Britiſb general, we be- 
gan to loſe that ſuperiority in the congreſs, 
which he had before acknowleged we had in the 
beginning of the year 1712 +. And indeed I 
cannot ſee, how it could be otherwiſe ; ſince, 
by this ep, the French plainly ſaw, that Eng- 
— was determined not to carry on the war any 
nger. Nor, after ſuch a ſtep, would it have 
been in the power of the Queen, and theDutch 
united, to regain that ſuperiority in the congreſs 
which, they had loſt; except France had been 
perſuaded, hat, in caſe they did not come into ſuch 
terms as the allies might think neceſſary, Great 
Britain would join heartily in puſhing the war, 


* Vol. II. p. 144. 7 Ibid. p. 140, 161. 
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But they very well knew the contrary ; and that 


they had nothing farther to fear from the ou 
tiſh counſels or forces, © a 

But I ſhall not inſiſt longer an theſe thingy, 
as it is not my intention to enter on a particular 
examination of what he hath offered in vindica- 
tion of the peace of Utrecht. I ſhall only add 


this one farther remark, in relation to it; that he, 
all along, 
time, the 
and all —_— againſt the then miniſtry, and 
the meaſures they were taking, is conſtantly re- 


reſerves. the favourite ſtile of that 
ueen's peace, the Queen's — 3 


preſented as a. ſort of high treaſon againſt her 
Majeſty, and an inſult upon her authority royal. 


But ; his lordſhip has, ſince that time, known very 


well how to diſtinguiſh between the king and 
his miniſters ; and has treated it as inſo- 
lence in a mini 3 their meaſures Un- 
der the ſhadow of the royal authority. 1:2 
His lordſhip, — 1 ſo v 


bel — the Whigs, for being ſo cager 


to carry on the war in Queen Anne's reign, finds 


noleſs fault with them, for the too pacific diſpo- 
ſition they ſhewed afterwards. | He obſerves, 


that a rage of- warring poſſeſſed a. party in 
£ our nation till the death of the late queen; a 


“rage of negotiati has poſſeſſed the ſamæ par- 
ty of men ever ſince.” And ſo he goes on to 
expoſe the meaſures of the miniſtry, whom he 


ſents as been in one perpetual maze. 
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-miniſters were in the right or wrong, in ma- 
-naging their negotiations. This I leave to thoſe 
who underſtand theſe matters better than I can 
pretend to do, and about which probably men 
of excellent ſenſe and underſtanding may differ 
in their ſentiments. I ſhall only obſerve, how 
impoſſible it is for that party of men to pleaſe his 
lordſhip; againſt whom he hath declared ſo fix- 
ed an averſion, and who, he ſays, bave had the 
adminiſtration in their hands almoſt ever fince 
the Revolution. Whether they war or nego- 
tiate, they are always in the wrong. His lordſhip 
has mentioned a twofold rage, as he calls it, a 
rageof warring, and a rage of negotiating. There 
3a third rage, as remarkable as either of them; 
andi that is, the rage of a party-ſpirit, which leads 
men to give the worſt turns, and put the moſt 
odians conſt ruction upon every thing. Scarce 
any meaſures can be taken in political matters, 
but what are liable to objections and inconveni- 
ences, which, when they fall into the hands of 
a perſon of ſuch bright parts, and great com- 
mand of words, as the late lord Bolingbroke, may 
be made to appear in a very 3 
light. And yet perhaps the perſons he blames 
were not. ſo much in the wrong, or ſo incon- 
ſiſtent with themſclves, as be r them, 
in having been firſt for warring, and afterwards 
ſor negotiating. He himſelf owns, that the war 
entered into againſt France, was, for ſome years, 
neceſſary; and that it was carried on with fſur- 
priſing ſucceſs, The Whigs were for continuing 

* U to 
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; the war, though the nation was 
pak. Sa Bay till had effectually broken 


and humbled the Frenc power, and had reaped 
advantages anſwerable to ſuch 7 - 90 ſuc- 
ceſſes. ger pF, ht very conſiſtently be this 

opinion, and 1 when the 
nity was let lip and not to be retrieved, when 
3 was the ga and the N 
they might be nation 
uon 2 to that debt 


into new wars, whi 
which had been — incurred before. And 
if, for preventing ſuch new wars, they ſometimes 
carried their defire of al pa if in 
ſome caſes they even to a de- 
gree of — mes wever others eras find fault 
with them, his lordſhip, and thoſe of his ſenti- 
ments, had no right to do ſo; who had ſo bit- 
terly inveighed againſt them, for being eager to 
carry on a war, in which they had fo glorious 
proſpects. For certainly, if the nations being 
ra Ox ping an cad uh gra 
r or an end to 

ſucceſsful * which was far 
anſwering the ends of it, or reaping the 
tages that might be expected from it; this reaton 
was much ſtronger for not entering into new wars, 
in which they could not themſelves 
equal ſucceſs, and of which it was not eaſy to ſes 
the conſequences. Though wt nol trea 


166 Reflections on the Late 

yet he ought at leaſt to have commended their 
pacific intention. It is proper to obſerve, that 
ince the writing of his long Letter on the peace 
of Utrecht, there hath been andther war, which 
could not be avoided, beſides a dangerous rebel- 
lion at home, which hath occafioned a new and 
'vaſt expence, and hath mightily increaſed the 
national debt, which was ſo great before. But 
the adminiſtration is not to be blamed; who 
kept out of that war as long as they could, till 
the voice of the nation demanded it; much lets 
are they to be blamed for that rebellion, which 
Was raiſed with a view to overturn the preſent 
eftabliſhment. And yet ſo unreaſonable are 
the enemies of our conſtitution, as to exclaim 
againſt the government, for the expences and 
debts, that the' war which the whole nation de- 
'manded, and the - rebellion which they them- 
ſelves had raiſed, made neceſſary; * N 
1 Qhave now finiſhed my remarks on the 
late Lord Bolingbroke's Letters on the on 
and Uſe of "Hiſtory. It is with regret that 
Have found myſelf obliged to fay many things 
that may ſeem to bear hard upon the reputation 
of a wnrer of ſuch eminence. But, I believe, 


dy this titne, it appears, that how great ſoever 
His abilities muſt be acknowleged to be, his con. 


Kdent affertions are not abſolutely to be depend- 
ed upon! not even in civil and potitica};-much 
lefs in religions inatters. It cannot but be matter 
IT pet, concert, 10 ſee fuch open attempts 

Je egdinſt What ought to be dearer to us thah 


0 lives. But, I hope, the effec will be, to 
_—_— 
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ince all of the neceſſi 
2 ——— * 


vdurs to ſerve 2 promote the Chriſtian cauſe, 

5 and the real welfare of their country; and Lſhall 
a count myſelf happy, if theſe reflections can oon 
j neee. 
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as have not well conſidered the Meaning of the Religion 
_ or who profeſs to know God, but in Wor 
im. In Nineteen plain and familiar Dialogues. Together 
with Family and Private Prayers and Meditations, &c. By 
the Right Reverend Father in God, Themas * 
Fodor and Man, The Seventh Edition, Price 21. 64. 
N. B. A conſiderable Abatement will be made to ſuch chari- 
table and well-difpoſeg, Perſons as take a Nozen to give away. 
A ſhort and plain Inftruftion for the better U rſtanding 
of the Lord's _ ; with the neceſſary Preparation re- 
ired ; For the Benefit of n and of 
boch as have not well con ſidered this holy Ordinance. To 
which is annexed, the Office of the holy Communion. 
Wich r Helps and Directions, for joining in every Part 
thereof with Underſtanding and Benefit. By the ſame Author. 
The Tenth Edition. Price 2:5. 
The Practice of True i 


into Chapters, each 
Nuty either d God, our Neigh- 
opriated g the” ſeveral Da 


Family Uſe, or the Pocket ; neatly 
either with Cuts or without. 
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